
Divine Mercy- 1st Comm. -  April 23-24, 2022 

 

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday.   God, in all of 

interactions with humanity from Abraham to Jacob and 

his sons to Moses leading Israel out of slaver in Egypt 

to the times of Kings and prophets in the OT and into 

all that Jesus said and did, has shown Himself to be a  

God of compassion and mercy.  

 

We understand something of God’s great love for us, 

but in mercy we see the supernatural nature of God’s 

love. Mercy is God loving us and caring for us not 

only when we opened ourselves to him, but even 

laying life down for us when we are rebelling and 

turning our backs to him. 

 

We see this Divine Mercy in today’s gospel where 

Jesus is quick to provide assurance to the ones who 

had earlier followed him and served with him in his 

earthly life. “ Peace be with you,”  he says each time 

he appears to them after his resurrection and at the 

same time showing them his wounds.  Jesus offers 

them peace in return for their weakness and desertion 

of him during his suffering and death. 

 

He doesn’t push them away; he goes to them, even 

through locked doors.  Jesus doesn’t give up on them 

even though they gave up on him.  He died but he lives 

again.  That is the resurrection and that is what mercy 

is like  -- it is ready to forgive without end and it 

allows life to continue. 

 

The disciples experience God’s mercy – God’s 

supernatural love of forgiveness in Jesus.  What 

happens next is equally amazing – Jesus then shares 

God’s divine power to love mercifully with them.  He 

breathes on them, saying receive the Holy Spirit, the 

power of God’s forgiving love. He then commissions 

them and sends them forth to share this same 

supernatural mercy of God that they have received 

with others.  “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 

them; whose sins you retain are retained.”   

  



How well do we understand and  accept this Divine 

Mercy that God has shown to us?  Do we believe that 

God has forgiven us? Can we accept that such mercy is 

indeed meant for us?  If so, do we understand what this 

calls for from us?  As God did not abandon us, we 

must not abandon each other. This is difficult  and 

even impossible for us without God’s help. 

 

The need for this mercy and the need for us and the 

world to know about this mercy increased in the last 

century with all its wars and genocides and crimes 

against God and humanity and continues to increase.  

This is what Pope John Paul II, now a saint, recognized 

and why he shared with the world the revelations Jesus 

gave to a nun in Poland, St. Faustina, in the 1930’s 

about God’s Divine Mercy. I encourage all to learn 

about these revelations of God’s mercy.  But whether 

we study these revelations or not, the healing mercy 

and forgiveness of God is what our world needs more 

than anything else.   

 

In today’s first reading we heard that many --  helped 

by the preaching and healing gifts given to the early 

church --- were becoming believers.  But Jesus doesn’t 

commission the disciples in today’s gospel to go out 

and do miracles, but rather to go out and be the image 

of God’s compassion and forgiveness for the world.  

He doesn’t take away all the sufferings of this world, 

but encourages us, as he did John in today’s second 

reading,  not to be afraid in his suffering but to trust 

that as he, Jesus, died but now lives forever, and so 

will we if we remain in him. 

 

And all this leads us to our young people here to 

receive Jesus in the sacrament of Holy Communion for 

the first time.  One of the main reasons Jesus gave us 

the sacrament of his presence with us in the Eucharist 

is so that we would know and experience that he truly 

is with us and is giving himself to us always in this 

world until the end of time.  As I said earlier, as 

Christians and believers, Jesus has given us through 

our baptism, the mission that God the Father gave to 

him.  (“As the Father sent  me, so I send you” –-- every 

one of us).  



 

At our baptism, we were given a share in the same 

Holy Spirit that Jesus breathed upon his disciples in 

today’s gospel. After the water was poured over us in 

baptism, we were anointed on our head with the holy 

oil of Chrism.  When the bishop blesses the Chrism oil 

that we are anointed with at  our baptism, he actually 

breathes into the container of oil to be blessed to 

symbolize the presence of the Holy Spirit entering into 

this oil that is being blessed. So when we were 

anointed at our baptism, with this oil it symbolized that 

we too have received the empowerment of the Holy 

Spirit to carry on Jesus’ mission.   

 

Today you are receiving Holy Communion not as 

something that you will take home and put on a shelf, 

but a true union with Jesus that will change you and 

help you to live in a new way that changes our world. 

 

That is why Jesus wants to come to us and dwell in us 

through Holy Communion so that he can strengthen us 

and work through us.  Jesus told us, “I am the vine, 

you are the branches – remain in me and connected to 

me  -- WHY?  -- because without me you can do 

Nothing.” 

 

So today Jesus comes to us and is here with us just as 

he came through the locked doors to be with disciples 

in today’s gospel.  But we do not get to see him in the 

same way that Thomas and the others did.  That is why 

Jesus says – “Blessed are those who do not see, yet 

believe.”  We believe that he is present with us here 

and speaks to us and comes to us in every Mass 

because we trust in Him.   

 

Those are the words that told St. Faustina to put on the 

picture that he asked her to have someone paint.  At 

the bottom of that Divine Mercy picture are the words: 

“Jesus I trust in You.”  And in that same picture we see 

red and white rays of light streaming from his heart 

that he points to.  The white rays represent the waters 

of baptism that wash us clean of sin and the red rays 

represent the gift of himself to us in Holy Communion 

so that might continue to live in  us. 



Even though we do not see him we believe in him and 

know that he is coming to  us because we trust in him.  

We don’t trust just anyone, but we trust our friends and 

parents and others who love us and we trust in Jesus 

because we have seen how much he loves us.  

 

Because we see how much loves, even suffering and 

dying on the cross for us, we trust in him when he says 

through the priest the words we hear at every Mass: 

“This is my Body and this is my Blood.”   

 

This Holy Communion that you will now be able to 

receive at every Mass is no ordinary bread and wine 

but Jesus Himself giving himself to us. Therefore, as I 

said yesterday,  we need to prepare ourselves to 

receive Jesus’ gift of Himself to us.   

 

For you and for all of us this preparation should start at 

home, as we dress ourselves in a special way, and then 

as we come forward at communion time – not to take 

Holy Communion but to receive him, we follow the 

gestures the Church gives us to first bow in reverence 

to Jesus’ presence and then to make a throne with our 

hands to receive the host or receive on the tongue, and 

then to step to the side and pause to place the host into 

our mouth and then to do some of the same if we 

receive Jesus also through the Chalice.  All of the time 

we need to be very conscious of what we are doing and 

for sure to go back to our places giving thanks to Him 

for coming to you and thinking about how we now are 

carrying him within us as we go out  from Mass. 

 

So you are thankful to be receiving your first Holy 

Communion today, but all of us here are thankful for 

your celebration today because it helps renew us in our 

understanding and thankfulness with you for this most 

holy prayer of the Mass and Christ’s gift of himself to 

us in Holy Communion. 

 

-- Lead into baptismal vows -------- 

 

   

 

 



 

 

   

 

 


