
The 27th Sunday in Ord.  Time  –  October 1-2, 2022 

 

Don’t despair seems to be theme of today’s readings.  You can 

certainly hear despair in today’s first reading as Habakkuk  

prays, “How long, O Lord? I cry for help, but you do not 

listen!”.   

 

Not only were the Babylonians defeating every nation from the 

Persian Gulf  to the Mediterranean Sea, but God’s own people 

in Judea and Jerusalem had turned from their worship of God to 

idolatry, child sacrifice and disregard for the poor and needy.  

Habakkuk calls out to God – “I cry to you, Violence!” but you 

do not intervene.”  Why, Lord?  Why?” 

 

God’s answer (as always) is “trust, have faith, be patient.”  

God’s salvation will come when God thinks it’s the right time.  

God will not disappoint.  God asking them to write this on 

tablets would symbolize the assurance of his promise.  Those 

struggling with faith need this reassurance that “The just one, 

because of his faith, shall live.”  St. Paul in fact quotes this line 

twice in his letters and applies it to faith in Christ.  Despair 

won’t help anyone, only faith. 

 

It took many years until, “in the fullness of time” God himself 

appeared as the savior, not  just for the Jewish people but for all 

people.  He began his saving work when he came to live among 

us, but he has not finished it.  So, we continue to need faith until 

God’s Kingdom is fully established.  The apostles did have a 

sense that what Jesus was asking of them would require a lot of 

faith.  In today’s gospel we hear them asking Jesus to increase 

their faith. 

 

It is interesting how Jesus responds. It is like he is telling them 

– “What do you think I have been trying to do ever since you 

have known me?”  (It  has been to help you increase your faith.)  

He tells them that “even with a tiny speck of faith they could do 

unbelievable things.”  Basically Jesus is indicating to them that 

their faith is already capable of doing great deeds. But what can 

they or we do to help our faith along? 

 

The little lesson on servanthood at the end of the gospel is also a 

little lesson in humility and also a lesson in faith insofar as the 

only way we can increase our faith is to live it out – to do what 



we have agreed to do.  (Such as taking time to pray, read the 

Scriptures and, as we are doing now, by coming to Mass.)   

 

If we don’t live our faith, it will weaken just as our muscles 

when we do not use them..  We see thist happening to many.  

They stop praying, stop going to Church and soon there is no 

time left for God in their life. 

 

Another thing we can do is what we hear in today’s second 

reading:  Paul writes to Timothy:  “Take as your norm the 

sound words that you heard from me.”  Words are so important, 

especially the things we tell ourselves.  A whole area of 

counseling has developed around this idea that what we tell 

ourselves affects our mood.  It’s called cognitive therapy.--  

What we tell ourselves also effects our faith.  If we always tell 

ourselves negative things we are going to believe these things.  

Instead of this we should remind ourselves of God’s promises 

and what we hear in the Scriptures:  “God does love me; Christ 

died for me; Christ hears me when I pray even when he says 

‘no;’ Christ truly does come to me in the Eucharist, etc..”   

 

Telling ourselves these things-- especially when we don’t feel 

it, or when the devil is whispering doubts in our ears, -- helps 

strengthen our faith.  Jesus tells us that with faith as small as a 

mustard seed we can do amazing things. 

 

We certainly can apply all of this to what we are experiencing 

in the world these days  -- and on this Respect Life Sunday to 

what the pro-life movement is experiencing. 

 

On this Respect Life Sunday we can apply all this 

encouragment to have faith and hope instead of despair to all 

that the attacks that the pro-life movement is currently 

experiencing. 

 

Right now, after the Supreme Court took away the federal right 

to abortion in June, we are hearing more than before about 

abortion, but the perspective that the media is presenting is 

often misleading and inaccurate. For example, on one program I 

listened to, they kept saying that pro-life pregnancy centers 

were lying to women when they warned women  about the 

negative psychological experiences that an abortion might have 

on them. 



 

Unless the Church speaks up, many, including Catholics, might 

never hear that the Church’s is both pro-woman and pro-life.  

The pro-life position has often been portrayed as being merely 

anti-abortion and not caring about women and their children 

past the time of birth.  Many are completely unaware of the 

countless ministries and agencies in the Church that support 

women, children, and their families throughout their life. 

 

The Church in the United States has a long history of service to 

those who are most vulnerable and remains the largest private 

provider of social services in the United States.  It serves 

millions through its diocesan ministries and agencies, Catholic 

hospitals and healthcare system, immigration clinics, shelters 

and Catholic schools and parishes.  The Church in the United 

States has countless ministries dedicated to helping mothers 

facing challenging pregnancies and those who may struggle to 

care for their children after they are born.  The US bishops 

through a new initiative called “Walking with Moms” has 

committed the Church to redoubling it efforts to care for women 

in such situations.   

 

While we are grateful to God for the Supreme Court’s decision 

that overturned Roe vs. Wade, we know that abortion still 

remains legal in many states.  However, no matter how the 

courts and legislatures treat abortion in the future, the pastoral 

care of the Church will continue to focus on the needs of 

women facing unexpected or challenging pregnancies. 

 

We have to acknowledge that many Catholics feel personally 

religiously conflicted about the Church’s teaching regarding 

human life and abortion, but are looking for resolutions.  

Hopefully, seeing the bigger picture of the Church’s concern for 

women and their families along with opportunities for questions 

and deeper conversation help them understand and accept the 

Church’s teaching. 

 

Statistics show that by the age of 45, as many as 1 in 3 women 

have had an abortion, and a similar number of men and family 

members have been involved.  Sadly, these numbers remain 

consistent for both Catholics and non-Catholics alike.  We need 

to let all know that God offers forgiveness  and healing to those 

who have participated in an abortion. 



 

Women and couples considering an abortion are almost always 

deeply conflicted.  Most experience a very deep and real 

struggle considering a decision with such lasting consequences.   

Many are subject to poverty or abuse, or a diagnosis that there 

likely will serous future health problems for their child in the 

womb, or pressures or coercion from family, friends and even 

medical professionals.    

 

So many in error feel that their only choice is to  have an 

abortion.  What is needed in all situations is a compassionate 

and loving sharing of the life-giving options that are available 

through the Church and in their community.  Sharing of 

personal stories can also be very powerful  -- cf Bishop 

Cozzens. 

 

We need to see that while working to help women and their 

families choose life, neither has the Church abandoned women 

and men who have chosen abortion and find themselves in 

spiritual and emotional struggles about their decision.  We need 

be reminded and remind all that no matter how serious the sin, 

God offers forgiveness.  We need to be channels of mercy 

leading them to the Project Rachel Ministry that is available in 

our own diocese for those seeking reconciliation after abortion. 

 

In these and other ways, we as a Church must not despair but 

persevere in faith and continue to build a culture of life and 

hope where women are never forced to choose between their 

future and the life of their children. 


