
The 3rd Sunday of Easter – April 30 – May 1, 2022 
 

Today’s psalm response was: “I will praise you Lord, for 

you have rescued me.”  In the psalm itself, the author 

praises God that “At nightfall, weeping enters in, but with 

the dawn, rejoicing. You changed my mourning into 

dancing.” 
 

I hope that you listened well to today’s readings because 

they help us to face and respond to the increasing 

rebellion against God and attack on our Christian faith 

and values. 
 

For example, in today’s first reading when the apostles 

are brought before the Jewish religious authorities and are 

questioned why they are still speaking and teaching about 

after being ordered not to teach about him, their confident 

response is that “they must obey God rather than men.”  

What a grace to have such clarity about what is God’s 

will.  Every day we the many challenges and questions 

being put to people of faith including ourselves.  We are 

afraid that we will not know how to answer these 

challenges, but we must trust in Jesus’s words that we 

should not fear what to say when brought to trial and 

judgement by the world, for as these apostles,  with a little 

prayer and study on our part God will provide us with 

words and answers that they will not be able to refute.  
 

Though we are in the heart of the season of Easter and 

celebrating the power of  Christ’s resurrection, this power 

over sin and death is not just for Jesus or just for the end 

of our life on earth but is a grace that we need everyday 

for the struggle that always has been and always will part 

of our Christian life.  
 

In today’s second reading – a short reading from the Book 

of Revelation – we hear two songs of praise being sung in 

heaven to the Lamb (Jesus) and to the one seated on the 

throne (God the Father).  These songs follow the 

revelation that Jesus the Lamb has been found worthy to 

open the scroll that will reveals what is yet to come for 

the world. The reason John, the author of the book of 

Revelation has been taken up to heaven is so that God 

might reveal to him and to the Church what is yet to come 

for the Church and world. 
 



 So now we know the reason for those songs of praise. 

They aren’t just because of the bare fact that Christ is 

risen from the dead, but because his death and 

resurrection are the key elements in God’s plan to 

overcome the forces of sin and destruction that threaten 

creation. 
 

We’re not given a series of pictures of events in 

chronological order from A.D. 100 to the Last Day. 

Instead, the opening of the scroll reveals a series of  

dramas that show Christians of the first century — and 

can show us today — the kinds of situations that can 

threaten God’s people on earth, while continuing to 

remind us that Christ has won the decisive victory over 

the powers of evil through his cross and resurrection. 

 

 Roman Empire that threatened to destroy the early 

Church is now history, but there are other powers — 

political, cultural and physical — that still threaten God’s 

people. Nevertheless, the victory of the Lamb who was 

slain continues to be celebrated in heaven. 

 

As we said on Easter Sunday, evil has its hour of 

darkness, but in the end God has his day of victory. 

 

It is not that by our efforts and perseverance that we will 

come to victory, but it is only by the gift of grace from 

Christ’s death and resurrection we will overcome sin and 

death.  

 

This is what we learn from Peter’s experience in today’s 

Gospel.  In the midst of the great Easter drama of Christ’s 

death and resurrection, Peter, whom Jesus had 

commissioned as head of the apostles, is going through 

his own trial.  Peter had been named The Rock” by Jesus 

and promised his loyalty to Jesus, yet in a very short time 

had not only fallen away from Jesus but had three times 

denied that he even knew him. 

 

What led to Peter’s downfall?  It wasn’t honesty or 

affections, or feelings that he lacked.  It was his self-

knowledge.  He thought that he was far more loyal and 

courageous than he really was.  As long as the trial had 

not come upon him, he could delude himself.  But when 



faced with the reality of what his discipleship would cost 

him, he caved in. 
 

We should note that Jesus was not surprised by Peter’s 

failure.  He did not turn away from him or tell him how 

disappointed he was.  Rather Jesus’ care for Peter was to 

bring him to a place of genuine strength through freeing  

him of his delusions about himself and bringing him to a 

renewal of his apostolic call. 
 

Jesus gives Peter the opportunity to undo the evil of the 

past by renewing his love, and then reinstating him in his 

mission which was to “Feed Jesus’ sheep.” 

 

This episode in John’s gospel was given to us for deeper 

reasons than to record a bit of Peter’s history.  It shows us 

how the Lord deals with us when we, like Peter, deny 

him, not because we don’t love  him, but because our 

fears, desires or distractions have overcome us.  In 

moments of inspiration we are bold with our promises  

and confidence in our ability to faithfully serve and 

follow Jesus.  But we suffer from self-delusion, and when 

the trials come, we trip and fall.   

 

We can only have a true relationship with Jesus if we 

truly know ourselves and acknowledge our weaknesses 

and struggles as well as our gifts and strengths.  Jesus is 

never surprised by our sins and failures.  He knows us 

better than we know ourselves.  His goal is to confront us 

with our failures and weakness so that we will 

acknowledge them truly know our need for him and truly 

know his unconditional love for us. We see the sins of 

others and the world – we need to acknowledge and 

entrust to Jesus our own sins and weaknesses  Only in 

such a true union with him in the sacrament of the 

Eucharist  can we then move forward in his healing grace 

in the mission he has entrusted to us.    – Peter teaches us 

many things, and among them shows us how to abandon 

ourselves to his mercy and care and continue to go 

forward at those times we are faced with our own failures.  

Only in letting him first heal us, can we heal others – 

“Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you.”  


