
Christ the King  –  November 19-20, 2022 

In a few days, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving here in the 

United States.  It is most likely on your mind.  For many of us 

Thanksgiving is about coming together to celebrate our families.  

However, Thanksgiving was originally about the bounty of the 

harvest and hunting.  It was a harvest festival.  Today, fewer and 

fewer people work in agriculture, and even if we do, we get most 

of our food from the store and not directly from our gardens and 

farms.  So, a harvest festival does not mean that much to us.   
 

But in days past, there was a good reason to give thanks for the 

harvest.  It meant that you and your family would have food to get 

through the coming year.  Many depended entirely on what they 

produced.  There was a real reason to give thanks, and real reason 

to fear a bad year. 
 

This led ancient peoples to select kings over themselves.  They 

feared that others would come, as they sometimes did, and steal 

what they had harvested.  Out of this fear, they looked for someone 

among themselves who could protect them from foreign invaders 

and dishonest neighbors – someone who could focus their time 

only on protecting them and keeping law and order.  The Bible 

tells us how the Israelites first approached the prophet Samuel  to 

select a king for them.  While Samuel was reluctant to do and gave 

them warning from God about the demands that king would make 

of them, he went ahead and anointed Saul as king. 
 

Saul’s kingship involved a lot of struggles and ended poorly.  The 

Israelites, fearing that their nation would be threatened, turned to 

David, who was at that time the king of a single tribe of Judah.  

They felt close to him and trusted that he would truly protect them.  

This he did.  Israel prospered under his kingship.  He was truly a 

shepherd over them. 
 

Jesus, as we know, is a descendant of David.  For generations the 

people of Israel longed to have another king like David. The 

kingship of David, we believe, was passed down to Jesus.  

However, Jesus’ kingship was different from that of his ancestor 

David.  King David courageously faced off against many fierce 

enemies who would have used violence to steal what belonged to 

the Israelite people.  David was always there to defend the 

Israelites.   

 

Likewise, Jesus, as king, defends his people, His Body, the church, 

form even greater enemies.  These enemies are sin and death that 



would separate us from God and each other.  As St. Paul tells us in 

the second reading today, “He delivered us from the power of 

darkness and transferred us to the kingdom.”  The power of sin 

steals and destroys our lives far more than any enemy nation.  

Death holds a power over us that is greater than any other evil.  

Jesus’ kingship is about protecting us from these dangerous forces.   
 

Kingship, of course, does not have a good reputation in general.  

Too often, those given power and privilege abuse it.  Instead of 

protecting and promoting the welfare of the people, they harm 

them.  History is full of stories of bad kings and leaders. 
 

Jesus, however, is much different.  He is actually the one person 

from throughout history who is worthy of being named a king.  

Chuck Colson, whom a few of us may remember as the legal 

counsel to Richard Nixon when he was president, and then later 

went on to be the founder of Christian Prison Fellowship, says it 

like this:  “All the kings and queens I have known in history sent 

their people out to die for them. I only know one King who 

decided to die for his people.” 
 

When all power was given over to him,  Jesus did not use it for 

himself but for all of us, even the most unworthy of us.  We need 

only to hear our gospel today to understand this.  Jesus accepted 

death on the cross and the humiliation of it because of his love.  

The one thief on cross next to  him was able and open to recognize 

that Jesus’ kingship and kingdom were different than the kingdoms 

of this world.  Through his suffering and death on the cross he 

showed us his union with our sufferings in this life and what true 

love looks like.   
 

For this reason, Christ is King.  He was one of us, died for us, and 

loved us.  He gave us a share in his kingship.   For this we give 

thanks – not just today – or simply on Thanksgiving Day, but at 

every Mass.  While some or many may scoff at him for lack of 

understanding such love and service to the world --- may we, like 

the one criminal recognize his love and never cease to thank him 

for being our king and king of the Universe. 

 

Again, from today’s first reading we learn that God’s concern was 

not only to appoint the strongest male warrior to rule with power.  

Rather God sought someone to “shepherd his people” so Jesus 

whom we worship as King of the Universe is also our Good 

Shepherd. 

 


