
The 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time --- July 17-18,  2021 

Today’s readings explain how God, like a good shepherd, 

redeems His people and provides for them. The readings 

also challenge us about our own responsibility to use our 

God-given authority in the family, in the Church, and in 

society, with faithfulness and consistency.   Pastoral 

ministry today includes not only the pastoral care given by 

those named or ordained as “pastors,” bishops, or elected 

officials, but the loving service given by all Christians who 

follow different callings to serve and lead others. 

 

The prophet Jeremiah sounded a warning over twenty-five 

hundred years ago to the kings of Judah and then also to the 

prophets and priests of Judah during the time that Judah 

and Jerusalem were destroyed by the Babylonians. He 

chastened those who would neglect or mislead God’s 

people:  “Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the 

flock of my pasture, says the Lord.  I will take care to 

punish your evil deeds.  I will appoint shepherds for them 

who will shepherd then so they no longer need to fear and 

tremble.” 

 

Bad leaders were a problem then and are also a current 

problem, made very painfully clear in the crisis of clergy 

sexual abuse and its mishandling by some bishops.  It is a 

reality that drives some people out of their parishes and 

even from the church.  It is a reality that will not be 

forgotten, but it is a reality that we can move beyond if 

there is repentance and acknowledgment of guilt and 

forgiveness given in response.   

 

St. Augustine once wrote that he bore two important titles: 

he was a Christian and he was a priest.  The first one filled 

him with joy, while the second filled him with dread.  

Priesthood is a most wonderful calling from the Lord, but it 

also carries great responsibility for me and all priests to be 

persons of holiness and good example in the likeness of 

Christ.   

 

Recently a person shared how, in a conversation, someone 

had expressed the deep anger and hurt they carried because 

of the sexual abuse carried out by priests of our diocese and 

how it had been handled by our bishop and how it had 

caused them great struggles in their faith. Recently also, 



another person shared a conversation they had had with 

person whose family member had years ago experienced 

sexual abuse from a priest. Most of the incident of abuse by 

priests happened some years ago but I was shown that the 

their effects are still very present and painful to some 

today.  

 

I have actually not done it before, but in light of these 

conversations and the Word of God today, I sincerely ask 

forgiveness for my abusive brother priests from all who 

have been so hurt, scandalized, and embarrassed by their 

abuse sexually and otherwise of those who entrusted 

themselves to them.---   I also ask forgiveness for all the 

ways that by lack careless words or actions I have hurt or 

scandalized  you or others by my own actions. --- I pray for 

the healing of Christ for all so that as St. Paul speaks about 

in the second reading we will be enabled  to go forward 

again as one body and in his peace.   

 

An article speaking about today’s readings spoke about 

how the readings today bring before us certain key truths 

that we should keep in mind.   

 

First  -- The Scriptures make it clear that the one who rules 

the Church is God himself.  We know this, but we tend to 

forget this when it comes down to practical matters.  We 

see well enough the visible aspects of the Church and the 

way it is affected by its human actors, but we can forget the 

far more powerful and influential invisible realities upon 

which the Church’s life depends.  God has given his human 

shepherds genuine responsibility, but he is always the one 

at the helm, guiding the ship.  When it comes to the Church 

making its way through time, things are never “out of 

control.” 

 

Second – When the Church suffers from a rash of 

unfaithful leadership, whether in the form of immoral 

behavior, or false teaching, or possibly both, this sad 

situation comes about mainly because of the unfaithfulness 

of God’s people as a whole.  Our world culture has been 

growing more secular for a long time.  As Bishop Joseph 

Strickland says – “the world today is not just post-Christian 

but post-God.”  Our Church culture has been affected by 



this world culture and the leaders it raises up are affected 

by the quality of the culture of the Church.   

It was stated that the Church tends to get the leaders it 

deserves.  Yet, by God’s kind grace, the Church often gets 

leaders far better than it deserves, beginning with Christ 

himself. 

Therefore, the primary response of God’s people to a 

culture of unfaithful leadership should be one of 

repentance.  So many of the prophets and holy leaders in 

Scripture prayed in this way:  “Lord have mercy, for we 

have sinned.”  They knew that persistent unfaithfulness by 

Church leadership was mainly the result, rather than the 

cause of general unfaithfulness among God’s people. 

(Consider how some members of the Church have 

remained faithful in the midst of our secular culture while 

others fallen away.) We each are responsible for how we 

allow the culture of the world to affect us.    This truth does 

not let bad leaders off the hook, but it points out the path 

that will bring about real change.  Anger and blaming 

Church leaders alone will not bring much change.  We all 

need to pray for God’s mercy. 

 

Third --- In the midst of the unfaithfulness that has allowed 

a culture of sinful leadership to emerge, God looks tenderly 

on those who have remained faithful to him.  He never 

abandons his beloved children, and in the midst of the 

struggles he finds ways, as he says in the first reading, to 

lead us himself.  Jesus is the true shepherd of his people.   

He is the one pope, the one bishop, the one priest, the one 

spiritual director, the one leader for each of his followers. 

All other leadership is a participation in the leadership of 

Christ.  If the human shepherds are not following Christ, he 

himself in great compassion will step in and “none shall be 

missing.  ---  It is a source of great joy for us to be able to 

say:  “The Lord is my shepherd.” 

 

As we rightly do whatever we can to address and change by 

human means whatever in Church leadership is unfaithful 

to Christ, let us keep these truths in mind, and act in 

keeping with them.  God is ruler of his people.  He will 

carefully guide those who are following him, and he will 

deal harshly with those who lead falsely in his name.  As 

the letter to the Hebrews says:  “It is a fearful thing to fall 

into the hands of the living God.”  (Hebrews 10:31) 


