
Christmas  –  December 24-25, 2022 

 

How many times have we been told to remember the true 

meaning of Christmas ---  that God has fully entered into the 

very humanity that he had created and maintained –  and that 

God literally sacrificed himself to reconcile not just us but all of 

humanity with God? 
 

Last Sunday, I spoke about the birth of Christ being the greatest 

event in all human history.  But – how do we connect with such 

a great mystery and such amazing love of God for each of us 

and all of us? 
 

In various spiritual books and as I recommended last Sunday, 

we are encouraged to reflect on Mary and Joseph and how they 

encountered and lived with this great mystery first-hand.  And it 

might be some consolation to know that they too were not much 

more prepared for this encounter with the living presence of 

God coming into their lives than we are to encounter and live 

with this great mystery directly present and with us in our daily 

life today. 
 

But we can learn some things from them and the stories in the 

Bible about the birth of Jesus to them and their experience 

during those early days. 
 

First of all, we learn that God chooses to come and to be 

revealed first to those who are humble.  God does not try to 

overwhelm us with his divine power, but looks for those, like 

Mary, Joseph, and the poor shepherds, who will not be 

scandalized that he as Messiah is born in such a humble setting 

as a stable or cave.   
 

God’s ways and power are not like those of the world. For 

example, St. Luke’s account of Christ’s birth opens with the 

portrayal of human authority attempting to keep control over the 

world.  Caesar Augustus has decreed that there should be 

acensus to count how many people are in his power – the idea 

being that the greater the number the greater his power.  

However, it is the context of this census which God uses to 

reveal an authority that is greater than any human authority. 
 

There is no preparation for the great grace that God is giving to 

the world in Jesus.  We see that even Joseph and Mary were not 

able to prepare for Christ’s birth and were forced to use a 
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manger as the place of his delivery.  The Holy Family is 

completely vulnerable when Jesus comes into his world, but 

God will work through this vulnerability and weakness to 

demonstrate the wonder of his authority. 

 

While the Jewish people looked for a Messiah who would come 

among them in power and might to free them from the political 

powers over them, God chooses to act in a way that surprises 

all.  He chooses lowly shepherds to be the first to see and 

recognize Jesus and as his first messengers along with the 

angels to all the world of the coming of the Messiah. 

 

So, God breaks into this world in spite of its powers and 

opposition to him.  We might reflect on where he is working in 

the world in this way today.  --- In what lowly places and 

persons and situations is God revealing his presence and power 

in the world today?  --- If we want to see the Lord’s presence 

we too must be simple and humble and detached from the 

glories of his world. 

 

Christ is born poor and he teaches us that happiness is not to be 

found in an abundance of worldly goods.  He comes into the 

world without a lot of display encouraging us to be humble and 

not to depend on the applause of the world. 

 

So, where do we see the power of God at work?  It is especially 

seen in the ability to live our lives in a new way.  I love the 

words of St. Paul’s epistle to Titus (tonight – last night).  He 

writes:  “The grace of God appeared, saving all and training us 

to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to live 

temperately, justly and devoutly in this age ------- Christ gave 

himself to deliver us from all lawlessness and to cleanse for 

himself a people as  his own, eager to do what is good.”   This 

is the freedom and power over our life that we all want to have. 

 

And he does all this for us not as a reward for what we have 

done  --  “ it was not because of any righteous deeds we had 

done but because of his mercy.”  (This is from the epistle of the 

Mass at dawn.)  So, God’s gift of a savior to the world is sign of 

his great mercy, and the whole mystery of the incarnation 

(Christ becoming one flesh with us) is centered on God 

providing for his people as Paul says, “so that we might be 

justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life.” 



 

This gift of a new relationship with God begins to be shared 

with us in the renewal given to us by God’s grace in baptism.  

As we hear from the gospel at the  Christmas Day Mass – “To 

those who did accept him he gave power to become children of 

God . . . . . born not of natural generation  . . . . . but by God” -- 

(that is – through the sacrament of baptism). 

 

Our baptism gives us entrance into the great gift of sharing in 

the life of Christ  who has come to be God with us.  This is a lot 

to grasp and understand.  The morning gospel of Christmas tells 

us that Mary kept all these things being said about Jesus in her 

heart and reflected upon them.  This is what we also must do.  

The great mystery of God’s gift of himself to us in Jesus is not 

something we can fully appreciate simply as line we remember 

from the apostle’s creed or Nicene creed. 

 

Finally, we hear over and over in the Christmas readings that 

this good news is not just for us, but for all the world to hear so 

that all will see and behold the salvation of God.  We need to 

proclaim the presence of God and his new light for the world to 

all by our words and actions.   

 

We need to be grateful for his love and respond to his love.  The 

best way to do this is by surrendering our life completely to him 

as he has surrendered himself completely to us.  --- How do we 

do this?  By putting him first in our lives.  This means that we 

never just fit Him into our day, but that we build our day around 

Him.  We also need quality time in prayer each day.  During 

this Christmas season we might meditate on the third joyful 

mystery which is the mystery of his birth. 

 

Think of Mary holding the divine child and looking at you and 

asking whether you would like to hold the child.  Do take him 

and hold him in your arms and in your heart.  Do also the same 

at every Eucharist.  What a gift of himself he has given us in 

presence with us.  The humility of his birth is contained in every 

Eucharist we receive.  Some of us may be experiencing a 

difficult time this Christmas or in the coming year.  Remember 

we are never alone.  Jesus came so could be near us always.  

This is what the celebration of Christmas is about. 

 

   


