
The 29th Sunday in Ord.  Time  –  October 15-16, 2022 

 

To do anything without ceasing is difficult.  Perhaps that is why 

there is often an urge to think of Jesus’ command in today’s 

gospel as impractical and unrealistic when he asks us to pray 

always..   

 

If we are to understand Jesus’ words, however, we must begin 

to understand prayer as a lived reality.  Only when we 

understand that everything we do connects us to God who loves 

us – can we begin to pray without ceasing.  Prayer is actually 

less about what we do or say and more about our relationship 

with God.  Nevertheless, it is a struggle for us to pray and to 

pray unceasingly.   

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks about this 

difficult of faithfulness in prayer.  Here is a quote from 

paragraph #2725.  – “The great figures of prayer of the Old 

Covenant before Christ, as well as Mary, the saints, and Christ 

himself, all teach us this:  prayer is a battle.” 

 

So it is that in today’s gospel, we  have Jesus teaching us to 

pray and presenting the “battle” of prayer to us – telling us that 

it is “necessary to pray always without becoming weary.” 

 

Why this battle?  And with whom?  The Catechism answers us 

these things: 

 

First, prayer is a battle because we often misunderstand what 

prayer is leading to discouragement in prayer or maybe never 

really even beginning to pray.  Prayer is first of all a grace of 

God and first of all a movement of God within our hearts.  The 

Holy Spirit is the one who initiates the desire to pray.  So, if we 

are seeking to know God through prayer, then we must be open 

to the movement of God in our hearts.  If we open ourselves to 

the grace of the Holy Spirit we will not become discouraged or 

weary in praying. 

 

Second, prayer is a battle because it requires vigilance.  The 

God to whom we pray remains largely invisible and seemingly 

unknowable to us.  The world around us tells us to trust only 

that which we can know and verify.  But faith, not knowledge is 

the necessary condition for prayer.  We come to “see” the Lord 



precisely by entrusting ourselves to Him.  So, if we desire to 

pray, we must remain vigilant in faith. 

 

Third, our battle has to confront what we experience as failure 

in prayer.  On the one hand, the Bible is filled with expressions 

of God’s almighty power.  On the other hand, it is evident both 

from biblical history and our own experience of the world that 

God seems not to be powerful at all.  Many people have paid no 

attention to him, and nothing seems to happen to them.  If God 

is so powerful, why does he seem so weak? 

 

Faced with this difficulty, some people come to the conclusion 

that no such powerful God exists or come to think that God’s 

presence in the world is troubled and up against yet more 

powerful forces and they find themselves unsure about the 

ultimate future of the Church. 

 

This seeming contradiction can be seen in the passages of 

today’s readings.  First, under the prayers of Moses,  Joshua is 

completely victorious over the Amalekites.  Then in the gospel, 

Jesus wonders whether, after all his teaching and suffering on 

behalf of all humanity, there will be anyone to follow him.  Is 

God powerful or isn’t he?  Does he rule the nations or are they 

free to go their own way despite him? 

 

The answer is that both are true.  God is indeed creator and ruler 

over all, yet he has dignified humans by given them a hand in 

their own creatin and response to him.  He has the power to 

overrule anything we might do or desire, but in his love, he 

insists that we come to him willingly, as children who love him.  

Because of this, he refrains from forcing people to do his will – 

at least for a time – in order to give us the opportunity to freely 

choose to respond to him and to trust in him. 

 

At the end of the Gospel Jesus sums things up:  if the widow’s 

prayers can move such a corrupt judge, will not the prayers of 

God’s chosen ones surely bring justice for them?  If God’s 

people pray continually, Jesus assures them that God will 

suddenly or quickly act.  Yet there is a doubtful tone to Jesus’ 

final question – “Will the Son of Man actually find any faith on 

earth when he returns?  -- Will he find any disciples praying – 

holding high the “staff of God” like Moses  -- over the 

dangerous forces opposing them?  Will the risen Christ find any 



people through whom he can send his saving grace into the 

world? 

 

Perhaps it is becoming obvious with whom we battle when we 

pray.  Prayer is an interior battle with our selves.  We battle our 

pride and our lack of faith.  And we are also battling the 

“Tempter” who tries to persuade us that God’s love for us is an 

illusion.  We weary of prayer because we are tempted to think 

that God does not care to respond or to even hear us. 

 

Thankfully, we  have the concrete examples of great 

perseverance in today’s readings, Moses and Paul, and Paul 

pointing us to those closer to home for us in his words to 

Timothy  -- “Remain faithful to what you learned and believed, 

because you know from whom you learned of it.” 

 

Who taught us about God?  Or about persevering in faith?  Who 

taught us how to pray?  What was it about their example of faith 

that brought us into the battle to hope and persevere in prayer?   

 

Let us be amazed at the love of God, who is more eager for our 

union with him in heaven than we are for ourselves.  The time 

will come when every knee will bend before him. That is the 

time of judgement when all our choices will be brought home. 

But now is the time of mercy, as Christ moves among us 

looking for hearts open to him, willing to persevere in  trusting 

in him,  and with arms steadily raised to him in prayer. 

  


