
The 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  –  July 30-31, 2022 

 

Living as we are -- surrounded by a materialistic and 

consumer-oriented culture – today’s readings are quite 

counter-cultural. They challenge us let go of the idea that 

money and possessions bring us happiness.  Instead, they 

encourage us to build wealth in what matters to God.  As St. 

Paul said the second reading: “seek what is above, not what 

is on earth.” 

 

Jesus gets quite direct in the gospel parable, even calling the 

man a “fool” for his thoughts about what he would do with 

his bountiful harvest ---much like the author of the 1st 

reading call all things vanity that are limited to this earthly 

life..  There is actually a lot of wisdom and concern from 

God for our peace and well-being in today’s scriptures.  

Hopefully, some of the reflections I will share with you will 

help you appreciate God’s word for us today and incorporate 

them into your life. 

 

First of all, today’s parable about storing large amounts of 

grain for the future might bring to mind the Old Testament 

story of Joseph and the pharaoh in ancient Egypt.  In that 

story Joseph is praised for his wisdom to store up grain for 

the seven dry years that were coming, but today’s rich man 

in the gospel is criticized for what sounds like the same 

thing.  How come?  

 

 The basic difference is in the purpose of their actions.  

Joseph, interpreting the Pharoah’s dream, advised the 

country to store grain during the year’s of plenty so that 

people all over the country and the wider region even would 

not starve during the years of famine.  The selfish rich man, 

however, only stored his harvest so that he himself could live 

off it for years, so he could do nothing but “rest, eat, drink, 

and be merry!”  Joseph saved thousands of people with the 

stored grain he had put away.  The rich man only wanted to 

save himself, and he failed. 

 

Jesus tells us today “Take care to guard against all greed.”  

Greed is when we get things out of balance, when our 

priorities get out of sync, when we want more than what we 

should, more than is rightfully ours.  It leads to cheating, 



stealing, lying and envy.  The man at the beginning of 

today’s gospel who approached Jesus about his brother 

grabbing all the inheritance triggered Jesus’ teaching.  It 

sounds as if it is directed at the brother who is being cheated 

out of his inheritance, but most likely Jesus is referring to the 

brother who would not give up what he had no right to.   

 

But what about the farmer whose hard work and good 

fortune made him very wealthy.  He got it all honestly. He 

did not take what was not rightfully his.  Is Jesus saying that 

it is a sin to be successful?  No.  Jesus is saying it is sinful 

and dangerous for us when we forget where our blessings 

come from.  The rich man in the parable believed that his 

overly abundant crops would buy his future security.  In the 

end they provided nothing. 

 

Material possessions do not offer security.  Our security rests 

in God alone.  Life and everything else that we have is a gift 

of God.  The challenge of the Gospel is to put our energy and 

our trust in things that do not perish, and place our security 

in God, the generous giver of all gifts. Everything God 

created was created for the end or purpose God had in mind.  

Human beings were created by God to share eternal life with 

God, so any world view that limits us to this life will never 

make sense or work. 

 

St. Augustine writes that “our hearts are restless until they 

rest in God.”  Nothing can satisfy us except for our 

relationship with God. We talked about that last week in 

regard to the purpose of prayer – it’s not just to get things 

from God but deepen our relationship with God. When we 

come to realize that God is our greatest desire, we begin to 

notice that material things are not as important to us.  

Likewise, we come to know that part of our relationship with 

God is caring for others by sharing the gifts that God has 

given us. 

 

So, yes it is good to insure the care and safety of or families 

and communities.  Jesus emphasizes the necessity of worldly 

care when he calls us over and over to take care of the basic 

necessities of the poor.  Yet at the same time Jesus does not 

shy away from being critical of the man in the parable who 

spent his time focusing on accumulating and sustaining his 



personal wealth.    Many today immediately go from this to 

talking about the redistribution of wealth in world and what 

implications this has for world economies.  Yes, there are 

things that need to be looked at in this area but let us try to  

hear the gospel today as a message for us and only us.  We 

need to start with our own life.  We tend to get ahead of 

ourselves.  This week let this gospel be a letter of loving and 

personal instruction for us. 

 

However, today’s readings are also a good time to think 

about our parish and about the stewardship of our gifts of 

time, talent and treasure to the local community and beyond 

including our diocese and the larger church and world 

through the special collections that we have and other 

appeals that are made to us.. 
 

We might think about what it means to be a steward – a 

person who “takes care of” something, not in the sense of 

“accomplishing some task” but in the true sense of taking 

responsibility for the good of another and for the good of the 

whole community. Placing the needs of others ahead of our 

own is what it means fundamentally to love as Christ has 

loved us.   
 

We are dependent on God.  Everything is from God, and the 

call of us as Christians is to return all to God through care of 

one another.   

 

As a recent practical example, we might consider our 

experience these last years with the COVID pandemic.  The 

first reaction of many was to run to the store and buy things 

to hoard for themselves.  But at the same time in many 

places there was a spirit of care, love of neighbor and 

togetherness.  These differing paths show the need for us as 

Christian servants to stand up and do God’s work in the 

world.  Together, we can transform a society driven by 

selfishness and self-achievement into one that welcomes all, 

cares for the needy and shares our good like the early Church  

did.   

 

The civil law touched upon at the beginning of the gospel 

prescribes the way an inheritance should be distributed, but 

such was not Jesus’ concern when he was asked to step into 

an argument on inheritance.  Instead, Jesus invited the person 



and those gathered to a higher way of thinking, to a 

consideration of moral law – the work of God’s Wisdom and 

fatherly teaching – that we might be rich in the things that 

matter to God. 

 

Discipleship and a focus on accumulating possessions and 

wealth do not mix very well.  I encourage you this week to 

think of ways that you can be more generous, and also, to 

think about the areas in your life where you need to lean on 

the generosity of others.  And, as always, let us pray that    

“the gracious care of the Lord our God may be ours.” 


