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What a gift our faith is and how personal it is as we see 

in the story of Thomas in the Gospel as well a gift meant 

to be shared in community as we heard the description 

of the first Christian community in today’s first reading. 

Today’s readings are all about the gift of faith – that of 

Thomas, and of the first Christian community and about 

our coming to faith through all that was written so that 

we might come to believe that Jesus is the Christ and 

through this belief have life in his name. 

But what do we mean by the word faith?  Is it just 

believing in certain truths or facts or is there something 

more?  I think we all might find it easier and more 

comfortable if faith were just a set of beliefs that we can 

refer to when needed  ---- but at the same time we know 

that faith is something deeper and more personal.   

True faith is not just facts in our head – it is meant to 

lead us to seeing and acting in new ways, and ultimately, 

it is about having a personal relationship with the risen 

and living Jesus present among us today. 

This what is behind all that John is saying in his gospel.  

He uses the term “believe” 98 times in his Gospel and 5 

times or more in today’s Gospel reading. 

Believing does not mean merely acting as if something 

is real.  Believing means developing the ability to see 

the invisible reality that is at the heart of all things just 

as we  have the ability to see and hear the physical 

world.  – At one point in John’s Gospel the people ask 

Jesus, “What sign can you do that we may see and 

believe in you?” which remains tied to earthly forms of 

existence.  Later in the gospel at the end of the story of 

the healing of the man born blind Jesus declares, “ I 

came into this world to divide it, to make the sightless 

see and seeing blind.” 

In a sense John makes the work of an apostle of less 

importance than the task of ordinary Christians to 

“believe.”  For John believing is the important step.  

Apostles might see the risen Jesus, but they too must 

learn to believe.  And at the end of the gospel, Jesus 



teaches us that anyone who knows him through 

believing is equal to the Apostles who know him by 

sight.  We know that through all of the gospels that the 

religious leaders heard all of Jesus’ teachings and saw 

his wonderful miracles, yet most were not open to belief 

in him. 

Coming to true belief is first of all a gift – a grace from 

God, but it also requires our participation and desire. As 

we see with Thomas (our “twin” ) -- faith is a struggle – 

almost like the story of the 100th sheep who went 

wandering, Thomas wanders off to do his own thinking 

about faith  -- saying, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 

in his hands, etc. and put my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.”   

But the Lord, the Good Shepherd, is never going to 

accept that one of his own is gone for good.  He searches 

for him and waits for him in today’s gospel to help him 

come to faith.  Pope Francis noted that, “Last Sunday we 

celebrated the Lord’s resurrection; today we witness the 

resurrection of his disciple, Thomas.”  How wonderful it 

is to see the Risen Lord return to raise up to new life a 

friend who has struggled in the death of his hope in 

Jesus. 

Here, along with the gift to the apostles of the authority 

to forgive sins in Jesus’ name, is a wonderful 

demonstration of the Divine Mercy that we celebrate on 

this Sunday.  God is willing to wait patiently for us to be 

able to see all things with the eyes of faith – that is, to 

see things on the physical level and on the spiritual 

level.  He wants us to be able to see the love that is 

behind all things.  Dr. Peter Sri in one of his 

presentations talks about how in marriage if we take out 

love, all we are left with is a “to-do” list.  The same he 

says with the Bible.  If we take out or do not see the 

love, basically all we are left with is a list of rules such 

as the 10 commandments. We need the eyes of faith to 

see deeper. 

God’s love, expressed in the greatest way in his Divine 

Mercy, is a free gift.  It is an ocean of mercy for us, but 

it is not free.  We must seek that mercy – we need to 

pray and ask for this mercy for our self and our world as 

we pray in the words of the Divine Mercy chaplet:  “For 



the sake of Jesus’ sorrowful passion, have mercy on us 

and on the whole world.” 

The ability to see in faith the deeper spiritual reality of 

all things is very critical for us when we look at our life 

as a parish community, diocese or world-wide 

community of the Church -- and not just when we look 

at verses in the Bible.   

When the Pope or bishop or pastor or local parish 

leaders speak or try to guide us – do we see them only as 

persons like everyone else – other secular leaders?  Or, 

do we see on the faith level that the Lord is speaking to 

us and trying to shepherd us through them today?   

When we listen to the lector proclaiming the readings – 

we might well ask whether they really believe that they 

are proclaiming God’s word to us, but then, regardless 

of them, we need to ask whether we receive that word of 

Scripture as God speaking to us --- and the same with 

the Eucharist and Holy Communion.  Do we see it as 

receiving only a symbol of him or do we in faith see that 

we are receiving the powerful and wonderful presence 

and spiritual nourishment of the Lord himself --  feeding 

us and giving us a renewed share in his risen life? 

Sometimes we think that the Pope is our leader – and he 

is the head of the Church at large – that is his role from 

God  -- to hold all the local churches and dioceses of the 

world together in unity  -- however – the responsibility 

for the people of faith at the local level rests with the 

bishop of each diocese. 

Our pastors, following the lead of the bishop God has 

placed in authority over our diocese, have a 

responsibility to act and lead in the name of the Lord.  

So it is that we need to have or ask for faith to see God 

working to help us in our faith journey through our 

bishop, pastors, and parish leaders. 

What I am working toward here is tell you that the 

discernment and decision to participate in the program 

“Go Forth as Disciples” offered to parishes to restore the 

true meaning of our life as a parish was not just another 

idea that caught my attention or the attention of the 

parish but the concern of the Lord for our spiritual 



health at this time, and that of so many who have no 

faith or are losing their faith. 

The work we have done to keep up or add to our church 

buildings or property or cemetery’s is not just a nice 

idea that we have acted on but the Lord providing us 

with basic talents and resources required for our life, 

worship, education and service to others as a community 

of faith.  We are all called to participate in and support 

these programs.  

Following the lead of the Lord will help us be the light 

to the world that we are supposed to be.  The power of 

believing in Jesus to transform our lives is seen in St. 

Luke’s description of the early Jerusalem community in 

today’s first reading.  Those who “believed” were filled 

with resurrection life, overcame concern only for 

themselves and became “one in heart and soul.” “The 

victory that conquers the world is our faith” we heard in 

the second reading. 

However, it wasn’t all perfect.  The gospels tell of many 

quarrels even among the first disciples.  When Pope 

John Paul II named this day Divine Mercy Sunday, he 

wasn’t pointing to some perfect community but to the 

compassion of Jesus.  Looking for the perfect parish 

isn’t the answer.  Rather we must look to the Lord 

whose mercy is greater than our and all the world’s sins.  

Our families aren’t perfect, our parishes, communities 

and society are not perfect.  However, God’s divine 

mercy seeks the imperfect to gather it up in a healing 

embrace.  Above, beyond and through the center of all 

our days Divine Mercy is available to any who seek it.   

With the help of your faith, reflect on a portrait of 

Divine Mercy today and place yourself, your family, 

parish and your concerns in the shower of those 

compassionate rays and let them heal you and give you 

peace.  – As the words say at the bottom of the Divine 

Mercy image say, “Jesus, I trust in you.”  Our God is an 

ocean of mercy, but all that mercy does no do any good 

unless we have faith to ask for it and trust that He will 

pour that mercy on us. 

 


