
Ascension of the Lord  --- May 15-16,  2021 

 

Today we celebrate the ascension of Jesus into heaven.  

Having completed his mission on earth, he returns to the 

glory of heaven.  As we go through the liturgical year the 

Church lifts up the central events in Jesus’ life and 

ministry.  It is helpful for our faith to know these events 

from the life of Jesus.  However, in all of these events in 

the life of Jesus the important question is what meaning and 

effect do they have in our life and the life of the world? 

 

In the accounts of the ascension that we are given in 

today’s readings, Jesus gives his apostles some instructions 

and then goes up and disappears into the clouds. 

Is that all that happened? 

Is there more? 

What were the instructions that he gave to the apostles? 

What is the deeper meaning to Jesus’ ascension? 

 

The disciples themselves are unsure about what is 

happening and ask Jesus, “Are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?”  Jesus replies that it is not 

for them to know, and then refocuses  their attention to the 

power they will receive when the Holy Spirit comes upon 

them..   

 

Quite clearly in both accounts of the ascension we are 

being left in charge of the church and commissioned to go 

out and teach about Jesus.  – But is that all? 

 

It is great blessing that Christ came and joined himself to 

our humanity and redeemed humanity through his death 

and resurrection.  He did so much for us.  But, there is 

actually even much more blessing for us now in his 

departure from his former presence with us. 

 

In one of the gospels, Jesus tells his disciples that it better 

for us that he goes.  Really?!!   

 

Pope Leo the Great in one of his homilies on the ascension 

explains what Jesus is trying to tell us.   

He writes that in spite of the withdrawal from our sight of 

the Lord, our salvation does not lay only in what is visible.   

 



Our Redeemer’s visible presence has passed now into the 

sacraments.  Our faith is nobler and stronger and has 

increased by the Lord’s ascension and been strengthened by 

the gift of the Spirit.   

 

Even the apostles, though they had been strengthened by so 

many miracles and instructed by so much teaching, took 

fright at the cruel suffering of the Lord’s passion and could 

not accept his resurrection without hesitation.  Yet they 

made such progress through his ascension that they now 

found joy in what had terrified them before.  

 

The truth is that the Son of Man was revealed as Son of 

God in a more perfect and transcendent way once he had 

entered into his Father’s glory.  He  now began to be 

indescribably more present in his divinity to those from 

whom he was now further removed in his humanity.   

 

So, though Christ is no longer directly visible to us, he is 

actually more powerfully present in every other way in the 

world, in the sacraments (especially the Eucharist), in the 

scriptures,  and even in each of us.   

 

After Jesus ascended out of their sight into heaven, the 

disciples remained looking upward.  However, they were 

now looking in the wrong place for Jesus.  Yes, he has gone 

into the glory of heaven taking with him our human nature, 

but now in heaven he has filled our human nature with his 

divine presence and is also with us and within us in the 

Church on earth in even more powerful ways than when he 

walked as one person among us on earth. 

 

This is what the second reading tells us  -- that he ascended 

far above all the heavens that he might fill all things.  He 

ascended to heaven but he has given his grace to each of us 

and through the Holy Spirit empowered us with various 

gifts to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers 

and so much more in the church and world to build up the 

body of Christ in faith and knowledge to its fullness in 

Christ. Furthermore, as Christ lives in each of us we have a 

new bond of unity with each other such that we now have 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all 

who is over all and through all and in all. 

 



The reign of God on earth was established by Christ but it 

is not yet fulfilled.  The completion of Christ’s mission on 

earth will be accomplished through us. God has triumphed 

over evil and death,  but this victory yet needs to be 

proclaimed to the world and accepted by all.   

 

For those who believe in Jesus, goodness already triumphs 

and will be evident to all who believe and see with the eyes 

of faith this new presence of Christ in the world.  Those 

who believe and know this new presence of God within 

them will be able to work marvels and wonders for it is the 

Lord who is working in and through them. 

 

The ascension of Christ puts the completion of Christ’s 

mission in our hands but at the same time it empowers  us 

to carry out this mission if we have the faith to see this new 

presence of God with us.  On this feast of the Ascension, 

we need to pray for faith that will enable us to see and 

believe in the goodness of God already evident in the 

world.  Lack of faith will only paralyze us make us unable 

to act. 

The choice is ours.  Our faith awareness of God’s new 

presence with us will determine whether or not others will 

see this new era of God’s goodness present in the world or 

will be left in darkness.  What will be our choice?  

 

Following example of Christ, may our lives communicate 

God’s love and mercy and be a sign of  God’s presence and 

hope to the world. 

 

 

 


