
The Third Sunday of Easter  --- April 17-18,  2021 

Last Sunday we talked about the great gift and need of 

faith so that we can see the risen Christ’s presence and 

action in our world  today and the deeper reality of all 

our experiences in life. 

We noted that faith was not easy and that it was a gift of 

God, yet one that required our cooperation, and that we 

be open to faith.  Most importantly, we  heard the Good 

News that Jesus took the time to come back and help 

Thomas with his faith.  I also reminded all that, in 

reality, the Go Forth As Disciples program is God’s way 

of coming back in mercy to help us, like Thomas, to 

come to faith and grow in faith today. 

The focus in today’s readings is again on faith, but very 

specifically, it is about faith in terms of our 

understanding of the suffering, death and resurrection of 

Jesus which is essential if we are going to take up our 

mission of being witnesses to the resurrection in our 

world today. 

Some questions for us to begin with are: What brings us 

joy and peace in our life and faith?  Where do we 

encounter the presence of the risen Christ in our life 

today?  Are we confused about, or do we have doubts 

about the meaning of the resurrection of Jesus?   

The resurrection of Jesus is both amazing and confusing.  

Ultimately it challenges us to rearrange our entire way 

of thinking.  It turns our world upside-down.  As we see 

in the Gospel, Jesus’ disciples, who could see him, also 

struggled with what Christ’s resurrection meant.  If we 

have difficulty grasping the reality of Christ’s 

resurrection we are in good company.  The good news in 

today’s Gospel is hearing how Jesus came to reassure 

his followers and explain things to them.  Jesus is 

willing to do the same for his followers today. 

First of all, Jesus shows his disciples that he is not a 

ghost.  A ghost is a being still trapped in this creation 

and not a new creation.  Jesus is not a ghost – he is alive 

in a new way.  Sharing food with them and explaining 

the Scriptures to them, he confirms for them that he is 

alive and also that this new life is a part of God’s plan 

for them.  



They are confused and fearful because of what happened 

to Jesus in his suffering and death, but his first words to 

them are: “Peace be with you.”  He is affirming to them 

that in spite of all the fears, chaos and trouble in this 

world, all is well in the world now because of his death 

and resurrection. Though we may experience suffering 

and persecution we are to be people of peace, joy and 

confidence in the risen Lord. Then Jesus commissions 

not to stay in Jerusalem listening to his words and 

serving him at table, but rather to go out to share the 

experience they have had with those outside  -- the 

people of all nations who are waiting to hear the Good 

News of repentance and forgiveness of sins and the 

possibility of new life for all. 

But how do we go forth and give this witness?  One of 

the commentaries says that the question addressed in 

today’s readings is – how does one preach and give 

witness to the paradox of a crucified messiah?  How do 

we speak about the suffering, death and resurrection of 

Jesus in a way that will be meaningful and helpful to 

people of the world today?  Yes, people want salvation 

from the struggles of this world, but they do not 

understand the necessity of suffering.  The Jewish 

people had the same problem  -- they looked for the 

promised Messiah, but could not accept Jesus as 

Messiah because of his suffering and death. This was 

not what they expected.  

What Jesus did for the disciples on the road to Emmaus 

and now does for the disciples gathered in the upper 

room is to explain once again how all the scriptures of 

the old testament and his own teaching had predicted 

and explained the necessity that he would suffer and 

then rise from the dead on the third day. 

The suffering of Jesus is a difficult thing to talk about. 

Likewise, the fact that Jewish people led by their 

religious leaders at that time had rejected Jesus and put 

him to a horrible death was also embarrassing for them.  

However, the key is to see that the purpose of Jesus’ 

suffering death and resurrection was to save us from our 

sins.   

The point of Peter describing in the first reading how the 

Jews were responsible for Jesus’   death was not to 



blame the Jews for killing Jesus, but precisely to  call 

the people to repentance and to show them that Jesus’ 

death on the cross was part of God’s eternal plan.  God 

wanted to bring about their repentance and 

reconciliation with him through showins his love and 

forgiveness for them by his willing acceptance of 

suffering and death at their hands.  \ 

When we see and understand that the suffering and 

death of Jesus was necessary for the expiation of our 

sins and those of the whole world, and how his 

resurrection reveals the power of God to overcome all 

sin and death, then we can see that his death and 

resurrection are the greatest signs of his love, 

forgiveness and hope for the world.  There is nothing in 

this world that cannot be overcome by Christ’s 

resurrection.  We should be full of peace and joy. All is 

well or will be well with the world because of the power 

and grace of Christ’s death and resurrection. 

The greatest way for us to witness to all this is by 

admitting our own sins, repenting and celebrating God’s  

forgiveness of our sins.  Jesus sends the disciples and us 

forth so that “repentance for the forgiveness of sins 

might be preached in  his name to all the nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem.” You are witnesses of these 

things, he tells us. And if we keep his commandments, 

we can be sure that we know him St John tells us in 

today’s second reading.  

We bear witness to all that Christ did by our witness to 

his love, mercy and forgiveness in all our interactions 

with our brothers and sisters and our world.  The death 

and resurrection of Jesus may seem difficult to speak 

about, but really the best and  easiest way  to give 

witness to the risen Christ is simply bringing others the 

basic human experiences of peace and forgiveness. 

The central message of Easter and Christ’s death and 

resurrection – his dying and rising --  is that we have 

forgiveness of our sins. The central reason for becoming 

a Christian is receive the forgiveness of God in Christ.  

If we deny this, we are better off spending our time and 

money elsewhere.  What and why we celebrate at every 

Mass is the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Because of 

this we are no longer chained to our past failures.  In the 



risen Christ we  have the authority to announce the 

forgiveness of sins.   

The resurrection is the crucial sign of hope for all people 

and all of creation.  Resurrection guarantees the 

presence of the Holy Spirit and real possibility of change 

in ourselves and in creation itself. 

Resurrection means new life, a time for new beginnings, 

for healing and for reconciliation.  As we see in the 

Gospel, it is also a time of commissioning, of being sent 

out by Jesus –Believe the Good News, feel it, and act on 

it!  Go and tell others.  Our world needs Easter!   

Don’t be like the man Luigi Tarisio in Italy, who some 

years ago was found dead in his home one morning with 

hardly any possession except for the presence of 246 

exquisite violins that he had been collecting all his life.  

They were all stored in the attic.  The best violins were 

found in the bottom drawer of an old chest of drawers.  

The greatest of his collection, a Stradivarius, had not 

been played in 146 years.  In his devotion to the violin, 

he had robbed the world of so much great music. 

  How many of Christ’s followers are like this man?  In 

our love for the Church, we fail to give its Good News 

to the world.  When will all learn that God’s Good 

News of repentance for the forgiveness of sins needs not 

to be cherished, but needs to be told?  Don’t bury the 

good news of Easter at the bottom of an old set of 

drawers.  Let everyone see in you and hear from you the 

great sound of music ---  “Peace be with you,” and 

“Jesus is Risen! 

 

 

 

 

 


