
The Third Sunday of Advent  –  December 10-11, 2022 

 

Today’s first reading is joyful as it announces that God is coming 

to rescue the Israelites from exile in Babylon and bring them home. 

When read or hear these words today, they point to another rescue 

by God.  When John the Baptist in the gospel wonders if Jesus is 

“the one who is  to come,” Jesus simply quotes from today’s first 

reading – “ the deaf will hear; the blind will see,” etc. The obvious 

answer to John’s question is ‘yes.”  He is the one who is to come.  

What we are seeing and hearing is that the same signs that once 

marked the end of Israel’s long exile are now the signs that mark 

the arrival of God’s kingdom in the person of Jesus. 

 

Feeding the hungry, releasing those held captive, raising up those 

who are bowed down --- these are marks of the kingdom of God. 

They are the actions of God spoken of in the verses of today’s 

psalm.  We can easily understand  these in a spiritual sense, but in 

the Scriptures, the material and the spiritual are intertwined.  For 

example, when Jesus multiplies the loaves and fishes to feed the 

hungry crowds, he is also teaching them and feeding their hunger 

for God. 

 

Can we recognize and rejoice in the signs of God’s action in such 

way in the events of our lives?   The Catechism of the Church says 

that it is by what they have done for the poor that Jesus will 

recognize his chosen ones.  When ‘the poor have the  good news 

preached to them,’ it is the sign of Christ’s presence. 

  

Isaiah, even in the midst of all the discouragement of coming back 

to Jerusalem and finding the city utterly destroyed, saw an Israel 

that no one else could see.  He saw a blooming desert where others 

saw just a barren desert.  There are times when we look at our 

world and find so much to be hopeless and pessimistic about.  But 

with the eyes of a prophet and eyes of faith we can imagine the 

“splendor of our God” coming out of all that is dark and gloomy. 

 

But it is not easy.  Look at John the Baptist.  Last Sunday we saw 

how confident and powerful his words and actions were as he 

baptized people in the Jordan river and announced that the 

kingdom of God was at hand.  Now in today’s Gospel he sends 

some of his disciples to ask Jesus whether he is “the one to come” 

or they should look for another. John expected God to come as one 

mighty in judgement, however, today’s Gospel, and in fact the 



entire Gospel, proclaims a different message.  God will come with 

mercy and kindness as well as judgement and vindication.  John 

was surprised to find Jesus manifesting both power and humility.   

Today’s Gaudete Sunday readings present with a great cause for 

celebration in the midst of our Advent waiting.  God comes with 

kindness and mercy.  He comes with both humility and justice to 

save us.  He pays back a sinful world with vindication and “divine 

recompense,” Isaiah says.  He comes to save us.  

 

At the end of today’s gospel, it says that as John’s disciples were 

going off Jesus spoke to the crowds about John.  He asks them 

what drew them to John.  Was it not that they recognized him as a 

prophet of God whom they should pay attention to?  And if they 

believed and recognized John to be a prophet (and he was that and 

more, Jesus assures them) then they should for sure be paying 

attention to the even greater one whom John was sent to prepare 

for.  In other words he is saying that if they believed in John’s 

words then, even if John and they (and we today) findd Jesus to 

some what different than personal expectations, we should be 

paying attention to all the signs of God’s presence in Jesus’ words 

and actions. 

 

 The question then is:  will we rejoice and accept his merciful 

salvation, or will we refuse the season of mercy that he offers us 

and instead look for divine judgement in other persons or places?   

 

So -- on this Gaudete Sunday we are invited to rejoice and be glad!  

Okay. But is this just an external nicety asked of us for this day or 

what?  Why rejoice when there is so much that is obviously wrong 

in the world and in our life?  How can we live without anxiety 

unless we are simply out of touch with reality or just not paying 

attention to what is happening in our world? 

 

But-- how do we understand God?  Is he not the one who sees and 

knows all things?  He, in fact, deals in nothing except what is true 

and real.  If he tells us to rejoice (as he does in today’s first 

reading) it is because there is a serious reason for it.  If he calls us 

to leave fear behind, it is because that is the most realistic way to 

deal with life.   

 

We need to see that the heart of  the Christian view of life is hope.  

Those who hope are happy.  Those who  have no hope are sad and 



desperate.  The fact is -- our happiness has less to do with what we 

are currently experiencing than with what we confidently hope for.   

 

For example  -- a man can be living in comfort and luxury but be 

anxious and miserable because he knows that in a matter of days 

his corruption will be uncovered and he will be put in jail for years 

to come.      ---  On the other hand, a woman might be in jail 

because she was falsely accused of a crime.  But, she is joyful, 

because she knows that her verdict is being overturned and she will 

be released in a month and return to her family and friends.  The 

secret to the one’s despair and the other’s joy is not their 

immediate experience, but whether they have a sure hope for a 

good future. 

 

Advent is the season of joy because it reminds us of the bright 

future in store for all who stay with Christ.  Whatever the injustices 

of the world, whatever difficulties and sufferings we have 

encountered, our King is already among us to drive out the 

darkness we experience and bring us back to life, and then he will 

be coming again to set all things right.  On that day, all truth will 

be revealed, justice be done, and mercy given to all who sought for 

it.  Death will be destroyed; all sorrow will be gone, and the 

wedding feast of heaven will begin.  That is the hidden hope in the 

heart of all believers, a hope that springs forth into a joy that 

cannot overcome by the passing circumstances of this fallen world.  

On this Gaudete Sunday, let us take hold of gift of hope and hold 

on to it.  God does not lie, and he will be true to his promises.  

 

What good works do we see lived out in our community that give 

us hope and tell us of Christ’s presence and action?  

 

 

  

 

   


