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Jesus said to the crowds: “This is how it is with the kingdom of 

God; it is as if a man were to scatter seed on the land and would 

sleep and rise night and day and through it all the see would 

sprout and grow, he knows not how.” 

     These words about how plants grow seem so obvious to any 

farmer or gardener.  However, Jesus’s parables are not just nice 

entertaining little stories.  His first words in the Gospel of Mark 

are about his mission to announce the Good News of the 

kingdom and the presence of God in his person and words..  

The parables and stories of Jesus are invitations to look more 

deeply at what we are experiencing – and in this case – to look 

more deeply at our experience of life and discover another great 

mystery of our faith – namely, the kingdom of God.   
 

As we will talk about in a bit, the kingdom of God has been on 

the mind of the people of Israel for centuries but as they have 

grappled with this mystery their visions of it have been different 

than God’s vision.  Here in today’s gospel Jesus challenges 

them about trying to understand or do things by their own 

power or to claim credit for things that only God can control or 

do especially with regard to the kingdom of God. 
 

The use of parables and stories to speak about matters of faith 

did not originate with Jesus.  In today’s first reading the prophet 

Ezekiel uses a parable story to make a point similar to that of 

Jesus in the gospel.  Ezekiel, way back in his days as prophet in 

the Old Testament preaching about the kingdom of God, speaks 

about God taking the top of a large cedar tree and planting it in 

Jerusalem where it will grow and become a majestic tree that 

will be a protection and dwelling for Israel and for all people. 
 

The issue behind this parable is that Israel is in exile in Babylon 

because of her unfaithfulness to God. She is suffering greatly in 

her exile in Babylon, but, tired of waiting for God’s help, has 

secretly been reaching out to Egypt for help to get out of her 

situation. 

What the parable reveals is that God, and not their own efforts, 

is going to restore their leadership to Jerusalem in a greater way 

that will come to be not only for their good but the good of all 

people.  This is what we hear also in Jesus’s parable about the 

mustard seed – namely, that the kingdom of God will be a 

dwelling place for all people. 

 



     All of these words of the Lord that we hear today are meant 

to be a word of hope also for us today including today’s psalm 

of thanksgiving to God for making all who remain just and 

faithful to God flourish like a cedar of Lebanon.  

 (These are the word in Latin at the base of the altar (here) at 

Sacred Heart.  “The just one shall flourish like a cedar of 

Lebanon.”  Fr. Tim Noah, who presided over the parish as the 

present church and rectory were built, had those words 

inscribed in part as a memorial to his family that had 

immigrated to this country from Lebanon.) (The just man shall 

flourish like a cedar of Lebanon.) 
 

So often today it seems like our efforts to maintain and  grow 

our faith communities and the kingdom of God are going 

nowhere, but the word of the Lord to us today is – keep planting 

the seeds – God will bring about the growth, not us, though we 

can help.  Paul too calls to have courage for we walk by faith 

and not by sight.  Our task is not to be successful but to be 

faithful.  Walking by faith does not mean we are not able to see 

signs of the kingdom but that we keep ourselves open to 

dimensions of the kingdom that our senses alone cannot 

perceive or imagine. For example – we look for numbers and 

external greatness, but God looks at people’s hearts and only 

God sees what is happening in people’s hearts. 

      Jesus uses parables to reveal many things about the mystery 

of kingdom of God, but one constant proverbial truth is that 

God brings about the kingdom through unexpected and 

unordinary means. 

      Many Jewish people even in Jesus’ day anticipated a 

Messiah who would come and liberate Israel from their constant 

mistreatment and oppression from other countries.  But Jesus 

was not the kind of Messiah they were expecting.  Can we 

imagine what it must have been like anticipating a powerful 

king who would bring about a revolution for you and your 

people and instead being told that your long-awaited Messiah is 

a newborn baby born in poverty? 
 

The good news of the arrival of God’s kingdom comes to 

humanity in Jesus the Word of God who takes on the flesh of a 

poor Galilean carpenter’s son who spends his life scattering the 

“seeds” of Good News upon the earth.  Despite his message of 

hope and new life, his words were often rejected and ignored.  

Yet some seeds did take root and grew in faith to produce 

something wonderful.  This is the faith of our ancestors that has 

been passed down, generation by generation to you and me. 



      In the same way that Jesus was not the Messiah that so 

many expected, the kingdom of God is not what many would 

expect.  The gospels teach us that in God’s kingdom, the last 

will be first and the first will be last.  The kingdom of God is 

not a reward for being rich or powerful on earth.  The 

Beatitudes too challenge us to reconsider what we think about 

who is worthy to be part of God’s kingdom and how we enter 

into the kingdom. 
 

Each of us is here to celebrate this Eucharist together because 

someone sowed the seeds of faith in our life.  We had an 

encounter with someone or something that took hold and began 

to grow within our hearts.  You and I are here together growing 

in faith and love.  We come together to cultivate the message of 

good news that is growing within each of us and in us as a 

community of believers.  Whether our journey to our pew today 

took a traditional or untraditional path, let us praise God for the 

unexpected people in our lives that have passed along the seeds 

of faith to us.   
 

Our witness as Christians both individually and as a community 

brings about the kingdom of God.  It is in the seemingly 

ordinary and small acts that we sow the seeds of  hope for 

others, and it is our prayer that those seeds may blossom and be 

joined together in the kingdom of God.  We are members of a 

community who have sown and harvested the seeds of a faith 

for thousands of years, and it is our duty to keep passing on 

those traditions.  Our daily lives are full of opportunities to 

share our faith in Jesus and be coworkers in growing God 

kingdom.  Are our eyes open to the unexpected moments God 

wants to use in our life? 
 

Just as we know how even weeds will push through a crack in 

the sidewalk, the kingdom of God will happen whether we 

assist or not.  However, God could sure use our help.  And if we 

supply even only a minimum of effort, great things will come 

pass by means of our cooperation.  Wouldn’t it be great for 

everyone to be part of all that God is doing? 
 

As we celebrate the Eucharist today, I invite you to consider the 

unexpected people in your life who have contributed to your 

faith journey.  And as we go out into the world after this Mass, 

let us commit ourselves to being agents of growing God’s 

kingdom, one small interaction, one small seed at a time.  


