
The 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time --- June 26-27,  2021 

 

Usually, it is the Gospel that is the central focus of the Sunday 

homily.  I will be concluding with some reflections on the 

Gospel stories, but the passage from the Book of Wisdom in 

today’s first reading has so many important truths in it that I 

will give it my main focus today. 

Let’s listen to those words again: 

“God did not make death, nor does he rejoice in the destruction 

of the living.  For he fashioned all things that they might have 

being.  For God formed man to be imperishable; the image of  

his own nature he made  him.  But by the envy of the devil, 

death entered the world, and they who belong to his company 

experience it.” 

This passage sums up the inner story of all human life and of 

each individual life.  It provides us with important truths to keep 

in view as make our way through this short time of life that we 

have on earth.  Let us reflect on a few of them. 

1. It tells us that God fashioned all things.  The world around us 

did not happen accidentally or randomly.  It was brought into 

being by God and was created with a purpose and a meaning.  

This may seem to be an obvious truth, but we live in an age and 

time where this is called into question, and when more and 

more are thinking that it is we who should be the ones 

determining the meaning and purpose of life for ourselves and 

for others. 

2. It tells us that God is good and that his purposes for his 

creation are good.   Seeing all the suffering in this life, it has not 

been clear to all that it is a good thing to be alive.  Some 

philosophies have even suggested that the creator of the world 

was an evil being.  Others have set their hopes on trying to 

transcend or escape existence.   But no  -- as this reading clearly 

states – it is good to have life and be alive.   

It tells us that human beings are made according to God’s own 

image and likeness.  Despite the weaknesses, limitations and 

smallness that everyone experiences, we humans have been 

given a profound dignity and are meant for a most high destiny.  

Our hopes and desires rightly yearn for more than anything this 

world offers us. 

3. It tells us that death is not natural to us.  While our physical 

being experiences the normal process of life and death, we also 

have within us a deep aversion to death and a sense that it was 

not supposed to happen to us, and that something went very 

wrong.  As this reading rightly tells us – we were created for 



life and for immortality and the loss of life rightly troubles us 

deeply. 

4.  It tells us that there is an evil power in the world greater than 

ourselves that is fighting against God’s purposes.  The evil that 

often troubles the world is not the result of human sins and 

failing alones.  Men and women are capable enough of sinful 

deeds without outside help, but there is a depth to the world’s 

evil in things like torture that goes beyond anything merely 

human.  We have an enemy who is stronger that we are, and we 

have been caught in his net.  We “belong to his company” as the 

reading says because humanity has willingly joined his 

rebellion against God, and we now face its consequences which 

worst of all is death. 

All this brings to mind St. Paul’s words in his letter to the 

Romans – “Miserable person that I am!  Who will deliver me 

from this body of death?” 

These reflections lead us to Jesus, whom Paul reminds us did 

not cling to his divine dignity or his life but emptied himself out 

completely for the sake of rescuing us from our misery and 

helplessness.  Christ who was rich became poor so that we 

might become rich. 

These reflections lead us also to today’s Gospel where we see 

Jesus in action restoring healing and life to the woman with the 

hemorrhage and little girl who had died. 

Here in these stories the gospel writer Mark is preparing us to 

grasp Jesus’ ultimate conquest of death in his resurrection 

which is a prelude to the resurrection of all believers to eternal 

life.  

The two miracles we hear about today are the greatest miracles 

so far in Jesus’ ministry.  The people observing them are 

astounded as they realize that these are things only God can do 

and are signs of the new creation that God had promised. 

Among the similarities between these two stories is the fact that 

they were both desperate and  beyond human help and now turn 

to Jesus for healing beyond what mere humans can produce. 
 

What brings the woman and Jairus the father of the little girl to 

Jesus is faith which we see Jesus acknowledging and trying to 

deepen in them.  In their encounter with Jesus’ presence and 

touch they experience renewal and healing. 

These stories can give us insight into our own spiritual lives.  

We need not go looking for troubles or difficulties in order to 

draw close to the Lord.  Instead, we may be certain that God is 



present with us during times of joy and times of grief, caring for 

us in times of healing and times when we stand strong in faith. 

 

We see that when the announcement comes that the little girl 

has died, the people tell Jairus --- why bother the teacher.  But 

Jesus want to be bothered.  He wants to lift us out of all that 

steals life from us.  He wants to do more than restore the 

woman or us to physical health – he wants to restore our 

spiritual health and let us know that physical death is not the 

ultimate end of human life.  It is only temporary.  The little girl 

is asleep, he says.   

The raising of the little girl is a signal that despair and fear at 

the finality of death is no longer an inevitable part of human 

life.   

Each Eucharist celebrates the gift of our Lord’s resurrection 

from the dead, the defeat of death and his gift to us already now 

of eternal life. 

The first story in the gospel is a model for how to approach 

Jesus.  There is a great crowd of people bumping into him as 

they start to travel to the home of Jairus, but the woman reaches 

out deliberately to touch him and make living contact with him. 

 

How often do we merely bump up against Jesus – for example 

in in going to Mass and receiving Holy Communion.  Do we 

jostle against him in the midst of all else happening at Mass, or 

are we as determined as the woman to touch him being 

personally aware of the great grace and power that can come 

from him into our lives?   

St. Ignatius of Antioch referred to the Eucharist as the medicine 

of immortality.  Not just an individual medicine but a medicine 

for the entire human family called to the Supper of the Lamb.   

God did not create death.  And in the Blessed Sacrament or 

Holy Eucharist, death is being defeated even now for us. 

 


