
Baptism of the Lord – January 8-9, 2022 
 

The Christmas season readings are a continually deeper 

and wider revelation of Jesus’ identity and mission.  At 

first Jesus was revealed as divine and as a light for the 

world but it was revealed to only a few people in the 

area of Bethlehem.  Last Sunday, the visit of the magi 

revealed that Jesus was to be Lord of all people on earth 

but it was revealed only privately to the magi.  This 

Sunday, as we complete the Christmas season with the 

baptism of Jesus, the identity of Jesus is revealed 

publicly to all in the voice that came from the heavens 

that this is God’s beloved Son. 

 

However, today’s feast is also about more than about 

Jesus’ identity – it is also about his mission that will 

fulfill the many promises of God and it is also about the 

new identity and mission that we too have through our 

call and baptism into a new life in Christ and the hope 

that we can bring to the world through our shared 

mission with him. 

 

Charles Dickens novel  -- “A Tale of Two Cities” begins 

with this line:  “It was the best of times, it was the worst 

of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 

foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch 

of incredulity (or unbelief).”  This novel was written as a 

commentary on the situation in England and France at 

the time of the French Revolution in the 1700’s.   

The rich were getting richer and poor were being left 

behind.  Law and order was carried on the basis of 

appearances and whom you knew rather on justice.  

Violence and unrest were the order of the day.  This 

situation was actually not far removed from other 

periods in history including the time of Jesus and John 

the Baptist and also our own day and time. 

 

At the time of Jesus the response to the occupation of 

Israel by the Romans and the corruption in both civil 

and religious leadership might have been fear and 

hopelessness and even revolt.  But, our gospel today 

tells us that the people were filled with expectation.  

They have been listening to John the Baptist speak out 

against sin and injustices and have come to be baptized 



and make a new beginning, and they are wondering 

whether John is the Messiah whom they have been 

waiting for.   

 

Luke tells us that everyone is coming to John the Baptist 

who is baptizing all who wished to repent and begin a 

new life.  Even Jesus hears about him and comes down 

to the Jordan river where John is preaching and 

baptizing.  Again, the crowd desires new life and 

conversion which is not so much a turning away from 

something but a turning toward.  As Jesus comes and is 

baptized surrounded by special signs, all are turned 

toward Jesus.  

 

The Feast of Baptism is a fitting close to the Christmas 

season.  The child from our manger scenes has grown up 

and is now a man.  Whatever hopes the shepherds and 

magi felt on that now long-ago Christmas night or visit 

are now being put to the test as Jesus begins his public 

ministry.  What the crowd witnesses at Jesus’ baptism is 

the unity of the God the Trinity as the Holy Spirit 

descends upon Jesus and anoints him as he come up out 

of the water, and then while Jesus is praying the voice of 

the Father is heard from heaven.  God’s presence and 

new life coming into the world are made visible to the 

crowd. 

 

The reason for Jesus coming to be baptized was not that 

he himself needed forgiveness but to show us that he 

was taking upon himself the world and its need to be 

redeemed and restored to life and union with God.  The 

Catechism of the Catholic Church explains that “the 

baptism of Jesus is on his part the acceptance and 

inauguration of his mission . . . . . and that the Father’s 

voice is a response to his Son’s acceptance, proclaiming 

his delight in his Son.”  “The Holy Spirit comes to rest 

on him to show that he will be the source of the Spirit 

for all mankind.”  

 

The Father’s words to Jesus: “You are my Beloved Son; 

with you I am well pleased” are the same thing that God 

says to us at our Baptism.  In general, we have a 

resistance or hesitancy to being told this.  We tend to 

say: “God loves Jesus like that – not me.”  However, 



Jesus shares his sense of being God’s beloved with us 

for in baptism we are baptized into a new life in Christ.  

With and in Christ we too are a special people.  In our 

religion classes at Sacred we are talking about vocation 

to specific ways of life, but  we all have a responsibility 

to become who we were meant to be by our baptism. All 

are called to  holiness and sharing in Christ’s mission.   

 

Belovedness is not about superiority or acclaim; rather,  

it is the humble acknowledgement that God lives and 

moves in each of us.  It is about being a servant to the 

world with Jesus who came to serve and not to be 

served. .   

 

Jesus’ baptism not only clarified for all the world who 

Jesus was, but it also gave Jesus his mission.  The same 

is true for us in our baptism.  If we are God’s child, we 

are called to live up to that dignity.  And in trying to live 

up to that dignity, who better could we imitate than the 

perfect Son of God, with whom the Father was well 

pleased.   

 

As we are renewed in the hope and expectation of all 

that Christ brings to this world, let us pray as we go 

forth in the world as  his disciples -- that our words and 

actions will always be a source of hope for our weary 

world. 

 

  
 

 


