OBJECTIVES FOR CATECHISTS

Grade One

THEME:

God is our Father who loves us

God’s son, Jesus, tells us about our Father.  God wills to be with us by sending the Holy Spirit.  We become a part of the Church through Baptism.  God shows His love for us by His gifts of creation.  

MESSAGE:

NCD Par. 83


· To introduce the concept of the Holy Trinity    

· by presenting God as Father and Creator  

NCD #47, 51
CCC #238-239

TTOC pp. 41-42, 146
GDC #36-38, 102

· by teaching Jesus as the Son of God, our Savior, a Friend and Brother to us  

NCD #49, 53
CCC #240, 242

TTOC pp. 149-150
GDC #98, 102

· by presenting the Holy Spirit as God’s life within us  

NCD #54
CCC #243-246

TTOC pp. 150-151
GDC #77-82

· To introduce the concept of Church  

· by presenting the People of God as God’s family  

NCD #30
CCC #2052, 2054-2055

TTOC pp. 159, 185-186
GDC #64, 102

· by becoming members at Baptism  

NCD #16
CCC #1253, 1257, 1261

TTOC p. 177
GDC #88, 176


Vocabulary

altar
family
Mary

Bible
forgiveness
Mass

Catholic
God
parish

Christ
godparent
prayer

Christian
Holy Spirit
priest

Church
Jesus
Sacraments

Commandments
Joseph
saint

create
Last Supper
tabernacle



Concepts to be Learned

Advent
Creation

Baptism
Easter

Christmas 
Holy Family

Church
Lent

Commandments
Sacraments


MORALITY:

· To develop a sense of personal morality  

· by relating to God  

NCD #38, 101
CCC #1868

TTOC p. 251
GDC #85

· by relating to self  

NCD #102-103, 105
CCC #1869

TTOC pp. 251-252
GDC #85

· To develop an awareness of social morality  

· by relating to God’s gift of creation  

NCD #105a
CCC #1886

TTOC pp. 55-56, 59
GDC #85

· by relating to others  

NCD #105b
CCC #1888

TTOC pp. 56-60
GDC #86a, b

· To inculcate a consciousness of service/witness  

· by participating in community with others  

NCD #170
CCC #1881, 1929, 2459

TTOC pp. 57-61
GDC #91

· by praying for vocations and sharing stories about parish vocations  

NCD #207
CCC #1, 3, 542-543

TTOC pp. 312-313, 322
GDC #102

COMMUNITY:

· To experience growth in God’s love  

Luke 10:25-28


· by recognizing self as a unique individual  

· by participating as a family member  

· To develop love for God and others  

· by being a family member  

· by being a member of the Church

· by being a member of the neighborhood

WORSHIP:

· To encounter God in Scripture  

· by being called by name  

· by knowing that we are loved by God  

· by learning about God’s Book, the Bible  


Scripture Stories to Know/Hear

Genesis 1:1-24
Creation

Matthew 2:9b-11
Epiphany

Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem

Matthew 26:26-29
Last Supper

Mark 10:13-16
Jesus Blesses the Children

Luke 1:26-56
Annunciation

Luke 2:1-20
Nativity

Luke 2:40-52
Finding in the Temple

Luke 10:25-37
Good Samaritan

Luke 11:1-4
Lord’s Prayer

Luke 19:1-10
Zaccheaus

Luke 22:14:20
Last Supper

Luke 24:49
Pentecost/Holy Spirit

John 20:1-18
Jesus Rises from the Dead and Appears to the Disciples


· To encounter God in prayer  

· by listening and speaking to God  

· by offering praise, thanks, asking, and sorrow  

· by memorizing some formal prayers (refer to Appendix)

· To observe their parents’ example in sacramental settings

· by reception of the Sacrament of Penance

· by reverence in receiving Holy Communion

· by regular attendance at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass

Prayers To Be Learned and Memorized

APPENDIX I



Glory Be
Prayer for Vocations (Grades 1-2)

Hail Mary
Prayer to the Guardian Angel

Our Father
Simple Acts of Faith, Hope, Love

Prayer After Meals
Simple Morning Offering

Prayer Before Meals
The Sign of The Cross 




Desired Catechetical Expectations for Students

grade One

AWARENESS OF GOD

I.
MESSAGE

DOCTRINAL

The Student:  

1. develops awareness of Three Persons in God as the Holy Trinity  

2. describes God as the Creator of all people and things, always present as loving Father and Parent  

3. describes Jesus as the Son of God, our Brother, and our Savior  

4. describes the Holy Spirit as God’s life, giving gifts of peace, love and joy  

5. begins to describe the importance of Jesus’ Life, Death and Resurrection  

6. describes how Jesus cares for people through others  

7. believes and recognizes that  

· God is with all people  

· Jesus promises the Spirit  

· Jesus teaches him/her how to pray  

· The Church is God’s family  

8. describes God as One who knows, loves and is always faithful to us  

9. identifies death as the beginning of new life with God  


MESSAGE

HISTORICAL

The Student:  

10. discovers that the Church is God’s Family, the People of God  

11. identifies him/herself as a Catholic and a member of a parish community through Baptism  

12. recognizes saints as friends and heroes/heroines in God’s family  

AWARENESS OF VALUES

II.
MORALITY

PERSONAL

The Student:  

1. develops awareness that God loves him/her in a special way because he/she is good despite mistakes and sin  

2. recognizes human selfishness as the root of sin

3. describes how acts of kindness reflect God’s love  

4. discovers that Jesus tells his followers to love one another  

5. recognizes that God is present to help him/her when sorrow happens  

6. respects him/herself and others  

7. begins to learn that God will give them a gift, the Sacrament of Penance

8. recognizes the need to forgive and ask forgiveness  

9. identifies loving and displeasing actions in self and others  

MORALITY

SOCIAL

The Student:  

1. discovers that everyone is responsible for taking care of God’s creation  

2. cites examples of how people work to help others in need, and participates in activities that do so  

MORALITY

SERVICE/WITNESS

The Student:  

1. lists special talents that can be shared with others in the best way possible  

2. identifies Jesus as our Savior and helper, and recognizes his/her call to be like Him  

3. identifies with the Church’s heroes/heroines as unique and special friends of Jesus  

4. relates to stories of his/her patron saints  

5. recognizes what he/she can do to enhance home and community  

6. shows love to persons who are different from him/her  

AWARENESS OF OTHERS

II.
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENTAL

The Student:  

13. describes self as unique in God’s creation  

14. describes the care each human life needs and the importance of preserving life  

15. shares peace, love and joy with others  

16. discovers ways to share what it means to belong to God’s family  

17. gives examples of how parents show love for one another and for their children  

18. experiences family as a source of love and faith  

19. experiences community and recognizes its meaning  

20. discovers ways to express love and be responsible members of the family and school community

21. discovers that the community teaches, lives what it believes and shares experiences with the children  

22. learns that death is not an end but the beginning of our heavenly community life  

23. identifies the laws of God as Commandments of love to guide and lead us to our heavenly Father

AWARENESS OF SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

IV.
WORSHIP

SCRIPTURAL

The Student:  

1. realizes he/she is called by name (Is. 43:1-7)  

2. realizes God loves him/her always (Jer. 31:3)  

3. understands he/she is made in the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:27)  

4. identifies the Bible as the Word of God  

5. shows respect for the Bible  

6. explores key events in the life of Jesus such as His Birth, Last Supper, Death, and Resurrection  

7. tells stories about parables and cures of Jesus  

8. learns that the Mass is Jesus’ special meal (Lk. 22:7-20)  

9. learns about God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit — the Trinity

10. realizes Mary is the mother of Jesus, and our Mother (John 19:27)  

WORSHIP

PRAYER

The Student:  

1. recognizes prayer as speaking and listening to God  

2. experiences quiet prayer  

3. learns to pray through word, song, gestures and singing together in prayer services  

4. describes the meaning of acts of reverence, such as kneeling, making the sign of the cross, and genuflecting, etc.  

5. offers brief spontaneous prayers of praise, thanks, petition, and sorrow  

6. prays to know how to serve God best  

7. becomes involved in group/family prayer  

8. recites with reverence formal prayers (refer to Appendix)  

WORSHIP

SACRAMENTS

The Student:  

1. realizes that by Baptism we become children of God and share God’s life  

2. identifies and explains the symbols of Baptism  

· proclaiming the word  

· anointing with oil  

· pouring of water 

· signing with the cross  

· words of baptism

· lighting of the candle  

· placing of the baptismal robe/white garment

· forming of a community  

3. recognizes basic sacramental concepts of Baptism and Eucharist  

4. discovers that Jesus is with him/her in the Eucharist  

WORSHIP

LITURGICAL

The Student:  

1. recognizes Sunday as the Lord’s Day, when God’s Family gathers together at Church for worship  

2. recognizes Advent as an experience of waiting and the beginning of the New Church Year and Lent as a preparation for Easter  

3. describes Advent, Christmas, Easter and Pentecost through verbal or artistic expression  

4. identifies objects in the church: e.g., altar, tabernacle, Bible, pulpit, baptismal font, crucifix, holy water font, sanctuary light and candles  

5. participates in singing and reciting simple responses of the Liturgy as Amen, Alleluia, and Acclamations  

6. celebrates baptismal date and feasts of saints  

7. establishes a prayer corner and enthrones the Bible  

39
46

