
The 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time --- July 10-11,  2021 

 

Last week in the gospel we heard how the people of Jesus’ 

hometown of Nazareth took offense at the remarkable 

things  that Jesus was doing.  And because of their lack of 

faith he was only able to do a few miracles.   Jesus, 

however, was not deterred by his rejection, but continued to 

teach in the neighboring villages.  But now it is time to 

send  the Twelve apostles to do what he has been doing. 

 

In this first commissioning of the apostles, we see that 

Jesus is not intent upon carrying out the work of 

proclaiming the kingdom of God on his own.  Instead, he 

seeks co-workers to join his efforts. 

 

We see this same pattern throughout all of salvation history 

-  of God always using human collaboration in his actions 

and this continues today.  How well do we understand this, 

then, and, how are we living out our call to go out and help 

build the kingdom of God? 

 

The commissioning of the apostles is both a challenge and 

a consolation to the Christian community of the early 

church and to us and every community that through 

baptism is called and sent out on Jesus’ own mission. 

 

We see that Jesus is willing to work with flawed disciples 

and still dares today to send out men and women like 

ourselves to be instruments of the healing power of God. 

 

The story behind Amos in the first reading is that of God 

choosing basically a nobody – shepherd and pruner of 

sycamore fig trees—to leave the land of Judah and go up 

north and prophesy to the leaders and whole nation of the 

land of Israel.  His message from God was one of 

punishment coming for the northern kingdom for their 

unfaithfulness to God’s covenant.  This message threatened 

the status quo, so the local prophets were not delivering it, 

and so God sends in an outsider, and as an outsider and 

having no credentials, Amos is rejected and told to go back 

home to Judah.   

 

Jesus. likewise, sent out his apostles as nobodies.  He did 

not let them have the money and possessions by which 



many people try to command respect.   Of course, without 

credentials, status or worldly power, they were almost 

certain to be rejected.  Therefore, Jesus prepares them for 

rejection.  But, instead of becoming irate or hardening the 

hearts of those who rejected them further, they are to 

simply move on and leave the path open to try again. 

 

Jesus sends his disciples on a mission that is challenging 

and with the barest of essentials, yet the apostles are 

nevertheless  successful.  Many demons are driven out and 

many are healed.  Today’s gospel lifts up for us an 

important practice – that of discerning what is most 

essential.   

 

Oftentimes we feel like we need to acquire numerous 

things before we are prepared to preach the good news such 

as getting a degree in theology or certificate in ministry or a 

better understanding of the bible.  All these are good, but 

they can be used as excuses for not acting. 

 

For the disciples, the only thing necessary for carrying out 

their mission from Jesus was their relationship with him, 

their commission from him and the help of their fellow 

apostle who was sent out with them.  When Jesus sends us 

forth in weakness, it is then that his power reaches 

perfection – it lets the Lord work through us. 

 

Most of all, Christ wants us to trust in God.  Jesus gave 

them the authority they needed to carry out their mission 

and obviously it was enough.  Let us not concentrate on 

what we don’t have, but on what we do have of which Paul 

speaks so beautifully in the second reading-- telling us that 

we have been blessed with every spiritual gift in the 

heavens.   

 

Our mission of going out to speak about the gospel to those 

who may or may not be open to hear us is difficult.  Yet 

even if difficult, why would we not want to share what 

transforming things the gospel has done for us and can do 

for others?  Though we may experience some resistance to 

the message of the gospel, we are bringing a gift that alone 

deals with the root causes of the world’s problems.   

 



The police deal with symptoms.  Welfare workers deal with 

symptoms.  When we or the Church provide housing to the 

homeless or counseling to families that are breaking up or 

persons who are battling with addictions, usually we are 

dealing with symptoms.  When we seek to do the work of 

evangelism, however, we are going beyond the symptoms 

to causes.  What is at the heart of people’s distress?  What 

is it that causes them to mess up their lives or betray their 

values?  It is a weak or lacking relationship with God.   

 

A young boy who had been blind from birth had just been 

operated on.  As the parents waited for the doctor to 

remove the bandages they were uncertain about what his 

response would be.  Blinking his eyes and adjusting to all 

the new sights and colors, he suddenly began to take it all 

in.  Full of excitement, he said to his parents:  “Why didn’t 

you tell me it was so beautiful?” 

This is the work of evangelism.  It is the business of 

helping persons open their eyes and see the world as they 

have never seen it before.  It is not the pressuring of people 

to come to church.  Rather, evangelism is the introduction 

of persons to a new way of living, a new way of relating, a 

new way of viewing the meaning and purpose of life. 

 

The exodus of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt is seen 

as a symbol of the history of the whole human race.  

However, humanity’s true slavery was greater than that of 

the Israelites.  We were in bondage to sin, death, and to the 

devil.  The only one who could possibly help us was God 

himself.   

 

In the person of Jesus, God did what we could not do – he 

came among us and gave us freedom and new life.  Jesus 

however was not content to destroy the devil and heal 

humanity all on his own as was said earllier.  He gave us 

something of his own power such that we too could become 

instruments of defeating the devil and freeing the human 

race.  He then went further still.  He not only gave us his 

own authority, but he took up residence within us such that 

God himself is acting when we speak and act in his name.  

This is a privilege and responsibility beyond our dreams. 

 

It is good for us not to underestimate these two things:  

first, the immense power of darkness that afflicts 



humanity; and second, the far greater power of God that 

destroys that darkness as he acts in and through his 

disciples.  No one can defeat the devil, and no one can 

transform the world except God,  On our own, we are 

powerless to overcome evil.  But – as St. Paul tells us today  

-- “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 

the heavens.”   

 

In Christ, we have been given the mission and strength to 

be instruments with him in defeaingt evil and transforming 

life as we await the kingdom prepared for us in the life to 

come. 


