
The 22nd Sunday in Ord.  Time  –  August 27-28, 2022 

Today’s readings focus on the virtue of humility  .For St. 

Augustine, humility is the queen of all virtues. There are 

other points in today’s readings, but I believe the most 

important thing to talk about is humility and I think that in 

the end you will see the reason why St. Augustine does call it 

the queen of all virtues. 
 

Just prior to the Gospel passage we heard today, when Jesus 

arrived at this meal to which he had been invited, a man with 

dropsy (which is a swelling of the legs and arms) came up to 

Jesus.  Jesus then asked the teachers and Pharisees that were 

present whether the Jewish Law allowed healing on the 

Sabbath or not. (The Jewish law forbade work on Sunday.) 

However, no one gave Jesus an answer,  so he took the man, 

healed him, and sent him away. Then Jesus asked them if 

their son or an ox fell into a well on the Sabbath would they 

not at once pull them out though it was the Sabbath.  Again, 

there was no answer. 
 

Meanwhile, while they had been watching Jesus carefully to 

see if he would say or do anything that they could use 

against him, Jesus in turn noticed how they were all 

jockeying for positions of honor at the meal.  They had all 

kinds of concern to win human esteem and honor, but even 

as religious persons they were not paying attention to what 

God desired or what God rewarded and honored.  So Jesus 

tells them a parable to point our the error of their priorities, 

and at the end uses language that clearly points out that it is 

God who humbles or exalts a person.  Jesus insists that 

instead of seeking human esteem they should be seeking 

God’s reward and God’s respect. 
 

Likewise, sometimes we do nice things for others and 

without being too conscious of it, our motive is that in doing 

this nice thing for someone we expect to get something back 

in return from them.  So, as a continuation of his lesson for 

the guests at this meal, Jesus tells the host of the meal that 

when hosting a meal he should be also inviting the poor and 

the needy who will not be able to repay him, and that 

because of this God will be repaying him or us in the 

blessings of the life to come. 
 

The bigger picture that we need to be aware of is that God 

entered into a covenant relationship with all the human race 



at the creation of the world.  God promised to take care of us 

and generously has done so as we proclaimed in today’s 

psalm response: “God, in your goodness, you have made a 

home for the poor.”  In return, we were to take care of the ill 

and weaker members of society.  Jesus was reminding the 

Pharisees of the responsibility they had forgotten.  God wills 

that we care for those who cannot care for themselves and 

those who have no means of repayment. 
 

The bottom line is simple.  God plays no favorites.  All are 

welcome equally.  Disciples are to go out and welcome all of 

God’s rejected children.  Those who assume the lowest place 

at table are taking on the posture and attitude of Christ who 

came to serve and not to be served.  The implications for the 

disciples and us are clear.  The fact is that the capital sin of 

pride or lack of humility can hurt us in many ways other than 

just causing us some occasional humiliation or 

embarrassment.  It stands in the way of our relationship with 

God and with others. 
 

Before going further, we need to clarify that there is a good 

kind of pride.  A healthy pride recognizes the talents we have  

and the accomplishments we have been able to achieve and 

acknowledges that what we have accomplished in life was 

due to the support and help of others.  An unhealthy pride is 

one that is full of self-love.  We blow our talents and 

accomplishments out of proportion and convince ourselves 

that we are greater or more important than we really are. 
 

Someone speculated that unhealthy pride started with Adam 

and Eve who were told by the devil that if they did what God 

told them not to do, they would be  like God.  The 

philosopher Bertrand Russel said: “Every man would like to 

be God if it were possible; some few find it difficult to admit 

the impossibility.” That is how unhealthy pride gets in the 

way of our relationship with God, because for a proud 

person, God is someone he or she is competing with rather 

than a person who is respected, obeyed, and loved. 
 

We can learn a lot about humility by learning to laugh at 

ourselves.  So many times when we are irritated when we se 

someone do something foolish, before long we catch 

ourselves doing the same thing.  We then have to have a 

good laugh at ourselves and learn not to be so critical of 

others when we see them making a mistake.  Making 



mistakes is part of being human.  If a person thinks they 

should be above making mistakes that’s unhealthy pride.  

The sad thing is that when such persons make a mistake, 

their pride comes down very hard on them, telling them that 

they are stupid or worthless because they could not live up to 

the unrealistic degree of perfection they had imagined 

themselves to possess.  It seems that people who are really 

hard on themselves, even hating themselves, are actually  

prideful persons who have set impossible standards for 

themselves.   Certainly, we try to do our best and keep on 

working to improve ourselves, but only God is perfect.  The 

book “Life is Messy” by Matthew Kelly is good book to  

help us see this. There are free copies of this book in our 

church entrance areas. 
 

The author Alex Haley said he has in his office a picture of a 

turtle sitting on a fencepost.  He said when he looks at it he 

remembers a lesson taught him by a friend who said: “if you 

see a turtle sitting on top of a fencepost, you know he didn’t 

get there by himself, he had some help getting there.”  Haley 

said “anytime I start thinking ‘isn’t it wonderful the things 

I’ve done,’ I look at the picture of this turtle and I see myself 

and I remember I didn’t get where I am without a lot of  help 

from others.”  This story is a good image of humility --

recognizing the worth of our talents and accomplishments 

without forgetting the help and gifts that have been given to 

us. 
 

One way to gain humility is through prayer.  When we fail to 

pray, we are acting as if we think we can handle things 

ourselves.  When we pray, we are reaching out to Another 

(spelled with a capital “A”) to whom we owe all we have 

and are.  Then there are the hundreds of others, even people 

who drive us crazy who have helped to form us and make us 

who we are.  Humility makes us aware we are not the center 

of the universe or world history, but one small part of it.   
 

This is where the second part of the gospel comes in.  Aware 

that so many have helped us, how can we not reach out to 

help those who have not been blessed as we  have been.  So, 

work to avoid excessive pride.  Don’t forget the turtle on the 

fencepost, and as we enter into our Eucharistic prayer we 

now lift up our gratitude to God and for the people who 

brought us to where we are.  


