
The 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  July 2-3, 2022 
 

In the gospel for the Sunday the story of Jesus sending out the 72 

disciples again  brings up our mission to evangelize, and not just 

our mission to evangelize, but the urgent for evangelization. 
 

Our response as usual is probably – yeah, yeah – I know. but 

looking again at all the problems and violence in the world it is 

clear that it is not political leaders or politics or even our 

democracy that we are celebrating this weekend is going to be the 

solution to the problems of the world. 
 

And to help us understand the urgency for our action, St. John 

Paul II wrote an encyclical on evangelization and the church’s 

mission in which he emphasized in this letter to the church and to 

us that the mission of Christ “is still just beginning,” and we must 

commit ourselves wholeheartedly to the service of the gospel. 
 

That Jesus was able to send out 72 disciples in addition to the 

twelve apostles shows us the level of commitment and urgency 

felt by the early church for evangelization.   
 

The urgent need for this missionary work is more urgent than 

ever and it seems we have in many ways dropped the ball.  The 

harvest is ready, but the laborers are few.  We are rural people.  

We know that when the harvest is ready you have to bring it in or 

it will be lost.  Recently at a gathering one person noted that in 

spite of negative reports we hear in the media, there are many 

young people searching for meaning and purpose in life.  They 

want help to know how to best raise their families.  And in 

different ways we all have a lot of the gospel to share with them. 
 

Today’s readings call us to rejoice in all that the Lord has done 

and is doing for us.  What are we so excited about in our 

experience of faith and life that we are so excited about that we 

just can’t hold back from telling  others about? 
 

In today’s second reading St. Paul is excited even to tell everyone 

about the experience of new life that has come to him and to 

others through sharing in the cross of Jesus. Joining Jesus in 

serving others before himself has led him to experience a new 

way of life that makes all other worldly ways mean nothing to 

him. 

 



Yes, some are not ready to accept and welcome the ways of the 

kingdom of God, but many are waiting to helped to encounter the 

Lord in their life. 
 

As with those the 72 encounter  on their mission journey, the 

time of the Kingdom of God is at hand and all are being given the 

opportunity to receive or to reject the authority of God in their 

life. 
 

So it is that we are reminded in today’s Scripture about the need 

to know and to share our faith. 
 

But we may feel like the Israelites in the first reading – 

overwhelmed by the task ahead of us.  The Israelites were 

overwhelmed by the destruction they see in coming back to 

Jerusalem after many years in exile in Babylon.  God sees this 

and speaks to them as they and we need to make a new beginning 

in our life and in our mission.  God tells us that we may feel like 

children and not knowing what  to do but that as a mother 

comforts her child, God will comfort and carry and feed us. 
 

If we feel frightened and do not know what to do or how to do 

what will bring God back into our world and families, the Good 

News is that the answer is not so much that we need to work 

harder but for us but to focus on our relationship with God. That 

is what St. Paul is telling us today—namely that what truly 

matters is our communion with Christ and the love showed us on 

the cross. 
 

  So often in our ministry in the Church we focus on what we 

think we should be doing, and we pour more and more of our 

effort into trying new things and doing more and all this while 

relying on our own strength.  And as will always happen when 

we do this we will run out of gas or energy in our selves and then 

become impatient with others and blame other for our failures. 
 

I met with my spiritual director this past week, and I myself was 

sharing with him how I was currently feeling somewhat burned 

out.  He immediately responded that this happens for almost all 

priests and deacons in their ministry.  He said that we get all 

excited to do more and more ministry forgetting that all we do 

must begin with our relationship to the Lord.  For example, we 

see Christ washing the feet of his disciples and then we go out 

and focus all our effort on washing more and more feet, but 

eventually we will run out of energy as we rely on our own 



strength.  He stressed that all our ministry must begin with the 

Lord and our relationship with Him. 
 

It is not our mission that he sends us and the 72 out to do. It is his 

mission, and he will give us all the strength and direction that we 

need if we take the time to pray first.  This help and direction 

from the Lord is what we see in the first reading today and the 

Gospel.  Jesus gives us wonderful instructions for our mission 

beginning with not taking too much stuff along that will distract 

us or lead us to trust in our own strength and not on the Lord. 
 

He then tells us that evangelization is not so much about standing 

up and preaching to others, but about living and interacting with 

people in a caring and loving way.  He tells them and us that we 

should eat and drink what is set before us and not move from 

place to place.  It is by taking part in people’s lives and work and 

other activities that the gospel will be shared.  When people see 

that we care about them they will listen to the words about the 

kingdom of God that we share with them.  They will want to have 

the peace and relationship with God that they see in us.  This is 

how Jesus wants the 72 and us  to prepare the way for his coming 

to them. 
 

Finally, we see in the gospel how the power of the Lord will be 

with us.  The 72 came back excited that even the demons were 

subject to them because of the power of Jesus name. And in 

response to them, Jesus tells them not to rejoice in any powers or 

success they have but rather that they and those to whom they are 

sent are being brought closer to God.   St. Paul says basically the 

same in the second reading.  He no longer counts as any value his 

external circumcision or the keeping of any other Jewish laws, 

but only his inner likeness to Christ and to his cross.  It is only 

through suffering for the sake of Christ alone that  he has 

experienced eternal blessing and communion with God. 
 

It is only through the cross and communion with Christ that we 

are transformed and become a new creation.  On this weekend 

that we celebrate our independence as a nation, we need to 

rejoice not on what we can do but in all that the Lord is doing for 

us and our dependence on Him, and to keep in mind the 

responsibility we have been given to share God’s blessings with 

all. 

 

 

  


