
 Easter Vigil – Easter Sunday  -- April 3-4, 2021  

This weekend we celebrate Easter   -- the most important 

celebration of the year for us as Christians. 

St. Augustine says it very well:  The resurrection of Christ 

was God’s supreme and wholly marvelous work.” 

Having said this about Easter’s centrality and importance in 

our faith, we then must ask – what does Easter mean for us 

on the practical level of our day-to- day experience? 

The resurrection of Jesus was in fact a faith event  -- no one 

say the actual event of Christ’s resurrection.  We just know 

that Jesus most certainly died on the cross at the end of his 

ministry on earth with the assurance to his followers that on 

the third day he would rise from the dead. 

And – as promised – three days after his death his grave 

was found empty, and he began making appearances to his 

disciples before ascending to heaven after some days. 

It was and it wasn’t easy for his disciples to grasp and 

understand his death, and it was also difficult in some ways 

to fully understand his resurrection – but very visibly and 

clearly he appeared to them and spoke with them several 

times so that they could see and experience that indeed he 

had risen from the dead as promised. 

The disciples truly experience the risen Christ coming to 

them in person, but after that, in his Ascension, he 

ascended up to heaven and out of their sight.  After that, 

with help of the Holy Spirit they went forth proclaiming to 

all the death and resurrection of Jesus and that he had 

conquered sin and death for all the world.   

However, after his ascension there were no more direct 

experiences of the risen Jesus in person – outside of some 

very limited appearances to certain persons in history. 

So the apostles could talk about Christ’s resurrection and 

speak about his presence with them and for them in the 

Eucharist such as we do today, but where do we or others 

in the world have the possibility of experiencing the person 

or presence of Jesus in our life? 

Or – in other words –what is the meaning of the 

resurrection for us in an experiential way?  What evidence 



do we have for the resurrection of Jesus in our experience?  

Do we just continue to believe what  the Scriptures and the 

Church are telling us and that is all we have? 

I was pondering this for some time and asking the Lord 

about this question.  And the word that was given to me 

was this:  The Lord said:  “My resurrection is the new life 

in my followers.” 

“My resurrection is the new life in my followers.” 

The world has many bad things happening it  -- it is easy to 

see all these bad things  -- even the weakness and failings 

of many in the Church and Christian community.  Yet – if 

we have faith that the Lord is with us – we also have the 

possibility to see many signs of the Lord’s presence and 

love at work in the world.  Sometimes even in the worst 

places of wars and violence. 

If we look back in salvation history (as we did last night) or 

history in general we will see that it is out of the darkest 

places that God comes forth with his light and healing – for 

example – the slavery of Israel in Egypt  -- their exile in 

Babylon – the crucifixion of Christ – wars in the world. 

But it isn’t just in large events such as these that we see the 

risen Christ present and active.  Truly – every day, and 

many times a day we experience the healing love and 

forgiveness and mercy of God being shared by persons 

around us and and everywhere in the world.  Every Mass 

the risen Christ is fully present and leading us. 

The ways that the risen Christ is present and active are so 

many that we hardly notice.  The one thing that will help us 

understand and see more clearly how Christ’s resurrection 

are present in the world is to realize that we can do nothing 

good except by the grace of God.  It is the new life we 

received in baptism that enables us to act in good and holy 

ways.  As St. Paul says – “we were raised up to new life in 

Christ by God in baptism so that we too like Christ might 

live more and more in newness of life now and forever with 

him in the life to come. 

It is not just that we cannot overcome and save ourselves 

from sin – it is also true that all good that we do is possible 

only by his grace  -- even when we are not conscious of it.  

As Jesus said, “without me you can do nothing.” 



What moved you or others to do the good that we or they 

did today?  What moved you to come to Mas (tonight-

today)?  It is the power of the resurrection poured forth in 

us through the Holy Spirit that is at work in all of us and all 

the time. 

We may or may not feel especially joyful in the celebration 

of Easter  -- feelings come and go ---but just look back at 

your life and look around you today and see the power of 

the resurrection is everywhere..  It is everywhere in the 

world even as we can also see evil in all places trying to 

destroy or cover up the presence and action of the risen 

Christ in the world. 

And – if we were more watchful and thoughtful about all 

that happens in our day we would be able to see even more 

of the presence and action of the risen Lord.  Even more 

than that – if we let God work in and through us we can 

ourselves be more powerful witnesses to the world of the 

resurrection as those first apostles.  

The world is waiting for help.  It is looking for hope – for 

signs that God cares about our sufferings and to see 

Christ’s risen presence and action in the world.  We 

believers are the only ones who can give this hope to our 

world. 

We may look back in Scripture and see the great things 

God has done for his people – but I tell you (as Jesus said) 

he can and is doing far greater and more things than we 

realize in the world today. 

Today, and especially in these 50 days of Easter season let 

us give thanks not just for the joy of this day of Christ’s 

resurrection but the ways that in even more powerful and 

numerous ways beyond counting the risen Christ is present 

in the newness of our lives and in the world. 

Look at all the good around you and realize that we can do 

none of this without him –without his grace. 

Psalm 4 says:  O men, how long will  your hearts be closed, 

will love what is futile and seek what is false?  It is the 

Lord who grants favors to those whom  he loves – the Lord 

hears me whenever I call him. 

 


