
The Fourth Sunday of Advent  –  December 17-18, 2022 

 

How the time flies.  Christmas will be here next weekend.  Next 

weekend we will again celebrate the anniversary of the birth of 

Jesus that people have celebrated for about 17 centuries on this 

date. 

 

In today’s readings we hear about how the promised son of 

Abraham and David came to birth.  “ I will make of you a great 

nation,” God promised Abraham.  “I will establish his royal throne 

forever,” God said of David.  In Jesus of Nazareth, those promises 

are fulfilled. 

 

But there is more.  And this is the point of today’s Gospel.  This 

promised child is the child of God.  “It is through the Holy Spirit 

that this child has been conceived in Mary,” the angel tells Joseph.  

So Jesus is more than the fulfillment of a promise; he is the 

incarnation of God – that’s what’s more.  That is why the angels 

were pressed into service in speaking to Mary and to Joseph, 

because this truth – the truth of Christmas – is an act that is purely 

of God’s doing.  Only God could have told Joseph and us about it.  

Joseph could not have discerned this by his own effort.  He needed 

supernatural and angelic help.   

 

This note invites us to open ourselves to similar help from God.  

Otherwise, the great gift and mystery of Christmas will be missed 

by us..  What steals Christmas from us is the season itself with all 

its parties and presents and busyness.  We must find some time, 

somehow, some way to open ourselves to God and the truth of 

Christmas that only he can show us.   

 

Someone suggested that maybe we should take a nap as Joseph 

did; at least we should make some time for prayer and reflection.  

Otherwise, our Christmas will be only what we make of it  -- a 

holiday with some joy and cheer, but not as special as it should be, 

not something as significant as this event really is.  What we are 

remembering and celebrating is the most astounding event in 

human history. 

 

In the midst of our many joyful Christmas customs, it is important 

that we recall just how significant this event really is – the birth of 

the one, Jesus, who is, as Paul says in the second reading, 

descended from David according to the flesh and also Son of God 



through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let us be newly amazed by 

this.  If Christ is who he said he is; if he is the one who created the 

world and who upholds the universe; if he is the source of all light, 

life, goodness, and truth clothed in human flesh, then his birth or 

incarnation is many times more the most important thing that has 

happened to our world.  It is above all other things that have 

happened and therefore fitting that we number the years of our 

calendar around this event. 

 

When God became human – joining his divinity with our humanity 

– he forever changed the history and destiny of our race.  He 

brought into the world the power of heaven itself, a power to 

oppose and overthrow the “prince of this world,” a power to bring 

light into the darkness in our lives, a power to forgive sin, a power 

to transform human into sharers in the holiness and divinity of 

God.  From his first coming among us until now, all history turns 

around him. 

 

The wonder of it all is that this entrance of heavenly power into 

our world took place so quietly.  The One through whom 

everything was created, arrived in the form of a powerless infant to 

battle sin and rescue his suffering people.  No news so good, and 

no development so overwhelming, has ever come to humanity.    

 

What we are talking about here is the real Christmas.  It is 

Christmas that only God can give; it’s something angels announce, 

not advertisers.  It’s a Christmas that must be approached 

spiritually through such things as prayer, the reading of the Bible, 

and making a good confession.   

 

The spirit of Advent invites us to live close to Mary during this 

time that she is carrying the child Jesus in her womb.  We can even 

think of our whole life as a somewhat longer advent, a time of 

waiting for that moment  when we will at last find ourselves with 

God forever.  We need to live this advent beside Mary every day if 

we want to be certain of finding Christ in this life and afterwards 

being with him in eternity. 

 

There is no better way of preparing for Christmas than keeping 

Mary company, getting to know her and deepening our love and 

trust in her.  When we turn to her, she leads us to Christ. Through 

her witness of faith and intercession for us she helps keep our hope 

alive in our times of difficulty and failure. 



Likewise, it is good to stay close to Joseph. The essence and 

ultimate meaning of Joseph’s life was in the fulfillment of his 

mission as Mary’s husband and as the father of Jesus, in the same 

way that every person who comes into the world has a specific 

vocation from God.  When the angel revealed to him the mystery 

of the virgin birth of Jesus, Joseph fully accepted his vocation, to 

which he would remain faithful to until death.  St. Joseph’s whole 

glory and happiness lay in his knowing how to understand what 

God wanted of  him and faithfully carrying it out to the end.  

Along with Mary let us stay close to Joseph as we meditate on the 

approaching Nativity.  He, through the witness of his example, 

only asks us to be simple and humble in our contemplation of the 

mystery of Mary and her son.  There is no room for the proud in 

the company that will gather at Bethlehem. 

 

Perhaps with Joseph we need to be open to dreams about ourselves 

– dreams about our life and our future.  As we learn today of 

Joseph’s identity and mission, what is our identity and mission 

from God?  As we look at our dreams from the perspective of faith, 

do we see God’s life in us and in our world?  Do we know that we 

are God’s beloved?  What is the reliable hope that we have been 

given?  This not just a dream, this is the truth.  Again, staying close 

to Mary and Joseph is the best thing we can do so that we can learn 

from them who experienced it firsthand how to live our lives also 

within the great mystery of Emmanuel  -- God with us.   

 

The sign originally given to King Ahaz to assure him that God was 

with him and that was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus to the virgin 

Mary is not only a symbol of God’s presence but is the very 

presence of God come to dwell in the flesh with his people.  Paul, 

in his letter to the Romans informs them that God’s promises 

belong also to them as Gentiles.  The title “God is with us” turns 

out to mean finally that God is with all of us – all of humanity.  

That is what above all our celebration of Christmas is really about.. 

 

May all nations let the Lord enter  -- he is the king of glory.     

  

 

 

 

  

 

   


