
The 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time --- June 19-20,  2021 

 It is one thing for us to believe that God has the power to 

control all things  -- it is another to actually trust in God’s care 

for us when we are in difficulty. 
 

With different people who are friends and I know are people of 

great faith and with people of faith that I read about or hear 

about in the media, I keep seeing people who are panicking 

about the various struggles in the world and even in the Church 

these last years.  So many people whom I consider to be people 

of faith are letting themselves get so worked up about things 

they pick up from social media.  Even if some of the worst 

revelations are true, should they be reacting with so much 

judgement about who is to blame and in ways that are nearly as 

vicious or violent as those they are attacking?   
 

We certainly need to be concerned about what is not of God and 

harmful to ourselves and others in the world. and we certainly 

should do what the Lord is calling us to do if there something 

we can actually do that is not just blaming and criticizing those 

we believe to be doing wrong.  However, why is there so much 

over-reaction?  Sometimes I want to ask persons what Jesus 

asked his disciples in today’s gospel  -- “Why are you terrified? 

Do you not yet have faith?”  -- Maybe it is a lack of perspective 

or knowledge of church history. 
 

One professor at a seminary asked the seminarians in his church 

history class to name the best year in the Church’s history. As 

each suggestion was judged incorrect, the seminarians began to 

wonder if it had been a trick question. Eventually the teacher 

conceded that it had been something of a trick because the 

Church has never experienced a perfect time.  Every age has 

brought new challenges for the Church, yet we can take  

comfort in the knowledge that the Church has withstood it all 

and will continue to do so as the Lord promised. 
 

In the first four chapters of Mark’s gospel, Jesus causes plenty 

of confusion and uncertainty among the people he encounters.  

They ask “who is this” when Jesus casts out an unclean spirit.  

The scribes and Pharisees question why Jesus eats with sinners 

and tax collectors and dares to break the Sabbath and has the 

audacity to forgive sins.  And in today’s gospel the disciples 

“filled with great awe and fear” as Jesus calms the storm, turn to 

each other to ask, “Who then is this whom even the wind and 

sea obey?” 



Slowly Jesus’ identity as the Messiah, sent by God, is being 

revealed through his words and actions as he demonstrates his 

authority over spirits, illness, sin, and the forces of nature.  As 

we return to the journey of Ordinary Time , the time of living 

and growing in our life of faith (symbolized by the green 

vestments in this season), we are confronted with the question – 

who do we know Jesus to be?   
 

In today’s Gospel, the disciples do not yet know Jesus well 

enough to trust that they can turn to him in their fear of 

perishing in the storm and be at peace simply know that he is 

with them.  Instead, as the boat takes on water, they wake Jesus 

with the questions: “Teacher, do you not care that we are 

perishing?”  Despite their lack of faith, Jesus is quick to calm 

the storm. As he is patient with them, he will also be patient 

with us as we grow in understanding of who he is and how he is 

always present with us. 
 

The book of Job from which our first reading is taken was a 

story written to address the question of suffering.  Since at that 

time God had not yet revealed that there was a next life.  They 

believed that God was just and their understanding was that it 

was only in this life that God rewarded the just and punished the 

evil.  The logical conclusion then was that if a man prospered in 

this life he must have done something good in the eyes of God 

and vice versa.  However, they also saw that things did not 

always work out that way.  Sometimes bad things happened to 

good people while other people got away with murder.  The 

book of Job is an attempt to explore this problem.   

Job is a good man who experiences many sufferings and raises 

many questions up to God.  God in turn questions Job as we 

hear in today’s reading and shows him and us that even if we do 

not understand or know what he is doing, God is in control of 

all things, and we just have to trust him. 

 Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus we have been 

given many more insights and answers to the mystery of 

suffering than Job.  Yet, many of us still tend to think about life 

the way people did long before Jesus.  At least subconsciously 

we think that if we are good God should make life pleasant for 

us and if people do evil they should be punished.  Sometimes it 

happens that way, but when life doesn’t go the way we think it 

should, our faith is shaken. We are overwhelmed when 

something bad happens in our life.  We are sometimes like the 

apostles.  When the storm comes up we cry out, “Lord, don’t 

you care that we are going to drown?” 



It took the disciples a while longer to understand, but by the end 

of the gospel, their fear turns to joy as they realize who has been 

accompanying them all this time.  It took time for the faith of 

the disciples to blossom.  So sometimes, does ours to 

understand that Jesus has dominion over all creation and all 

storms in our lives.  He is always in the boat with us.  Does that 

mean that every storm we face will be calmed?  Not necessarily.  

Sometimes Jesus calms the storm and sometimes he just calms 

us.  The disciples were experienced fishermen and knew how to 

deal with stormy weather, however, sometimes things are even 

beyond their control.  When we rely only on our own strength 

we can only do so much, but Jesus’ power is limitless. – We 

need to know our limits and when to cry out to God for help. 
 

There is the story of a woman seated next to a priest on an 

airplane during a storm.  The plane was bouncing up and down.  

The terrified woman said to the priest beside her: “Can’t you do 

something about this awful storm/”  The priest looked at her and 

said: “I’m in sales, not Management,” as he pointed upward 

with his finger. -- Today Jesus reveals himself as one we can 

trust in the most violent storms in life.  However, when Jesus 

turns his mission over to the Church, his disciples themselves 

are charged to become consoling presence in a world that 

continues to face storms and violence.   
 

This Father’s Day we honor those men who made it their life’s 

mission to be protectors of their families.  How do we all 

participate in supporting others in their times of trial and 

confusion?  The writer Dina Naveri believes and writes that “It 

is the obligation of every person born in a safe room to open the 

door when someone in danger knocks.”  Albert Einstein also 

spoke about the responsibility of those who are secure to assist 

those who are endangered:  “The world will not be destroyed by 

those who do evil, he said, but by those who watch them 

without doing anything.”   
 

Though we need to cry out to the Lord who can control the 

waters of chaos, yet it is not enough for us to recognize Jesus as 

the rescuer of those who are in trouble and to leave the task in 

his capable hands.  Because, he left it in ours.  Christ is present 

to all in need, but through us. 
 

St. Padre Pio regularly encouraged people to “pray, hope, and 

don’t worry.”  --- Our world is not perfect, but this must not 

disturb us too much.  Padre Pio tells us, “God will never permit 



anything to happen to us that is not for our greater good.  The 

storms that are raging around you will turn out to be for God’s 

glory, your own good, and the good of many souls.”   So -- do 

not lose hope amid the storms in your life and in the world.  

These are the times in which God has placed us, and it therefore 

follows that these are times that can make us holy.  We just 

need to carry on bravely with the help of God’s grace until we 

come to rest in God’s heavenly kingdom. 


