
The 30th Sunday in Ord.  Time  –  October 22-23, 2022 

 

Last Sunday the readings were about prayer and the difficulty of 

praying unceasingly and without becoming weary. 

Once again the Scriptures focus our attention on prayer.  The 

first reading and today’s psalm remind us that God hears the cry 

of the oppressed, the lowly and the poor.   

 

This does not mean that God does not listen to the prayer of all 

people, but God is especially attentive to people in great need, 

people who know that they rely on God for everything. 

(Sometimes, when people who are ill, they ask where God is.  I 

always remind them that as our loving Father, God is closer 

than ever to us when we are most in need.) 

 

St/ Paul in his letter to Timothy today proclaims his complete 

dependence on God, who, in all his many trials and rescues, 

“stood by him and gave him strength.” 

 

This recognition of our need for God is the central concern of 

today’s readings and is especially pointed out to us in today’s 

Gospel parable.   

 

Both the Pharisee and the tax collector are sinners, as we all are.  

But as they present themselves before God in the temple,  only 

one presents himself  before God honestly.  The Pharisee, the 

gospel says, “spoke this prayer to himself” and about himself.  

In his prayer he speaks of all the fasting, almsgiving and other 

good things that he has done, without acknowledging his self-

pride, judgement of others, and his comparison of himself to 

others.  He is probably right in noting the dishonesty of the tax 

collector.  

 

 However, it is the tax collector who is completely honest and 

repentant.  As a tax collector he cheated many and knows that 

he himself cannot undo all the harm that his greed and 

dishonesty has caused in the lives of others.  He is painfully 

aware that he is a sinner and therefore asks only that God “be 

merciful” to him.  He opens himself to God’s forgiveness. 

 

The Pharisee, acting as though he is good as is and needs 

nothing from God, gets nothing.  The tax collector, admitting 

his need for God’s mercy, is  heard (and justified or forgiven.)  



 

We usually decide that the Pharisee was a hypocrite.  But Jesus 

did not say that.  Jesus does not fault the Pharisee for his good 

works.  Fasting, tithing and generosity toward God are all 

important things.  The gospel does not condemn pious practices.  

The Pharisee went wrong in something else.  He gloried in 

himself.  He made himself, and not God, the center of his 

prayer.  He was basically telling God – “look at me and all I am 

doing.  You should respect me and love me.” 

 

It is here that he is mistaken.  We do not earn God’s love.  

Rather it is God’s love from which all things come.  We should 

be pious, devout and holy like the Pharisee;  we do this not so 

that God will love us, but because God already loves us. 

 

The tax collector already understood this.   He left the initiative 

to God.  He said, “God, let it come from you!  Have mercy on 

me!  Let  it start from you!  He went home justified, as Jesus 

tells us, unlike the Pharisee.  The tax collector understood the 

nature of God’s love.  How do we understand God’s love?  Are 

we like the Pharisee or like the tax collector in our heart today? 

 

Like the Pharisee most of us can say, “I feel as if I’m a pretty 

good person.  I’m glad that I am not like a lot of other people.”  

Yet Jesus tells us that the Pharisee did not get right with God.  

Why?  He forgot one important element in the spiritual life  -- 

namely humility.  The lesson Jesus is driving home in his words 

– “whoever exalts himself will be humbled and the one who 

humbles himself will be exalted” is among those more frequent 

in his teachings.  For example – “if you do not receive the 

kingdom of God like a child you will not enter it,” and 

“whoever would be great among you must be your servant.” It 

is the awareness that it is God who saves us. 

 

Holiness and justification begin with a humble recognition of 

our need for God’s mercy.  You might notice that’s the way 

Mass begins.  We acknowledge that we are not perfect, and we 

approach Him by first asking for his mercy.   

 

Does all this mean that we do not need to worry about keeping 

the Commandments or doing good works?  Jesus stresses in 

how important these are in so many passages in the Scriptures, 

but today,  the gospel tells how we are to begin our approach to 



God. We all are in need of God’s mercy which is why today’s 

celebration of World Mission Sunday is so important.  All 

people of the world and every new generation needs to know 

God, know how much they need God, and know how merciful 

God is.  In the words of today’s psalm:  “The Lord redeems the 

lives of his servants, no one incurs guild who takes refuge in 

him.”  ** 

** As a closing thought on this World Mission Sunday, I leave you with 

a reminder from the evangelist Roy Fish who emphasizes the difference 

between "come and hear" and "go and tell" ministries. He writes that, 

"People often say, 'Come and hear the Gospel taught in our church' or 

'Come and hear this speaker in our church.' He says that the 'come and 

hear' kind of evangelistic approach is reversal of the Great Commission 

of Jesus. His instructions to his church were not to invite people to 

'come and hear,' but for believers to 'go and tell.' The main responsibility 

is not to bring the lost to the Gospel, but to take the Gospel to the lost. 

Jesus wants us to go and witness, but we have interpreted it to mean, 'Go 

and invite people to church.'"   -- I think he makes a good point. -- At 

some point we need to invite people to church, but how are we first 

going out and telling others what God has done for us. - – Something to 

think about on this World Mission Sunday.. 


