
The 28th Sunday in Ord.  Time  –  October 8-9, 2022 

 

(Last Sunday – the theme of the readings was faith and trust in 

the Lord.) 

 

As was stated in the introduction to the Mass today’s readings 

are about two persons, healed of leprosy who return to give 

thanks to the one who cured them.  

 

1. So as expected, the first point in today’s readings is 

about the importance of  gratitude.   

 

2.  But as we look again at the two persons who return to 

give thanks, another thing that the readings note is that 

they both were foreigners and not Israelites. So, there is 

an additional message in today’s readings about the 

universality of God’s care and salvation and God’s 

concern to include all humanity in his plan of salvation. 

 

3. Finally, with the help of biblical scholars, we look even 

deeper into the story of the healing of the ten lepers and 

note that Jesus speaks not of their being cured or healed, 

but of their cleansing, and that they should show 

themselves to the priests..  For these men to be able to 

enter again into worship of God in the temple as well as 

be part of community again, they all had to be cleansed. 

And from this we can come to see that we all have been 

cleansed by God so as to be able to come and 

participate in the worship of this Mass and need to 

consider how much we appreciate and grateful for our 

own cleansing from the leprosy of sin and separation 

from God. 

 

So.  

 

1.  So, first of all a look at the need for gratitude. 

a. All called to love God above all things . .. .  

b. But love is not a feeling we can just turn on –even 

with the help of grace.   

c. Rather  -- it is a response to what has been given to 

us.   As SS says, it is not that we have loved God, 

but that God has first loved us. 



d. Do we appreciate what God has done for us?  Do we 

realize that all we have is from God?  Do we realize 

that all we have come to hope for the future and for 

eternity is from God?  As we will say more about in 

the last point – do we realize how the cleansing of 

Christ’s sacrifice for us has restored us to life with 

God? 

e. If so, what kind of response do we owe to God if 

everything we have and have been restored to is 

from God? 

f. Our relationship of love for God begins with 

thankfulness and gratitude.  It is pretty easy to find 

things to be thankful for, but how often do we stop 

to acknowledge God’s gifts and actually give thanks 

to Him? 

 

 

2.    Secondly we need to need to hear the message for us 

in the fact that both of these men were foreigners.   

 

a.  Remember how angry people of Nazareth became 

when Jesus mentioned that for all the lepers in Israel 

at the time of Elisha the prophet, none was but the 

foreigner – Namaan. Syrian -- was cleansed. 

b. From the beginning and still today the Israelites 

remain God’s chosen people.  Nevertheless, God 

was always showing them that he wanted to bring all 

persons back into communion with himself, and they 

were to help God in making that happen. As today’s 

psalm said, “all the ends of the earth have seen the 

salvation by our God.” 

c. Among the ten lepers living together but apart from 

all the other people was a Samaritan.  I don’t have 

time for the whole story, but Samaritans were hated 

by the Jews and vice versa –no love lost between 

them.  However, leprosy and exclusion from 

community had brought the ten lepers together and 

they supported each other, and Jesus did not exclude 

the Samaritan when he sent them off to the priests. 

d. In fact, on his journey to Jerusalem, Jesus did not 

have to pass through Samaria, but he did.  Jesus, 

following the will of God, was always reaching out 

to areas in greater need and to those on the margins 



of society – for example, tax collectors, who were 

considered by all to be sinners.  – In today’s second 

reading, Paul, who is in prison, tells Timothy that he 

bears all such sufferings “that others too may obtain 

the salvation that is in Christ Jesus.” 

e. If we have the Spirit of God in us, how are we being 

moved to reach to those considered to be outcasts or 

unpopular in our community?   

f. Did we note the words of Jesus to the Samaritan?  

He did not say – “You are healed and can go now.”   

No – he said, “Stand up and go, your faith has saved 

you.”  The Samaritan’s return to give thanks opened 

the door to salvation. It was not his nationality, but 

his faith in God, his faith in action that brought him 

into the salvation God wants for all people. 

g.  The Samaritan’s gratitude was not just a thought in 

his head but something that moved him to action – to 

return to Jesus and give glory to God.  Gratitude, 

like faith, cannot be just  an intellectual thought, but 

must be put into action for it to bring salvation to us. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 

3.  Finally, it is worth paying attention to the word Jesus 

used in speaking of the healing of the ten lepers – “ten,” 

he said, “were cleansed, were they not?  Where are the 

other nine?” 

 

a. Scripture scholars speak of how God coming to dwell 

with fallen humanity needed to prepare the people for 

his presence.  Nothing evil can exist in the presence of 

God’s great goodness.  If he was to live with his people, 

they needed to be purified of their darkness.  The word 

used to describe the state of purity was “clean.” 

b. In the Psalms, when King David asked forgiveness of 

God he prayed that God would “wash him thoroughly 

from his iniquity and cleanse him of  his sin.”  “Create 

in me a clean heart” he prayed. 

c. All this is part of the background for today’s story of 

Jesus and the ten lepers.   In many ways in the OT, God 

used the avoidance of certain foods that were considered 

immoral as a way to teach about purity.  Likewise, the 

disease of leprosy was a symbol of sinfulness.  A person 

having had leprosy could not enter the Temple until the 



priests could verify that the skin rash was gone.  Until 

then, the leper had to stay away from other people and 

not infect others.   

d. All this means that when Jesus cleansed these ten 

lepers, he was not so much exercising his power over 

their physical disease as showing that he had the power 

to forgive sin and eliminate its effects that kept us 

separated from God. 

e. Jesus sends the lepers to the priests so that they can be 

examined and once again enter the Temple and worship 

God. 

f. We know that skin disease does not make a person 

unworthy to be in God’s presence, but we still remember 

the point of that important symbol.   

g. We are all spiritual lepers, and because of our sinfulness, 

we are unfit for the presence of God.   

h. If it is true that we are all lepers on the spiritual level, 

and that this encounter of Jesus with the ten lepers is 

meant for each of us, the question is – how does Christ 

cleanse us of our leprosy? 

i. The answer is: in the washing away of sin in baptism.  

When a person is baptized, the leprosy of sin is removed 

and the soul is given the ability to live in the presence of 

God.  Yet it is easy for us to take this great gift for 

granted.  As with the ten lepers, many are given the 

grace of baptism, but it seems far fewer respond to 

Christ with gratitude and faith.  –  

j. Let us not be among those who treat this amazing gift 

with ingratitude.  Instead let us throw ourselves at the 

feet of Jesus, recognizing that he is the one who has 

done this for us.   

 

So todays reading leave us with these three points to reflect on: 

 

1. Our gratitude to God and how we are expressing that 

gratitude. 

2. Our readiness to understand and act on the message that 

God desires the salvation of all and our help in bringing 

that about in our day to day reaching out to all people. 

3. And finally, our appreciation of the effects of our 

baptism and how it has cleansed us and enabled us to be 

in the presence of God and to receive and be filled with 

his presence in this Mass today. 


