
The 19th Sunday in Ord.  Time  –  August 6-7, 2022 

 

“A priest pulled into a gas station and found every pump was 

in use and several cars were waiting to be next.  He got in the 

waiting line and decided to step out of his car and stretch his 

legs while he waited.  The man ahead of him was also 

standing beside his car while he waited and he commented to 

the priest: “It’s a holiday weekend and everybody waits until 

the last minute to get ready for a long trip.”  ---- “I know,” 

the priest replied.  “It’s the same thing in my business too!” 
 

Our Lord is telling us today in the Gospel not to wait until 

the last minute.  He will come again, and we don’t know 

when that will be, so the only thing to do is to always be 

prepared.   
 

Jesus tells us that we have an “inexhaustible treasure” 

waiting for us in heaven.  How can we prepare our hearts 

today to receive such a great gift?  We can prepare ourselves 

by serving others in love.  Even little actions help to ready 

our hearts for God’s great coming. 
 

The author of the letter to the Hebrews today reminds the 

readers that their faith will reap a reward that their great OT 

ancestors did not see in their own lifetimes.  The fulfillment 

of all faith in God and his promises is Jesus who brought 

humanity back into right relationship with God.  For this 

reason, they and we should recognize the incredible 

opportunity and grace we have received through faith in 

Christ and membership in the Church and open ourselves 

fully to God’s gifts for us and his coming in glory.  Unlike 

with a thief who make rob us or may be preventing from 

robbing us, Jesus’ coming is not a matter of if but when.  

Being ready, though, does not mean living in fear, but living 

in his grace. 
 

Somehow our culture has bought into the notion that we are 

all getting to heaven in the end anyway, no matter how bad 

we’ve been.  The devil scored big points with that idea, 

because once people begin to accept that thinking, they don’t 

worry about things like prayer, keeping the commandments 

and living a good life.  Jesus’ teachings today and throughout 

the gospels tell a different story.  Heaven is not automatic.  

It’s something we have to want and work for and be prepared 

for.  Since we don’t know when the end will come, that 



means we have to always be watching.  But what do we have 

to watch for?  Does it mean looking out the window waiting 

for eternity to come along?  Taking our cue from today’s 

parables, being on the watch means watching ourselves, 

keeping ourselves in right relationship with God and not 

getting slack in our service of the Lord.  
 

Jesus challenges us to be prepared for whatever may come 

by using well the gifts that we have been given.  Faith is the 

key to his process of being prepared --- not simply a faith 

that says, ”I believe,” but a faith like Abraham’s that 

responds obediently when God calls. Abraham’s willingness 

to obey took a lot of letting go.  And this is the truth – God 

cannot help us if we’re not willing to let go of our own will 

and do what he asks us to do. Our faith, like that of Abraham 

must include action. 
 

In her writings, St. Theresa of Avila talks about the great 

level of communion with God that we can have with God, 

but says that we should not get the idea that once we have 

been blessed with such mystical union that we then simply 

try to remain in that state of union.  While on earth, she says, 

our union with God must always have it’s foundation in 

loving service to God and others.  When the apostles 

experienced the transfiguration on Mt. Tabor they wanted to 

build tents and stay there, but the Lord took them back down 

the mountain to continue their journey to Jerusalem. 
 

Today Peter asks one of the great questions of the gospels – 

Is this parable meant for Jesus’ disciples with him at that 

moment, or for all of us?  Jesus responds by telling Peter 

that t he servant who knows the correct thing to do, and 

doesn’t do it will be punished, but the servant who is 

ignorant about the correct things will be punished less.  

Basically ---Jesus is saying that all of us who seek to follow 

Christ have no excuse. He expects all of us to prudent and 

faithful servants.  
 

Jesus tells his disciples that the more they are entrusted with, 

the more will be demanded of them.  We have all realized 

this principle when it comes to expectations at work, at 

school, and at home.  We might then ask what are our 

responsibilities as a faith-filled Catholic?  What is demanded 

of us?  We were entrusted in baptism with our faith.  This 

precious gift may have been handed down to us by our 



parents, family or others, who received it in turn in a line 

going all the way back to Abraham and Sarah, our for-

parents in faith.  We in turn are called to share and give 

witness to this faith in all that we say and do.   
 

Today’s second reading says that “By faith Abraham was put 

to the test.”  By preparing our hearts to serve God each day, 

we will not be caught off-guard when the time of our testing 

comes.  Each day, give to God your life, will, health, desires, 

hopes, and dreams.  Make a habit of keeping this attitude --

then, when the test comes, we will be ready to offer 

everything up to God. 
 

Pope Francis, in his book “The Joy of the Gospel” invites all 

Christians everywhere, and at this very moment, to a 

renewed personal encounter with Jesus, or at least an 

openness to letting him encounter them, and asks that we 

would do this unfailingly every day.  – I think that we all can 

speak of blessings that we have received from God – (we 

begin most meetings by asking those present to share a 

recent experience of being blessed by God)  -- but I believe 

it would be much better to speak of these blessings as 

“encounters” with God – moments when we were personally 

touched by God. It is this understanding that will lead us to 

recognize how we are loved by God and lead us to love God 

in return and grow in our faith. 

 

For those who keep the doors of their heart open to the Lord, 

the parable has a dramatic reversal – God, our Master, will 

put on his apron and serve us.  This is what we experience at 

every Mass.  God, incarnate in Jesus, serves us at every 

Eucharist.   

 

Abraham gives witness to his faith, but we have something 

new, something Abraham only saw foreshadowed “in 

secret”.  We have the “Beloved Son.”  We  have God present 

and offering Himself to us.   Let us not fear then to offer our 

whole selves to Him.  The Father is pleased to offer us the 

Kingdom.  This life is passing.   Let us then be focused on 

the things of heaven.   All that we will take to heaven is our 

love for God and the relationships we have formed here on 

earth.  Let us keep ourselves prepared by keeping ourselves 

open to encountering  the presence of God in all that we do 

and experience. 


