
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Sept. 18-19, 2021 

 

“Let us put the just one to the test – let us see what will 

happen to him.” 

After Jesus teaches his disciples again that his mission will 

lead to his suffering and death – the disciples on their own end 

up arguing about who is the greatest.  – Having traveled 

sometime with him and experienced Jesus’ growing 

popularity, they assume that it will lead to a successful and 

pleasant life for them as well. 

Basically, what we see in today’s readings is a playing with 

the ongoing question of why we should bother to be good – 

following the Lord and living a life of faith. 

 

The fact is that living a good and ethical life is demanding.  It 

requires us to examine our consciences, to own up to our 

failings, and to always be striving to do better.  – And we 

don’t always get a physical reward out of it. 

 

Sometimes it can seem that those who do not take this kind of 

responsibility are better off – living without guilt and simply 

enjoying life.  We see a lot of that in the world around us 

today – people just wanting to be free to do whatever they 

want.  Yet – expecting something in return for goodness is the 

thinking shown by the wicked people in the first reading.  – 

They argue that if just and  good people are really in the right, 

they ought to be able to count on protection from God.  (“Let 

us see if God comes to help them.”)   

It is not only the wicked who think this way.  Jesus’ disciples 

fall into this pattern too.  They argue over who is the greatest, 

seeking honor and recognition for what they have given up to 

follow Jesus.  They misunderstand the purpose of their 

mission with Jesus. 

So do many of us think along these same lines.  We believe 

that our efforts should earn us good things that will come to us 

in this life.. 

However, God’s thinking is not our own, and putting our 

expectations on God’s actions will  usually lead to some 

serious disappointments. 

This is not to say that God is not generous.  God is amazingly 

generous with us – giving us graces and gifts far beyond our 

expectations.  But, God’s blessings and gifts do not always 

come according to our plans and timing and this can be hard 

for us to accept.   



Jesus combats his disciples’ pride and teaches them his ways 

by placing a child in their midst and asking them to receive 

even children and persons like them who have no power or 

prestige in the world as they would receive him – and, that in 

receiving such persons they will receive not only him but God 

who sent him.. 

We don’t always get a lot out of receiving children or needy 

persons in our world.  Yes, there are nice moments when our 

hearts are won over by children, but quite often children and 

needy persons leave us running on empty. 

Expecting children and others who are needy or dependent on 

us to fill us up and offer us reward for our efforts will mostly 

lead us to disappointment yet continuing to care for them and 

attend to their needs  is the right thing to do. 

 

So --Happy Catechetical Sunday and the effort it takes to learn 

and live out our faith!  Like teachers in our public schools, 

catechists or religious education teachers have had a tougher 

time carrying out their ministry in the past year or more. But, 

unlike public schooling, sharing our faith with our children or 

with each other as adults isn’t forced upon us and sometimes 

we skip out on our responsibilities in this area.  Yet, faith 

lessons are more important than school academics, and they 

are not just for children.  If following Jesus is our vocation, 

then we have to understand where he is going.  If Mass 

attendance is going to be more than a tiresome obligation, we 

have to take time to reflect on why we choose to participate.  

If sacraments are valuable, we have to appreciate what is 

happening in these rituals. 

As on person said, “when push comes to shove, the only faith 

that survives is the examined or intentional kind.”  If that is 

your faith you might thank the catechist and others who have 

played a part in your faith journey. 

The spiritual writer Ralph Martin shared a recent research poll 

of updated statistics about religion in America.  They show a 

continuing 30-year decline in Christianity and confidence in 

religion, and now the United States is one of the largest and 

most important mission fields in the world. 

 

When he speaks about the crises about the crises we face both 

in the world and in the Church, one of the truths Ralph Martin 

emphasizes is that “we need to recover our confidence  in the 

truthfulness of the Word of God and what the Church teaches 

about it in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 



Jesus calls his disciples and all in the Church today to live 

lives of service to others instead of being self-seeking.  One of 

the greatest services we can give to the Church and world is to 

help as many people – young and old – as we can to know the 

truth that will heal them and set them free. 

 

Getting back to the Gospel and Jesus placing a child in front 

of the disciples – there is a temptation to thing – “isn’t this 

lovely – Jesus loves and accepts children. However, our Lord 

is telling us something much deeper.  His own authority or 

power is that of a child.   

The child possesses no power, no authority of their own and is 

innocent and without personal ambition.   

Jesus is this child.  He is the Son of the Father.  To receive this 

child is to receive Jesus because the source of Jesus’ power is 

his Sonship.  He is the Son of the Father sent not to carry out 

his own will, but the will of God. 

 

With Jesus we are invited to give up the endless search for 

power and prestige.  To become ourselves humble children of 

the Father is the way to greatness and the peace that James 

speaks of in the second reading.  As James says – the wars and 

conflicts we have do not come from the foolish or bad things 

that others may say or do but from failing to have humble 

hearts.   

We will become great in the Kingdom and in God’s eyes 

through humble self-giving service and acceptance of all 

persons – especially those unacceptable in the world. 

 

One of our greatest examples of Jesus’ way to greatness is 

Mother Theresa of Calcutta who was introduced by the 

Secretary General to the United Nations delegates in 1983 

with just one sentence:  “I present to you the most powerful 

woman in the world.”  Earlier in 1976 in India when the Prime 

Minster conferred some high honor upon her, the Prime 

Minister said, “I feel myself dwarfed when I stand before this 

holy and mighty woman who heroically showed the world 

how to practice Christian love in sacrificial and humble 

service.”   

 

During this Mass, let us pray for the true spirit of service and 

for an attitude of love for those around us.  May the Holy 

Spirit help us become truly great through humble selfless 

service. 


