
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Sept. 11-12, 2021 

 

This weekend we remember think about the frightening 

terrorist attacks that happened in New York and Washington 

the amazing interruption of a flight that was likely aimed to 

crash into the Capital building in Washington.   

 

That took place 20 years ago.  We might ask whether things 

have gotten better in our world over these years.  To be 

honest, it doesn’t seem so. We need to strong and ready to 

sacrifice ourselves for others in the crises we have today as 

so many did that day. 

 

My time away on vacation gave me a little more time to read 

and reflect and listen to what is happening in the world 

today.  There are lots of tough things to deal with – not only 

in terms of politics, but also there are climate issues, 

droughts, fires, hurricanes, earthquakes, violence in many 

countries, serious unrest and dissension in our own country, 

people abandoning their faith throughout the world, and God 

being pushed out of all things. 

 

Thankfully - there is good news too.  And where do we find 

it?  The Holy Spirit continues to work everywhere, and in 

spite of our failings and weaknesses, we, the Church and the 

Word of God and Sacraments that we have are the real good 

news in the world. 

 

We are the good news when we live out our faith and not just 

talk about it as St. James tells us in today’s second reading. 

 

God continues to bless us and our world in countless ways.  

God is always with us and we need not be afraid whatever 

we have to deal with.   

God also promises us many things --- healing, help, joy, life, 

peace, mercy, heaven, etc.  – “whoever loses his life for my 

sake will save it.”  No wonder so many are attracted to the 

Christian faith, but still, many turn away from the faith. 

 

Is it because they find these promises of God too hard to 

believe – or doubt that God really loves us so much?  

Perhaps.  But probably the biggest obstacle to faith is the 

condition Christ reminds us of again in today’s Gospel.  In 

order to enter into God’s blessings – we will have to die – 



not so much physically, but interiorly --  we will need to die 

to ourselves, to our plans and ideas and thoughts. 

 

This is what Peter had to do immediately after recognizing 

that Jesus was the Messiah.   

 

As soon as Jesus explained the kind of Messiah he would be 

– that he would be laying down his life in suffering and 

sacrifice for the salvation of the world – Peter objected, and 

Jesus had to tell him that his ideas of the Messiah were 

wrong..  “Get behind me – he told Peter – you are thinking 

not as God does, but as human being do.” 

 

To follow Christ and to bring about the healing and renewal 

of the world is our mission as disciples of Jesus.  This is  a 

wonderful calling, but it will bring us into conflict with the 

world as it did for him. 

 

It is sad that we do not understand that the Church and 

Christianity are not just another way of living in the world.  

Rather, the Church and its teachings and sacraments are 

God’s presence and gifts for the healing of the world and that 

God has specially chosen us for this time and place to carry 

out our part in this mission.   

 

What is the most basic answer for all the crises that we see in 

the world and even in the Church?  It is for us to live our 

faith and seek holiness even with all of our weaknesses and 

failings.  

 

We all have our struggles in one way or another with money, 

power, and sex.  As we recognize our failings in these areas 

we need to go to confession, receive God’s mercy, and get 

back to work with his grace. 

 

We are immersed in a culture that thinks the Church is an 

outdated and meaningless institution--- a culture that 

constantly is steering us toward unbelief.  But we should not 

be afraid.  Transformations are happening and always can 

and will happen in God’s will and time.  We just need to be 

strong and faithful. 

All the brokenness in ourselves and in the world can seem to 

be an insurmountable obstacle, but, in faith it isn’t.  God can 

do all things – even in us.  We must never give up.   



To fully live out truth and our faith takes courage and often 

sacrifice – not always in money or material goods but 

sometimes in our ideas and ambitions or freedoms – yet --  

the rewards are joy and peace. 

Yes, at times we will fail to do the good we ought, and we’re 

all going to say and do things we ought not, but then we 

must let the Church steer us back to what is right.  As we 

look at the story of Israel – it is a constant call to repentance 

and a demonstration of how God doesn’t give up on us – his 

mercy is always there giving his people the chance to repent 

– no matter how many times we resist it. 

 

The world presents a lot of spiritual dangers to us, but it is 

not the call of Christ to isolate ourselves from it.  Rather, we 

are to engage and to be a leaven in the world. 

 

The pandemic gave us a slight break or pause – a time for 

discernment and renewal – a time to practice being more 

intentional in our faith, but now it is time to go out again and 

take the good news to the world. 

 

None of us really chose this task, but through our baptism it 

has been thrust upon us.  God choses the laity who live and 

work in the world especially for this mission – to go out into 

the world and leaven it and make it rise.  As with Christ, it 

will cost us – we will have to suffer and die in various ways, 

but then we will rise and the world also will rise. 

 

It is not certain persons, or programs, or politics that will 

change and save the world – only God can save the world.  

God wants us to be leaven in the world.  As soon as we are 

baptized this becomes our mission both individually and as a 

church and we are to take up this mission with joy. 

 

It is easy to forget this because life is such a challenge and 

there is evil in the world and we ourselves sin and mess up. 

But that doesn’t mean we stop looking for joy and believing 

that our faith and the truth of Christ is what brings joy in this 

world. 

 

The old catechism said that we were made to know, love and 

serve God in this life and to be happy with him in the next.  

That doesn’t mean there is no happiness here.  The 

fulfillment of happiness – the perfection of happiness – will 



be only in the next world, but this world prefigures the next 

and God wants us to be joyful missionaries and joyful 

workers in building his kingdom here today in this world that 

Christ loves and we too should love. 

 

Yes, the building of the Kingdom is difficult and will require 

sacrifice of our ideas and desires, and there will be resistance 

from the world that will bring us suffering, but let us rejoice 

and be lifted up by the greatness of our mission to help 

Christ and his Church bring about the salvation of the world. 

 

Only Christ and the Church can heal our world and bring it 

back to sanity and truth. 

 

Let us ask God for the grace to be like Isaiah in the first 

reading who did not rebel or turn his back on the mission 

God gave him, but rather was happy and proud that God 

might use is suffering and death to accomplish his plans. 

  “The Lord God is my  help; therefore I am not disgraced.  

See—the Lord God is my help – who will prove me wrong?”   

 

The story goes that eleven people were dangling from a rope 

beneath a  helicopter that had picked them up in effort to 

rescue them.  Being rescued were ten men and one woman. 

Word came down from the pilot that one of the eleven would 

have to let go; if not, everyone would perish.  

The woman spoke right up and said her whole life had been 

one of sacrifice -- for her children, husband, and parents -- 

and now she would be willing to sacrifice one last time by 

letting go. With that, the ten men applauded! ---------(you 

know what happened to them.)  

 

 --- The point of the story --- 1) Never underestimate the 

power of a woman.  2) Never underestimate the power of the 

Gospel because it too is full of surprises and paradoxes that 

on the surface do not seem to make sense.  ---- “Whoever 

wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross 

and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the 

Gospel will save it.” 

 

 

 

 


