
Fifth Sunday of Ord. Time – February 5-6, 2022 
 

The opening line of the Gospel tells us that the crowd of 

listeners were pressing in on Jesus to hear what he was 

teaching.  They were pressing in to hear the word of 

God.  This description of the crowd raises a good 

question  -- when was the last you saw persons pressing 

in to hear the word of God?  The people of Capernaum 

were experiencing the presence of God in Jesus and his 

words, and they wanted to get as close as possible to 

him. 

 

Deep down, we all desire to encounter God.  However, 

are we ready for this encounter?   This past week on 

Wednesday we celebrated the Feast of the Presentation 

of the child Jesus in the temple.  In the first reading of 

that feast day we heard the prophecy of the prophet 

Malachi in which God promised that suddenly there 

would come to the temple the Lord whom they were 

seeking, but then asked who would be able to endure the 

day of his coming?  For he will be coming to refine and 

purify the people so their sacrifices would again be 

pleased to God.   

 

In today’s readings we heard the stories of three men 

who each experience a deep awareness or encounter 

with the divine presence of God and each is 

simultaneously blown away by an experience of their 

complete unworthiness before God. 

 

After following Jesus’ command to go out and lower his 

nets for a catch of fish even though it was the wrong 

time of the day and they had caught nothing the whole 

night before --  when Peter experienced the presence of 

the Lord in  the miraculous catch of fish, he fell to his 

knees saying – “ Lord, depart from me for I am a sinful 

man.”  St. Paul, too, who was knocked to ground by a 

vision of the Lord, confesses to us in his letter to the 

Corinthians saying: “I am the least of the apostles, not 

fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 

Church of God.  And even the prophet Isaiah, when 

being called to prophesy Christ’s coming, declared, “I 

am a man of unclean lips” unworthy to behold the Lord 

God or to even speak his words. 



Yet each of these men beheld the Lord.  And they did 

this from within their sinful condition.  Thus it is that 

each of their confession that are read today are examples 

of God’s mercy.  God chooses to purify and strengthen 

them and then to work powerfully through them in spite 

of their sins and weaknesses.  

 

Isiah, Peter and Paul all call us to our own confessions. 

What one of us who is a parent did not feel blessed by 

the gift of your child or children and at same time feel 

overwhelmed and unworthy to be given the 

responsibility by God to raise that child or those 

children?  How many times have we felt unworthy of 

the love that has been shown to us or the gifts that we 

have been given.  

 

 I am sure that I have told you before that in my last year 

in the seminary I was still feeling very unsure of my 

accept the call to priesthood.  Then one day as my very 

wonderful spiritual advisor and I were talking about 

these questions I had about my abilities, he said to me, 

“John, I would entrust myself to you.”  In so many 

words, I heard him say and we have heard him say to us 

in our situations what Jesus said to Peter and his fishing 

partners, “Don’t be afraid, from now on you will be 

fishers of men.”  From now on you will be a father or 

mother to my children.  From now on I will use your 

words and actions to draw many others to myself.” 

 

These confessions that we see in the readings this 

Sunday are two-fold:  First, they confess our sinfulness 

and our unworthiness and then, at the same time, they 

confess the greatness of God.  To recognize our 

weakness and sinfulness is to recognize the greatness of 

God’s mercy. 

 

Peter and Paul experienced the greatness of God’s 

mercy.  God bends down to us.  God climbed into ”our 

boat.”  He sits with us and teaches us. And his teaching 

comes not just in words but in deeds.  “Christ died for 

our sins,” Paul says.  The love of Christ, as revealed in 

his death and resurrection, gave these weak disciples the 

strength to preach this love even to the point of their 

own deaths. 



 

We can look to Isaiah, Peter and Paul as signs of God’s 

mercy.  Perhaps with their examples in mind, we can 

begin to see God’s mercy at work in our own lives, even 

– especially—amid and in the recognition of our own 

sinfulness. 

 

And so we can learn from the actions of Isaiah and Peter 

and Paul.  Their very confession, for example, was a 

deed that proclaimed and communicated God’s merciful 

love to us.  So it is that today’s psalm helps us to 

respond with them:  “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, 

with all my heart . . . . When I called, you answered me; 

you built up strength within me.” 

 

The strength Christ give us is, in part, the grace we need 

to persevere in our confession.  Confession is a life-long 

work.  Christ strengthens us to continue seeing ourselves 

in the light of God’s merciful love and to then preach 

this love in word and deed to others. 

 

And so, we can call upon God, and God answers us.  

But God also calls upon us.  “Put out into deep water 

and lower your nets for a catch.”  It is as if God calls and 

says, “Don’t be weak and afraid.  Be men and women 

who confess the greatness of my mercy.  Be signs of my 

love.” 

 

Or, to put it differently  -- be prepared to give more than 

your words.  --- “Here I am, said Isaiah, send me!” 

 

-------------- 

 

If we are honest with ourselves, we tend to operate out 

of out of one of two mindsets, where the daily decisions 

we make are influenced by either what we have or what 

we do not have.  Put in other words -- do we act with a 

mindset of scarcity or a mindset of abundance?   

While we may fluctuate between the two, our gospel 

today reminds us that Jesus provides us more than 

enough, more than we can possibly imagine.  We have 

the opportunity each day to choose to see what God has 

given us rather than worrying about what we do not 

have. 



 


