
The 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time --- July 3-4,  2021 

 

The readings today talk to us today about how difficult it 

can be to speak the word of God and remain faithful to 

God’s call to be a prophet.  God warns Ezekiel that the 

people he sends him to are stubborn and rebellious yet 

through him the people will come to realize that God is 

reaching out to them.  Jesus himself meets with opposition 

as he preaches in the synagogue in his home town.  Paul 

too speaks about learning how God is able to speak with 

great strength when he himself experiences his own 

weakness. 

 

These readings call us to examine ourselves about two 

things:   

First – how are we exercising our own prophetic ministry 

that we each received at our baptism?  If we can appreciate 

how important it is to have the word of God spoken to us, 

then we can better understand how important it is that we 

all in turn speak the word of God to others.  We must not 

forget that at baptism every one of us was anointed to be 

priests, prophets and kings or leaders with Christ.   

This is never an easy task as we heard in today’s readings 

but that does not excuse from our responsibility to respond 

to Jesus’ call to go out to all the world with the message of  

his gospel. 

 

Second – how are responding when we are the ones whom 

the prophecy is intended to reach?  We know from the 

gospel of Luke that there was at first some positive reaction 

to Jesus as he preached in his hometown.  We know that 

not everyone was negative to him, but there were enough 

people who were that they were able to convince others.  

The people were so negative, in fact, that St. Mark tells us 

Jesus was not able to work any miracles there except for a 

few healings.  A lack of faith actually prevents God from 

helping us as he would like to.  Have we ourselves been 

resistant or not ready to listen to prophets speaking the 

word of God to us? 

 

Yes, it is critical that we take up our prophetic roles and 

speak the word of God as God calls us.  For example, 

parents have a critical responsibility to guide and teach 



their children and it is sometimes a thankless and 

unwelcomed task. 

 

However, it is even more important that we ourselves are 

open to receive God’s word to us because we will never be 

a prophet unless we first hear God when he speaks to us.  

So what might a prophetic word to us look like or sound 

like?  When we hear that someone is a prophet or is 

speaking a prophetic word we tend to think of it being 

some kind of warning, or rebuke, or something to get our 

attention or a word to call our attention to what is 

important.   

 

God can be quite sharp and pointed in his words at times.  

He will say things that will pierce our hearts, or wake us 

up, or warn us some spiritual danger.   

(For example: In a couple weeks from now we will hear the 

prophet Jeremiah speak of the punishment that will come to 

the leaders of Israel for not caring for the people.) 

 

Yet even when God is speaking strong words to get our 

attention, there is almost always also a word of 

encouragement.  In St. Paul’s 2nd Letter to the Corinthian at 

the beginning of Chapter 14, he urges everyone to seek the 

gift of prophecy, because he says, everyone needs 

encouragement.  Paul defines prophecy as a gift of 

encouragement. 

So, when we are seeking to recognize God’s prophetic 

word to us, we need to understand that sometimes that 

prophetic word comes as a gentle appeal to our heart. 

 

For example in the spiritual book I am reading Jesus speaks 

these words to the priest and to all people:  “Trust Me with 

all the events of your life.  I will not abandon you.  You are 

Mine and I will not forsake you.  The decisions of men are 

all in My hands.  Nothing will befall you that I do not 

permit.  (And here is a sentence I really like because life 

keep throwing us curveballs that weren’t expecting.)  I 

will give you My grace to accept the changing 

circumstances of your life.  It is I who am behind all that 

happens to you. Nothing escapes My omnipotence.  Trust 

me and be at peace.  I will bless you with all the love of My 

Sacred Heart.  Do not be afraid.  Tell me again and again 

that  you trust in My merciful love for you.  



 

God give prophets to us in every age.  Our task is to 

recognize them and listen to them, and most important, to 

act on God’s word.   

This Sunday you might take a moment to think about where 

and how and through whom God has spoken to you in a 

recent time.   

Were you ready to hear God’s word for you, or were you 

resistant at first? 

As much as you are able to  appreciate how God’s 

prophetic guidance and encouragement have helped you, 

look into your heart and also consider how important it is 

that you in turn are ready to answer God’s call to speak a 

prophetic word to others and to be faithful to that task even 

if you experience rejection as all prophets have at times. 

 

In the sacrament of Confirmation we are all anointed to be 

a witness of Christ and of our faith whenever the 

opportunity arises.  Sometimes we can witness through 

words of encouragement.  Sometimes we can witness by 

sharing with another person how much help our faith gives 

us.  Sometimes our witnessing is simply by our love, our 

example or by prayer. Whatever way God calls us, may the 

Eucharist strengthen all of us to be stronger prophets and 

witnesses of the Lord.  

   


