
Epiphany of the Lord  –  Jan. 7-8, 2023 
 

With today’s feast of Epiphany and Monday’s feast of the 

Baptism of the Lord we close out the season of Christmas. 
 

The feast of Epiphany has a very important message for us.  So 

far, the incarnation of God in the birth of Jesus has been revealed 

to only a few persons – Mary, Joseph and the shepherds.  

However, with the three non-Jewish wisemen coming from a far-

off country to find and then bow down in worship before the 

child Jesus, we see that the revelation of God’s presence in our 

world is meant for all humanity. The feast of Epiphany 

emphasizes that Jesus did not just come for  his immediate 

community, but that he came for everyone. 

 

Today’s feast of Epiphany celebrates the universality of God’s 

salvation.  These wisemen who respond to God’s grace and 

follow a star to find Jesus are only the beginning of long train of 

foreigners and people of all nations coming to Jesus down 

through the ages and still today and this includes ourselves who 

are here today. 
 

God called the three wisemen to follow a star that lead them to 

Jesus.  As they returned home they brought the good news back 

to their people.  Today, it is Christ Himself and his life and 

teachings that continues to draw humanity to Christ and to God 

who desires bring all people into Christ in order to unite them 

together into one body as Paul teaches us in his letter to the 

Ephesians today.  The great mystery now revealed to Paul by 

God is that “the Gentiles are now coheirs, members of the same 

body and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 

gospel.” 
 

As copartners, all Christians have a responsibility to carry on 

Christ’s work.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that 

“Christians are called to be the light of the world and show forth 

the kingship of Christ over all creation and in particular over all 

human societies.  How does our life and the witness of the 

Church draw or not draw all people to God today? How are 

working or praying for unity in the Church? 

 

This call to be light for the world was also the call of God to 

Israel in today’s first reading.  Today’s reading comes from the 

last part of the Book of Isaiah which focuses on Israel’s 

restoration after years of exile in Babylon.  Rather than a 



prophecy of doom and gloom, Isaiah announces that the time has 

come for Jerusalem to reclaim its favored status with God.  “Rise 

up in splendor, Jerusalem.” God says.  It was a difficult task to 

call the people to return to a land and temple that had been 

destroyed and was in ruins.  Many of the Israelites debated 

whether it would be worth the effort to return.  But Isaiah tells the 

people that today is a new day in which the light of God’s glory 

will shine upon a renewed nation and that this light of God’s 

glory will spread to other nations.   In fact, Isaiah says that rulers 

from all over the world will have no trouble seeing the ”shining 

radiance” that comes forth from the newly restored land of the 

Israelites.  To further draw them back to Israel, Isaiah pictures for 

them that just as the Egyptian gave their silver and gold to the 

Israelites as they prepared to make their exodus from slavery in 

Egypt, so will visitors from foreign lands pour out their wealth on 

them when they see what God has done for Israel. Why miss 

this? 
 

These foreigners will not only come to visit and bring gifts but 

they will also come to praise God.  The restoration of Jerusalem 

will not only benefit the Israelites but also serve as a means of 

calling people to belief in God which is the theme of today’s feast 

of Epiphany. This mission was at the heart of Israel’s faith from 

the beginning. 
 

Israel never was a great nation.  The nations and peoples that 

surrounded them surpassed them in pretty much everything.  And 

like the peoples around them, the Israelites had their own God 

and their own way of worship. But, the remarkable thing is that 

this insignificant people held the astonishing view that their God 

was the God of the whole world – that he was the God of the 

Persians, Babylonians, Greeks and Romans – and that the day 

would come when his name would be carried to the ends of the 

earth and many nations would come to serve  him.   
 

In prophecy after prophecy, in their prayers and actions, they 

gave witness to this belief which we heard in today’s psalm 

response:  “Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.” How is it 

that the God of such a small and forgettable people should be 

more important than all the other gods and religions of the world?  

Yet see what has happened.  From that small insignificant source, 

the God, whom the Israelites call the Creator and Lord of all has 

come to be taken as their God by people from every nation under 

heaven.  Today’s feast celebrates the beginning of this worldwide 



movement.  The wisemen were not part of God’s chosen people; 

they represented the whole of the unbelieving world.  Jesus 

would later tell his followers, “Seek and you will find.”  The 

wisemen were among those who were seeking for their true king, 

and like so many who would come after them, they found him in 

a humble place where no one would have expected to find such a 

great Lord. 
 

As it was then, so it is now.  Jesus, the Lord of all, through the 

centuries has gained a powerful influence, but he is still hidden 

from the eyes of the proud and not accepted by all.  He is found 

only by those who are looking for him, and who like the wisemen 

are willing to bend down and enter into the humble places where 

he chooses to make himself known. We have to attentive, 

because Our Lord  shows himself in the normal events of every 

day.  Let us imitate the wisemen and become wise men and wise 

women.  Let us pray for the grace to see Jesus in the ordinary 

persons and ways in the world.  
 

Towards the end of the Gospel of John,  Jesus says to his 

disciples:  “Yet a little while, and the world will see me no more, 

but you will see me; because I live, you will live also.  He who 

has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me; 

and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

him and manifest myself to him. (John 14: 17,19) 
 

Many of the people who lived in Bethlehem saw in Jesus a child 

like any other.  The wisemen by the gift of faith knew how to see 

this Child as the promised Messiah.  Their faith gave them the 

unique privilege of being the first of gentiles to adore him when 

the world did not yet know him. 
 

What the wisemen did next after entering the house and seeing 

the child Jesus with his mother Mary is also very important.  The 

gospel says that they prostrated themselves and did him homage. 

As this first year of the Eucharistic Revival continues to unfold, 

we might think of the adoration of the wisemen at manger and be 

mindful of our devotion and reverence as we participate at Mass 

or are in the presence of or passing by places where the Blessed 

Sacrament is reserved.  – Finally, by following the dream on their 

return and avoiding Herod who wanted to learn from then where 

the child was located, they likely saved the life of Jesus.  From 

this we learn that we are all called to be part of the building of the 

reign of God on earth.  There us a lot to learn from the wisemen 

and today’s feast of Epiphany. 


