
The 6th Sunday of Easter – May 2122 , 2022 
 

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, will teach you everything and remind 

you of all that I told you.”  (John 14:26) 

 

Next Sunday is the feast of Ascension of Jesus and the 

following Sunday is the feast of Pentecost.  With the 

feast of Pentecost coming, the recent weekday 

Scripture readings selected by the Church and those in 

coming days are directing our minds to the meaning of 

the coming of the Holy Spirit.   

 

The great gift of the Holy Spirit – the presence of God 

himself within the human race – has many expressions. 

One of them, mentioned in the quote that I just read, is 

that the Holy Spirit will teach us everything and 

remind us of what Jesus taught. 

 

This special activity of the Holy Spirit is referred to by 

Jesus later in the Gospel of John when Jesus tells us 

that: “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 

into all the truth.”  (John 16:13)   --- All the truth – 

what a desirable gift from God.  Who has not wanted 

to know and understand truth?  Who would not want to 

know what is really important and good, what is most 

necessary and also what is most harmful to us as we 

make our way through this life?   

 

However, in our complex and fallen world, where so 

many contrary voices claim different things to be true, 

and with the limitations of our own minds to know, 

finding the real truth seems to be virtually impossible.  

In the reading of the Passion during Holy Week, 

Pontius Pilate was speaking for much of the human 

race when he said to Jesus: “What is truth?” 

 

Yet this is the gift of God in Christ and the Holy Spirit, 

that “you will know the truth and the truth will make 

you free.” (John 8:32)  Jesus, God among us, said of 

himself: “I am the truth,” and that he had come into the 

world to bear witness to the truth.    

 



We, as Christians, have been grateful for this 

intervention of God through Jesus on our behalf. 

Nonetheless, the question arose:  how was Christ’s 

truth to be maintained once  he was no longer visibly 

present in the world.  How would his truth remain with 

us in the midst of human ignorance and avoid the 

distortions caused by human sin and deception?  How 

would Jesus’ truth withstand the constant attack of the 

devil – the “father” of lies.  The answer that has met 

this need is the gift of the “Spirit of truth” who would 

remain with us always and “teach us everything.” 

 

Does this mean that when Christians received the gift 

of the Spirit in baptism and confirmation that they 

were given immediate and complete insight into all 

truth?  Hardly so.  The Spirit does indeed enlighten the 

mind and strengthen the heart of each person who 

receives him.  Yet, individual Christians could not say, 

even after receiving the Holy Spirit, that they 

personally knew all the truth and that they would never 

go wrong.  How then was the Holy Spirit’s role as 

teacher of Christ’s truth experienced by the Church? 

 

This week’s first reading from the book of Acts, 

recounting Council of Jerusalem, shows us one very 

significant way that the direction of the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance was experienced.  //    The most difficult 

issue facing the early Church dealt with the place of 

the Law of Moses among the followers of Jesus.  Did 

the coming of Jesus as Messiah mean that the Law was 

to be left entirely behind?  Or were parts of the Law to 

be kept and others set aside?  Many of the first 

Christians  had  continued to follow the Jewish laws, 

customs and rituals and traditions that they had grown 

up with.  But when the Christian faith began to spread 

to the Gentiles, the question was raised whether had to 

also learn and keep the Jewish customs that they knew 

nothing about.  A conflict arose, especially in Antioch 

where there was a large population of new Christians 

made up of both Jews and Gentiles.  To solve the 

problem, it was decided to bring this question to the 

apostles at Jerusalem. 

 



There Paul insisted to the council that we are saved by 

Jesus’ death and resurrection and the Jewish traditions 

and laws, other than moral and ethical laws like the 

Ten Commandments were no longer required for 

salvation. They deliberated and came to a judgement.  

With the support from St. Peter, Paul’s views were 

accepted by the group.  In the directive given to the 

whole Church they declared that “it is the decision of 

the Holy Spirit and us.”   

 

They understood that, in this solemn gathering of the 

Apostles and Elders whom Jesus had designated to 

guard and pass on his teaching, that the Holy Spirit 

himself was present and was leading the Church into 

all truth.  This is how the Church began and has 

continued in history through twenty such councils. In 

his letter to Timothy, Paul described the Church as 

“the household of God, which is the church of the 

living God, the pillar and bulwark of truth.” (1 Tim. 

3:15).  The Spirit who dwells in the Church has been 

guiding us into truth as whole community of faith by 

means of the teaching office that Christ himself 

established and gifted with the Holy Spirit, gifts of 

truth and peace. 

 

We too are the recipients of these gifts seen down 

through the history of the Church.  Through our 

Baptism, participation in the Eucharist and 

Reconciliation, being sealed with the Holy Spirit in 

Confirmation, the Church passes on the gifts that Jesus 

left.  

 

Jesus understood that if his followers were to carry on 

his work, he would need to provide us with tools.  He 

said the Holy Spirit would come to instruct and 

remind.  Through the Holy Spirit we have the 

sacraments that draw us to God together, and also call 

us out into the world, as Jesus was present in the 

world. 

 

The world today is more complicated that at the time 

of the early Church, but the Holy Spirit is with us and 

will help us deal with its complexity.  During this 

season of Easter we see how Christ through the Holy 



Spirit remained with his community even as he was no 

longer with them visibly.  The Holy Spirit is a 

magnificent gift of God.  Let’s be sure not to waste this 

gift but instead guard it, take advantage of it and be 

grateful for God’s generosity to us. 

 

We need the Holy Spirit.  Otherwise, what Jesus told 

us will not become real in our lives.  We either receive 

the Holy Spirit or we stay locked by fear in the upper 

room as the apostles at first.  As we prepare for 

Pentecost, let us begin to wait and pray and thirst for 

the renewal of the gift of the Holy Spirit in us and in 

the Church. Without the Holy Spirit we can do 

nothing, but with the help of the Holy Spirit we will 

bear much fruit for the glory of God.   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


