
 Mass of the Lord’s Supper  -- April 1, 2021  

Tonight we begin the Sacred Triduum with the 

celebration of Christ’s greatest gift to those who are his 

disciples – total gift of himself to us. 

It is our joy to come and participate in the Mass whenever 

we can.   

As for the Jewish people at Passover, the Mass not only 

remembers what God has done for us, but also makes us 

mindful of how God is continuing in the present time the 

same actions we that we are remembering and 

celebrating. 

It is dimension of God’s present and ongoing action for us 

and in our world that is concern of Jesus in washing the 

feet of his disciples before sharing in his last meal with 

them. 

The Eucharist or Mass is not just a wonderful prayer that 

we attend and participate in every Sunday.  It is an 

encounter with the living and risen Jesus and renewal of 

his gift of self to us.  In the Mass we rejoice in this 

presence of Christ with us, but he does not want it to end 

there.  He wants to go out with us and be present to the 

world through us. 

In the washing of the feet of his disciples it seems that 

Jesus is telling and showing his disciples that he not only 

wants to be present in the Mass, but he wants to continue 

his presence among us and in the world through our 

charity and daily life of humble service to others. 

Jesus said – “I am the vine, you are the branches.  

Without me you can do nothing.  Yes we need our feet 

washed and need the nourishment of his life, but the 

world also needs the life and presence of the Lord that we 

bring to them. 

We go forth from the Mass as persons filled with Christ to 

be his presence and instruments in the world.  What then 

does our life look like to others?  The washing of the feet 

of the disciples is not just something Jesus does  for them 

or for us.  He says to them and us  -- “What I have done 

for you is an example.  What I have done, so must you 

do”   



St. Augustine commenting on this command of the Lord 

goes back to a verse in Proverbs that advises young men 

studying and preparing life in leadership: “If you sit down 

to eat at the table of a ruler, observe carefully what is set 

before you; the stretch out your hand, knowing that you 

must provide the same meal yourself.” What we receive 

in the Eucharist is Christ who has laid down his life for 

us.  What we are entering into and receiving at every 

Mass is what we remember and celebrate tomorrow on 

Good Friday.  Therefore, in taking up and receiving the 

gift of the Eucharist we must consider how as Christ laid 

down his  life for us, so we in turn ought to lay down our 

lives for our brothers and sisters. Let us then love one 

another as Christ also loved us and gave  himself for us.  

Sometimes the Pope and bishops are criticized for their 

actions or inactions, but it is also possible that people are 

confused by our own actions and words. We are talking a 

lot these days about not being able to bless the union of 

some not living according to the norms of marriage 

between and man and a woman. We also need to ask 

whether God can bless what we ourselves are saying and 

doing and if not, then we need to repent and go and be 

reconciled in the sacrament of reconciliation. 

The main point I am making is that the Eucharist is an 

ongoing gift that calls for on-going expression in our 

daily life. 

Having said that, the Eucharist was also given by Christ 

to us for the purpose of making himself  always available  

for our friendship in the deepest way.  Christ gives us the 

Eucharist so that he can remain with us always until the 

end of time – He stays with us and goes with us into 

world.  Not just at Mass but anytime that we with him he 

will come to us and fill us all that we need.  This is why I 

am so happy to see more and more persons stopping by 

our churches to pray and sit with the Lord for a while at 

all times of the day or night. 

Still the celebration of the Eucharist itself is our greatest 

prayer of all.  In his revelations to a priest in our current 

day Jesus has this to say to him:  “As I explained to My 

Apostles on the night before I suffered, I wanted them to 

begin to pray with confidence, with boldness, with the 

assurance that I would grant them the things for which I 



prompted them to ask.  Thus does my Bride, the Church 

pray in her sacred liturgy (that is the Mass and all her 

formal prayers).  You do well to love the liturgy of my 

Church.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit who, making use 

of human instruments, created a prayer pleasing to My 

Father and worthy of my eternal priesthood.  Enter 

humbly and whole-heartedly into the liturgy of My 

Church and teach others to do the same.” 

Along that line it is always good for us learn more about 

the meaning of the Mass. 

To sum up what we are celebrating tonight, I close with 

these words that I found: 

Out of love, Jesus relinquished the privileges of a 

“teacher” and “master” to take on the role of a servant.   

Out of love, Jesus relinquished the privileges of divinity 

to allow himself to be subjected to the limits of humanity.   

Out of love, Jesus relinquished the privileges of life itself 

to redeem the human race.   

Out of love, we are called to serve each other in imitation 

of Jesus. 

Out of love, we are constantly challenged to see and serve 

Christ present in our neighbor..   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


