
December 9, 2022 Update to Parishioners of Sacred Heart, St. Mary’s,  and St. Philip’s 

There are several items and events that I want to call your attention to: 

1. (Tomorrow – Saturday, Dec. 10 – from 10 am to 2:00 pm)  -- Benefit for Ben and Ashley 

Schafer’s Adoption Process  Ben and Ashley are seeking to adopt a child.  This is a costly 

process so their local community is seeking funds to assist them. There will be a home 

products and trade show with items for sale at the Benwood Community Center from 10 am 

to 2 pm.  Profits will go to Ben and Ashely.   

2.  Sacred Heart Rel. Ed. Advent Program – 7:00 pm in the social hall on Wed. Dec. 14. – 

open to all .   

3.  St. Mary’s Advent Program and Potluck after the 9:00 am Mass on Sunday Dec. 18.  

They are looking participants from the parish in the program – a song, poem, reading, etc. 

4.  Advent Communal Reconciliation Service for our three parishes – Sunday, Dec. 18 – 

6:30 pm – We will have three confessors available for confessions.   

5.  Christmas Mass Schedule –  

Christmas Eve:  4:30 pm at Sacred Heart; 6:00 pm at St. Mary’s 

Christmas Day:  8:30 am at St. Philip’s;  10:30 am at Sacred Heart 

 

6 . Excellent videos – one for Advent from the Rejoice program and a follow-up to that 

from our Intro. to the Bible course (a presentation on “lectio divina”   

1. : Rejoice! An Advent Pilgrimage into the Heart of Scripture, Year A - Do – Ascension 

(ascensionpress.com) 

2. | Roman Catholic in the U.S. (americanbible.org)  -- a way to pray with Scripture and 

experience God speaking to you versus simply reading for information and insights. 

 

7.  Some reflections I found on the meaning of the Immaculate Conception (They are 

from St. Maximillian Kolbe and other Marian scholars -- Have you ever noticed that when 

the Archangel Gabriel comes to Mary at the Annunciation, he does not say, “Hail, Mary”, but 

“Hail, full of grace.” ---- This phrase “Full of grace” is the English translation of the Greek word 

Kecharitomene. Kecharitomene literally means God completely and perfectly filled Mary with 

the Holy Spirit and with His grace.  ---  On March 25, 1858 Mary appeared at Lourdes. The 

way Mary identified herself at Lourdes as the Immaculate Conception captivated St 

Maximilian Kolbe for his whole life.  

St. Maximillian Kolbe speaks about the union of Mary with the Holy Spirit. He says: “ It is the 

union of her being with the being of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit dwells in her from the first 

instance of her existence, and he will reside within her eternally. Mary is a kind of sacrament 

of the Holy Spirit. ” 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/rejoice-an-advent-pilgrimage-into-the-heart-of-scripture-year-a-downloadable-resources
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/rejoice-an-advent-pilgrimage-into-the-heart-of-scripture-year-a-downloadable-resources
https://catholic.americanbible.org/lectio-divina/pt-1


At Calvary, Mary was instituted by Christ as our spiritual mother and entrusted to the Church 

in the person of the Beloved disciple. Jesus said, “Behold, your mother” and Mary received the 

mission to make the maternal action of the Holy Spirit present in our lives.  ---  It is the 

mission of the Holy Spirit to receive the divine life of the Son in us. On her own, Mary cannot 

do this. Only the Spirit can bring us the divine life of Jesus. But the Spirit does so with and in 

and through Mary.  

The mission of the Holy Spirit to form Jesus within us is made present through Mary.  

Therefore, whenever we turn to Mary, the Holy Spirit acts in us.  

 

8.  Formed.org  --- Please check it out for all kinds of videos, movies, cartoons for kids, audio 

programs, on every topic and for every age.   ---  Go to Formed · The Catholic Faith. On 

demand.  When that page opens up go the the “parish subscription” tab  -- and search for 

Sacred Heart Parish at Roseau.  Follow directions from there. 

 

9.  The National Eucharistic Revival—We are currently in the first of three years.   You can 

sign up for the weekly newsletter at:  National Eucharistic Revival: A Grassroots Response to 

God’s Invitation  and you can watch Bishop Cozzens’ short course on the Eucharist at:  Revive 

Parishes | Online Training for Parish Leaders  You can sign up for the Revive Parishes program 

for free at that webpage and then search for Bishop Cozzen’s course. 

 

10.  Bob Noel from the diocesan offices will be in our parishes and speak at all the Masses 

and meet briefly with parishioners after all the Masses on the weekend of Jan. 14-15 to talk 

about the Eucharistic Revival plans in our diocese and our parishes. 

 

11.  Remember all who are shut-ins in their homes or in nursing homes.  A card with a 

personal note that they can see and read or re-read, or visit, or some treat will mean a lot to 

them.  Some have very few visitors. 

 

I am probably forgetting something important that I should add to this list, but it is getting 

long enough.  Have blessed rest of this Advent season and a blessed Christmas!  What a 

grace to know that the God who created us is with us (Emmanuel) and so close to us, and 

always guiding through this life. 

 

◼ Fr. John  ---  463-2441 (parish phone)  --  frjohnk@centurylink.net 

 

Our tri-parish website:  www.roseaucatholic.org   
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