OBJECTIVES FOR CATECHISTS

Grade Seven

THEME:
Jesus became Man and shared our human experiences while remaining God.  The Church looks upon Jesus as the fullest revelation of His Father.  

MESSAGE:

The Seven Sacraments

· To deepen and enhance the meaning of the sacraments  

The Sacrament of Baptism

· by instructing that in case of necessity, anyone with the required intention can baptize by pouring water on the person’s head while saying “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

NCD #117
CCC #1256, 1278, 1284

TTOC p. 407


· by teaching that Baptism is the basis for the communion of all Christians

NCD #116
CCC #1271

TTOC p. 412


· by stressing that Baptism and the Church are necessary for salvation, but martyrs for the faith, catechumens who die, and all those who seek God in ignorance of Baptism can be saved 

NCD #116
CCC #1257-1260, 1276-1277, 1281

TTOC p. 412


· by discovering that the sacraments of initiation “lay the foundations of every Christian’s life” 

NCD #115
CCC #1212, 1533

TTOC p. 401


· by explaining that the fruits of Baptism are forgiveness of original and personal sin and birth into new life 

NCD #98, 116
CCC #1213, 1263

TTOC pp. 407-410
GDC #66, 106

· by informing that the baptized are incorporated into the Church and share in the priesthood of Christ 

NCD #93
CCC #1267-1269, 1279

TTOC p. 409-410
GDC #27

The Sacrament of Eucharist

· by teaching that the Eucharist represents the sacrifice of the cross, with which it is one single sacrifice

NCD #120
CCC #1365-1367

TTOC pp. 378-380


· by teaching that the Eucharist is offered also for the faithful departed who have died and are not yet purified, so that they may enter heaven

NCD #120
CCC #144, 1371

TTOC p. 375


· by calling the Eucharist the Lord’s Supper, the Holy Sacrifice, Holy Communion and Holy Mass

NCD #120
CCC #1328-1332

TTOC pp. 373, 376
GDC #115

· by teaching the Eucharist as the source and summit of Christian life

NCD #64, 120
CCC #1327, 1407

TTOC p. 374
GDC #159, 218

· by explaining that Mass can be offered for the living and the dead

NCD #120
CCC #144, 1370-1371

TTOC p. 375


· by discussing that we receive Christ whole and entire under either form of bread or wine; but receiving under both forms is a more perfect sign

NCD #69
CCC #1373, 1390

TTOC p. 373


· by informing the students that while the Eucharist does not forgive mortal sins, it forgives venial sins and helps us to grow in relationship with God

NCD #120
CCC #1394-1395, 1416

TTOC pp. 368-369


· by explaining that only validly ordained priests can consecrate the Eucharist

NCD #120
CCC #1411

TTOC pp. 373, 376


· by discovering that the Eucharist commits us to the poor

NCD #120
CCC #1397

TTOC p. 434


· by teaching that in the sacrifice of the Mass, it is Christ who both offers and is offered

NCD #121
CCC #1410

TTOC pp. 370-371


· by instructing that the Eucharist concerns the real presence of Jesus Christ, His Body and Blood for us to receive

NCD #60f
CCC #1088, 1373-1377

TTOC pp. 381, 385


The Sacrament of Confirmation

· by discussing that in Confirmation the baptized person is strengthened by the Holy Spirit to continue along the path to full maturity in Christ

NCD #119
CCC #1308

TTOC p. 414


· by informing the students that Confirmation is necessary to complete the process begun in Baptism and to receive the fullness of life in the Holy Spirit

NCD #117
CCC #1247-1248

TTOC p. 404


· by recognizing that Confirmation strengthens our faith relationship with God

NCD #118
CCC #1303

TTOC pp. 416-417
GDC #65

· by teaching that we are called to membership within the community of believers through the Spirit

NCD #92
CCC #747

TTOC p. 135, 142


· by discovering that the Spirit strengthens our relationship with Jesus and empowers us to continue His mission through the gifts of the Spirit

NCD #83
CCC #737, 768

TTOC pp. 140, 142, 327-328


· by recalling that the gifts and fruits of the Spirit enable us to develop our talents as members of the Church

NCD #60, 116, 118
CCC #1829-1832

TTOC pp. 163-164, 327-328, 419-420


· by instructing the students that there is a Spirit-filled Catholic response to social issues such as poverty, environmental abuse, violence, and racism

NCD #105b
CCC #1935-1938

TTOC pp. 20-21, 431


The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation

· by teaching that “Repentance [also called contrition] must be inspired by motives that arise from faith.  If repentance arises from love of charity for God, it is called ‘perfect’ contrition; if it is founded on other motives, it is called ‘imperfect.’”

NCD #124
CCC #1451-1453, 1492

TTOC pp. 425-426


· by stressing that Catholics should receive the Sacrament of Penance frequently to assist them in their faith.  They must receive the Sacrament of Penance at least once a year, if they have serious sin

TTOC pp. 195-196
CCC #1457

· by explaining that Jesus gave His Church the authority to forgive sins.  This authority is exercised in Christ’s name by priests in the Sacrament of Penance

TTOC p. 389
CCC #1461-1495

· by informing the students that the seal of confession is a secret that admits no exceptions

TTOC p. 424
CCC #1467

· by explaining that the essential elements of the sacrament are the contrition for confession of sin, satisfaction made by the penitent, and the absolution of the priest

NCD #124
CCC #1448, 1480, 1491

TTOC pp. 425-428
GDC #102

· by teaching that sin wounds God’s honor, the human dignity of the sinner, and the good of the Church; no evil is graver than sin

NCD #125
CCC #1487-1488

TTOC p. 262
GDC #37

· by recognizing that Penance offers a reunion among God, the Church and us

NCD #124
CCC #1424, 1440, 1443-1445, 1462

TTOC pp. 421, 433
GDC #37, 56

The Anointing of the Sick

· by instructing that “The celebration of the Anointing of the Sick consists essentially in the anointing of the forehead and hands of the sick person, the anointing being accompanied by the liturgical prayer of the celebrant asking for the special grace of this sacrament.  The celebrant prays, ‘Through this holy anointing may the Lord in His love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord who frees you from sin save you and raise you up.”

NCD #127
CCC #1513, 1519, 1531

TTOC p. 437


· by explaining that “Only priests [and bishops] can give the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.”

NCD #128
CCC #1516, 1530

TTOC p. 441


· by believing that the Anointing of the Sick is an extension of the healing of Christ to the seriously ill or elderly

NCD #128
CCC #1499, 1514

TTOC pp. 436-437
GDC #87

· by indicating that Christ’s sufferings on the cross gave a new meaning to human suffering

NCD #128
CCC #1505, 1521

TTOC p. 141
GDC #87

· by recognizing that this sacrament provides a relief and strengthening for the soul of the sick person

NCD #128
CCC #1503, 1508, 1520-1521

TTOC p. 439


· by introducing that sometimes a restoration of bodily health takes place

NCD #127
CCC #1512, 1515, 1520

TTOC p. 439


The Sacrament of Holy Orders

· by explaining that the priest is ordained to teach, to sanctify, and to guide the People of God in Christ’s name

· by teaching that ultimately, Christ is the one priest, and ordained ministers share in his priesthood.  Because of this, even the sacraments of an unworthy minister are valid

NCD #132-133
CCC #1545, 1550, 1584

TTOC pp. 386-387


· by discussing that “The Sacrament of Holy Orders is conferred by the laying on of hands followed by a solemn prayer of consecration asking God to grant the ordained the graces of the Holy Spirit required for his ministry.  Ordination imprints an indelible sacramental character.”

NCD #132
CCC #1573, 1581-1582, 1597

TTOC p. 389


· by informing the students that “It is bishops who confer the Sacrament of Holy Orders in the three degrees.”

NCD #132
CCC #1575-1576, 1600

TTOC p. 392


· by understanding the ordained ministry as one that teaches, sanctifies and governs the People of God

NCD #132
CCC #1552-1553

TTOC pp. 397-399
GDC #224

· by realizing that priesthood is a primary means of the sacramental presence of Christ

NCD #132
CCC #1548, 1551

TTOC p. 389
GDC #224

· by understanding the celebration of the three orders of bishop, priest, and deacon

NCD #132
CCC #1554-1555, 1571

TTOC p. 392
GDC #224

· by learning that “among other tasks, it is the task of the deacon to assist the bishop and priests in the celebration of the divine mysteries, above all the Eucharist, in the distribution of Holy Communion, in assisting at the blessing of marriage, in the proclamation of the Gospel and preaching, in presiding over funerals, and in dedicating themselves to the various ministries of charity.”

NCD #93
CCC #1570, 1596

TTOC pp. 390-391
GDC #225

The Sacrament of Matrimony

· by instructing that since marriage is a public act, and the sacrament is connected with the Paschal mystery of Christ, it is most appropriately celebrated at Mass

NCD #130
CCC #1621, 1663

TTOC p. 364


· by stressing that the sacrament requires a good preparation

NCD #130
CCC #1622, 1632

TTOC p. 365


· by explaining the spouses are the ministers of the sacrament

NCD #131
CCC #1623

TTOC p. 448


· by teaching that the essence of the marriage is the consent of the couple; without this consent, the marriage is invalid

NCD #131
CCC #1625-1628, 1662

TTOC p. 413


· by realizing that marriage is not just a contract, but a covenant

NCD #130
CCC #1639, 1647

TTOC pp. 448-449


· by understanding that the sacrament of marriage has two ends — unitive and procreative

· by recalling that marriage is an empowerment for the couple to be love-giving and life-giving

NCD #131
CCC #1641-1642

TTOC pp. 445, 448
GDC #232

· by identifying marriage as a reflection of the covenant of indissoluble love between Christ and the Church

NCD #130
CCC #1605, 1639-1640, 1644, 1661

TTOC pp. 443-444
GDC #258

· by portraying the love of husband and wife as the image of the love of Christ for his Church

NCD #130
CCC #1616-1617, 1659, 1661

TTOC p. 413
GDC #232

((  This could be another place to incorporate the CVOL lessons for Grade 5.  

· To present the Church’s teaching on the Incarnation and Redemption

· by describing Jesus as the fullest revelation of God the Father

NCD #53, 71
CCC #461, 464, (Incarnation) 571, (Redemption) 601

TTOC pp. 95, 131-132, (Incarnation)  119-122, (Redemption) 199-200
GDC #109, 117, (Incarnation) 152, (Redemption) 36-40

· by explaining that Jesus’ mission is a continuing one to bring all people to God, the Father

NCD #78
CCC #301, 478, 946-948, 1303

TTOC pp. 55-56, 417-418, 203-204
GDC #82-83, 96-103, 65-91, 181, 231, 282

TJD #24


· by teaching that Jesus is our Savior who redeemed us

NCD #85
CCC #571, 601

TTOC pp. 119-122, 199-200
GDC #36-40

· by identifying the humanity of Jesus, e.g. fear, doubt, anger, and love

Fear – Jr. 7:1-2, 7-9
MT. 21:26

Love – MK 10:21
Jr. 11:36, 15:9

NCD #89, 90, 114
CCC #612

TTOC pp. 29, 76
GDC #16

· by understanding Jesus’ sense of His identity and mission, given by His Father

NCD #32
CCC #556, 596

TTOC pp. 83-85, 113
GDC #34, 37

· To emphasize the importance of strengthening our relationships with God, self and others

· by explaining faith as both a personal adherence to God, and a free assent to the truth God has revealed

NCD #112
CCC #150, 176

TTOC p. 30
GDC #82

· by indicating that the Father’s plan uses creatures as co-operators.  Human beings cooperate freely with God’s design

NCD #83
CCC #306-308, 323

TTOC p. 33
GDC #36

· by presenting Jesus as Savior, brother, friend, and teacher

NCD #90
CCC #427, 908, 1741

TJD #24
GDC #98

TTOC pp. 58, 171, 178, 333


· by recognizing that Confirmation strengthens our faith relationship with God

NCD #118
CCC #1303

TTOC pp. 416-417
GDC #65

· by teaching the student to appreciate himself/herself as an individual part of God’s creation

NCD #156
CCC #1730, 1745

TTOC pp. 24, 28
GDC #173-174

· by emphasizing that Mary is the Mother of the Church and the perfect model for all Christians to follow

NCD #106
CCC #963, 968, 2030

TTOC p. 198
GDC #196, 291

· To teach that God was and is personally involved in the history of His people

· by explaining the Communion of Saints as a further development of our relation with our brothers and sisters in heaven, purgatory and on earth

NCD #107
CCC #946-948, 953, 960

TTOC pp. 203-204, 467-468


· by presenting Jesus as a Jew and that the roots of Christianity are founded in Judaism

NCD #53
CCC #527-531

TTOC pp. 58, 75, 160
GDC #53

· by emphasizing the important role of preaching and missionary work in spreading the  Gospel of Jesus

NCD #30, 71, 74
CCC #3, 126, 849

TTOC p. 144
GDC #58-59

· by teaching the historical significance of Synods and Church Councils, especially the early Christological Councils (Nicea, 325 A.D., Chalcedon, 451 A.D., Constantinople II, 553 A.D., as well as Vatican Council II, 1962-1965)

NCD #104-106 
Ephesus pp. 94-95, 216, 499

TTOC (Nicea) pp. 80, 113, 216, 499,
Chalcedon pp. 80, 81, 95, 216-219, 249

(Constantinople) pp. 23, 80, 113, 135, 138, 153, 165, 216, 499


· by defining ecumenism and describing ecumenical efforts by Catholics

NCD #76, 95
CCC #822, 920

TTOC pp. 217-219
GDC #74, 86, 99, 139, 177-198


Vocabulary

abba
encyclical
mystagogia

apostle
evangelist
New Testament

Ascension
evangelization
papacy

Assumption
free will
parable

beatitudes
gospel
Paschal Mystery

canon law
grace
precepts of the Church

Cardinal Virtues
heresy
relics

commandments
Incarnation
Resurrection

Communion of Saints
infallibility
rites

conscience
Kingdom of God
sacrament

covenant
laity
schism

diocese
Messiah
Trinity

disciple
ministry
Vatican Council II

dogma
miracle
venial sin

Ecumenical Council
mortal sin




Concepts to be Learned

Beatitudes
Laws of the Church

Cardinal Virtues
Marks of the Church

Days of Penance
Seven Sacraments

Eucharistic Fast
Ten Commandments

Fruits of the Holy Spirit
Theological Virtues

General Laws of Fast and Abstinence
Twelve Apostles

Gifts of the Spirit
Two Great Commandments

Holy Days of Obligation in the United States
Works of Mercy

· Spiritual

· Corporal


MORALITY:


The Ten Commandments

· The Ten Commandments are a gift and a revelation of God’s privileged expression of the natural law; the moral life is a response to God’s love  

NCD #105
CCC #2059, 2062

TTOC p. 248


· To enrich the understanding of the commandments  

The First Commandment

· by explaining that the first commandment binds us to hope in God.  Sins opposed to it include despair, presumption and tempting God

NCD #105a
CCC #2090-2092, 2119

TTOC p. 266


· by instructing that we are called to worship God.  The perfect sacrifice is the one Christ offered

NCD #59
CCC #2099-2100, 2120

TTOC pp. 266-267


· by informing that opposed to true worship are idolatry, sacrilege and simony

NCD #105a
CCC #21, 2136

TTOC p. 267


· by discussing that idolatry means to worship a false God.  It also means to put anything in the place of God

NCD #55, 143
CCC #2112-2114

TTOC p. 267


The Second Commandment

· by teaching that the name of God should only be used in prayer

NCD #105a
CCC #2098, 2111, 2115-2117, 2135, 2138

TTOC p. 267


· by explaining that swearing violates the commandment to honor God’s name

The Third Commandment

· by informing that Sunday fulfills the Sabbath; it is the day of the Resurrection

NCD #105a
CCC #2174-2176, 2190-2191

TTOC p. 267


· by teaching the Sunday liturgy is the heart of the Church’s life.  By participating, we show ourselves to be members of the Catholic community

NCD #105
CCC #2177-2178, 2182

TTOC p. 267


The Fourth Commandment

· by understanding that the family is based on marriage, which exists for the good of the spouses and the procreation and education of children

NCD #105
CCC #2201, 2249

TTOC pp. 272, 296, 298


· by recognizing that grown children must support their parents in old age

NCD #105
CCC #2218

TTOC pp. 296-300


· by being aware of the duties of a Catholic are to be a good citizen and to build a good and just society.  Some responsibilities include paying taxes, voting and defending their country

TTOC pp. 300-304


The Fifth Commandment

· by the discovering that “The use of drugs and alcohol inflicts very grave damage on human health and life….Clandestine production and trafficking in drugs are scandalous practices.”  They constitute direct cooperation with evil

NCD #200c
CCC #2291

TTOC p. 269


· by understanding that justice and charity lead to peace; injustice to war

NCD #165
CCC #2304, 2317

TTOC p. 327


· by explaining the Church’s teaching “From its conception, the child has the right to life.  Direct abortion, that is abortion willed as an end or a means, is a crime against life and is gravely contrary to the moral law.  The Church imposes the canonical penalty of excommunication for this crime against human life.”  

NCD #19, 105b, 167
CCC #2322

TTOC pp. 279-280


The Sixth Commandment

· by teaching that the sexual act finds its place only in a life-long marriage; this excludes masturbation, fornication, sex for engaged couples, “living together,” trial marriage and adultery

NCD #179
CCC #2350-2353, 2360, 2380-2381, 

TTOC pp. 281, 284
2390-2391, 2396, 2400

· by realizing that culture has a great effect on sexual morality, pornography and prostitution

NCD #179-180
CCC #2354, 2382-2385 

TTOC pp. 431-432


· by understanding that every marriage act must be open to children; this excludes all artificial means of contraception

NCD #105b, 131
CCC #2366, 2398-2399 

TTOC pp. 445-447


· by discussing that rape totally degrades sexuality and divorce is a grave offense against the dignity of marriage

NCD #27a, 131
CCC #2396, 2400 

TTOC p. 449


The Seventh Commandment

· by teaching that “access to employment and to professions must be open to all.”

NCD #165
CCC #2433

TTOC pp. 301, 304-305


· by clarifying the search for solidarity increasingly has international implications; rich nations must work for the development of poorer nations

NCD #168
CCC #2437-2441 

TTOC pp. 301-302


· by discussing that to work for the common good in economic and political realities is especially the role of the Catholic laity

NCD #156-157
CCC #2442 

TTOC pp. 303-309


The Eighth Commandment

· by recognizing that reputation and honor are aspects of a person’s human dignity.  These are injured by rash judgment, detraction and calumny

NCD #45, 49
CCC #2477-2479, 2507

TTOC pp. 288-291


The Ninth Commandment

· by stressing that purity requires modesty, which recognizes and protects the dignity of the person

NCD #156
CCC #2521-2522, 2533

TTOC pp. 280-288


The Tenth Commandment

· by teaching that one should not covet (desire) anything that belongs to his/her neighbor

NCD #105
CCC #2538-2559

TTOC p. 330


Respect Life Teachings

· To present the Church’s teachings on social morality as norms of conscience

· by emphasizing that concerns for human rights, especially for human life, is a basic Gospel value

NCD #152-153, 165a, 167
CCC #2258, 2273, 2297

TTOC p. 308
GDC #18-19

· by instilling value for the various stages of life from conception to natural death

NCD #167, 1056 
CCC #2260

TTOC pp. 273, 289-309
GDC #24

· by addressing clearly the evil of abortion as the killing of an innocent human life and as a grave sin for anyone who participates

NCD #19, 105b, 131, 167
TTOC pp. 279-280

· by teaching the avoidance of stereotyping the physically or mentally challenged and the need to be accepting of persons with disabilities

NCD #138, 195, 231
CCC #2270-2319, 2322-2323

TTOC pp. 237-238
GDC #179, 189

· by explaining the Church’s teaching on the death penalty

E.V. #58
CCC #2266-2267

· by clarifying that direct euthanasia consists in putting an end to the lives of handicapped, sick or dying persons.  It is a grave sin and is always evil

· To explain personal morality as a positive response to God, neighbor and the world

· by recognizing each Catholic’s role in the ongoing Incarnational/Redemptive process

MUS #11-12
CCC #464, 470, 571, 601, 699

NCD #45-47, 96, 190
GDC #30, 109, 117, 143, 190

TTOC pp. 236-239, 280-288


· by furthering conscience formation in the light of Scripture, tradition, teachings of the Church,  experiences of the People of God, human sciences, death, judgment and eternal life

TTOC pp. 246-249
CCC #1783-1785, 1798, 1971


GDC #102, 232

· by assisting the student to understand that there are moral absolutes (right and wrong)

NCD #101
CCC #1756

TTOC p. 246
GDC #23, 98

· by reviewing that there are both mortal and venial sins

NCD #98
CCC #1855

TTOC p. 262
GDC #117

· by helping the student to be aware of his/her own personal sinfulness as he/she makes a personal moral decision

NCD #98
CCC #1868-1883

TTOC pp. 236-239, 241-243
GDC #102, 117

· To emphasize the relationship which exists between sexual and moral development

((  The vocation classes, as well as the virtue and sacramental classes in the seventh grade curriculum of CVOL deal with topics of morality.  During or following this segment would be an appropriate place to introduce the CVOL lessons Grade 7

· by teaching that mature Christian sexuality carries with it the responsibility of life-enriching commitment to others

NCD #191, 1056
CCC #1537, 1652, 2202, 2208

TTOC pp. 250-251
GDC #85

· by presenting the various kinds and levels of commitment determined by different relationships

NCD #24, 179, 191
CCC #1606, 1618, 1658

TTOC pp. 280-285
GDC #185

· by explaining why sexual involvement requires the commitment and fidelity that are only possible in the marriage covenant

NCD #1056
CCC #1641, 1658, 1664

TTOC pp. 280-285
GDC #183

· by teaching that young people must actively pursue a life of chastity by showing respect for self and others, by being modest and pure in all ways, especially by prayer

NCD #105
CCC #941

TTOC pp. 285-286
GDC #85

· by identifying the adverse effects of some movies, music, T.V., pictures and printed materials on his/her development of sexual identity and the use of sexual stereotypes

NCD #22
CCC #1158, 2500-2501, 2389

TTOC pp. 280-289
GDC #109-111

· by examining influences which affect involvement and self-control, e.g. pornography, dating habits, alcohol and drug addiction, media, music and peer pressure

NCD #22, 180
CCC #1809

TTOC p. 269
GDC #279-280

( The vocation classes, as well as the virtue and sacramental classes in the seventh grade curriculum of CVOL deal with topics of morality.  During or following this segment would be an appropriate place to continue the CVOL lessons Grade 7.  

· To explain how mutual support and sharing give us the necessary courage and strength to follow the teachings of Jesus and the Church  

· by teaching that prayer, Penance and the Eucharist are essential components of one’s moral life

NCD #180
CCC #893, 1325

TTOC pp. 353-341, 368-369
GDC #85

· by developing an awareness of local and global social concerns

NCD #158, 164-165, 170, 1056
CCC #2420-2424

TTOC pp. 310-315
GDC #232

· by introducing various service organizations within the Church or founded by Catholics

· by indicating available service opportunities in the local community

· by emphasizing the importance of modern Christian witnesses

NCD #207
CCC #825, 1694

TTOC pp. 217-219, 413-417
GDC #173

· by introducing Mary as the Mother of God, and model of faith

NCD #106
CCC #509, 721-722, 963, 967

TTOC pp. 89, 94-95, 205-206, 499
GDC #55, 78, 196, 291

· by teaching about saints who dedicated their lives to the service of others and missionary work

NCD #107, 179, 1446
CCC #849, 858-859

TTOC pp.157, 221
GDC #276-277

· To present the Church’s teachings on social morality as norms of conscience

· by instructing how personal choices can impinge on the rights of others

NCD #38, 155-159, 165
CCC #2443-2449

TTOC pp. 246, 249
GDC #85

· by explaining how poverty affects the lives of people

NCD #152-153, 160, 162
CCC #2443-2449

TTOC p. 309
GDC #102-103

· by emphasizing that concerns for human rights, especially for human life, is a basic Gospel value

NCD #152-153, 165a, 167
CCC #2258, 2273, 2297

TTOC p. 308
GDC #18-19

· by instilling value for the various stages of life from conception to natural death

NCD #167, 1056
CCC #2260

TTOC pp. 273, 289-309
GDC #24

· by addressing clearly the evil of abortion as the killing of an innocent human life and is a grave sin for anyone who participates

NCD #19, 105b, 131, 137
CCC #2271-2273

TTOC pp. 273-274, 279
GDC #18-19

· by explaining the Church’s teaching on death penalty

E.V. #58
CCC #2266-2267

· by teaching the avoidance of stereotyping persons who are physically or mentally challenged and the need to be accepting of persons with disabilities

NCD #138, 195, 231
CCC #2270, 2319, 2322-2323

TTOC pp. 237-238
GDC #179, 189

· by indicating the injustices caused by racism, ageism, consumerism and sexism

NCD #8, 13, 187, 194
CCC #2218

TTOC pp. 280-281, 305, 431
GDC #166, 177, 180, 538-540, 1434, 2700-2721

· by developing peacemaking skills

NCD #70-71
CCC #307-309

TTOC pp. 305, 431
GDC #251

· by presenting prayer, fasting and almsgiving as recommended practices 

NCD #55
CCC #575, 1434-1438, 2447

TTOC pp. 333-342, 394, 462
GDC #84-88

WORSHIP:

· To review the importance of Scripture with special emphasis on Jesus

· by emphasizing that the Gospels are a written expression of how the early Church understood faith and the Risen Jesus in their lives

· by presenting the various literary styles found in the New Testament, e.g. parables, miracle stories, speeches

· by teaching some of the titles and images of Jesus as found in the New Testament

· by explaining the mission of male and female disciples in the early Church and in our present day

· by encouraging the writing of a modern-day interpretation of a Holy Week experience of Jesus and the Apostles using local places, current language and symbols


Scripture Stories to Know/Hear
Matthew 5:1-12
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5:17-20; 5:38-48; 5:3-12
Laws

Matthew 16:13-19
Authority of Peter

Matthew 16:15-20
Peter Acknowledges Jesus as Messiah

Matthew 19:20-27; Luke 10:25-27; 6:27-49
Following Jesus’ Way

Matthew 25:14-30; I Corinthians 12:4-11
Service through the Use of Personal Talents

Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus’ Teaching on the Last Judgment

Matthew 26:26-28; Luke 22:14-20;
Jesus Institutes the Eucharist

Mark 1:23-28
Jesus’ Power over Evil

Mark 1:40-45
Jesus’ Compassion for Others; Cure of Leper

Mark 3:13-19; Luke 5:1-11; Luke 6:12-16
The Call of the Twelve Apostles

Mark 6:34-44
Feeding the Hungry

Mark 10:13-16
Blessing the Children

Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 28:16-20
Command to Preach the Good News to All Nations

Luke 2:22-40
Presentation in the Temple

Luke 6:12-16
Selection of the Apostles

Luke 9:28-36
Transfiguration of Jesus

Luke 10:1-12; Matthew 5:13-16
Mission of the Disciples

Luke 19:9-10; 4:16-21; John 10:10
Purposes of Jesus’ Coming

John 6:26-69
Foreshadowing of the Real Presence in the Eucharist

John 13:4-17, 34-35; Matthew 5:43-48
Following Jesus’ Way

John 14:26; 20:19-23; Matthew 28:17-20
Jesus Sends the Spirit

John 16:7, 13
Promise of the Spirit

John 19:25-27
Mary as the Mother of the Church

John 21:25
Tradition


Acts 1:12-14; 2:42-47
Accounts of the Early Church

Acts 2:1-41; John 20:19-23
Pentecost Account

Acts 6:1-6
Appointment of Deacons

I Corinthians 11:23-26
Jesus Institutes the Eucharist

1 Peter 2:9-10
Church as God’s People


· To assist in the development of prayer as an integral part of life

· by enthroning the Word in the classroom

· by providing various prayer experiences such as:  listening, praying with song, journaling

· by inviting participation in planning and experiencing para-liturgical/prayer services

· by encouraging personal reflections on the statements of the Our Father

· by requiring memorization of formal prayers (refer to Appendix)

Prayers To Be Learned and Memorized

APPENDIX I




Act of Contrition
Memorare

Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love
Morning Offering

Angelus
Nicene Creed

Apostle’s Creed
Our Father

Confiteor
Prayer For The Faithful Departed

Divine Praises
Prayer for Vocations

Evening Prayer
Prayer of St. Francis for Peace

Glory Be
Prayer To The Holy Spirit

Grace After Meals
Queen of Heaven (Regina Coeli)

Grace Before Meals
Stations of the Cross

Hail Holy Queen
The Rosary (Mysteries)

Hail Mary
The Sign of The Cross

Mary’s Canticle (Magnificat)
To The Guardian Angel

· To review the sacraments as sacred rites giving expression to covenant and commitment 

· by reviewing Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist as the sacraments of initiation and as sources of identity

COMMUNITY:

· To inculcate that human dignity flows from the Incarnational principle

· by creating a classroom environment where each person is accepted as unique and is treated justly

· by teaching that belonging to the Church also means participating in its mission

· To present the importance of recognizing another’s dignity

· by teaching that contentment, joy, fulfillment and fullness of heaven are supernatural, surpassing anything we are able to do or merit on our own

· by explaining that the education of our conscience is a life-long task and needs time for reflection and self-examination

· by inviting the students to hope for the Kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness

· To identify Church as a community of believers in the Risen Lord with its beginnings in the People of God of the Old Testament

· by paralleling Israel’s journey of faith with that of the People of God today 

· by explaining that all people are bonded in faith

· by indicating that families and communities share covenant type relationships

· by teaching skills that are integral to interpersonal relations

· by reviewing Penance and Anointing of the Sick as sacraments of healing

· by reviewing Matrimony and Holy Orders as sacraments of commitment and service

· by celebrating and participating in the Sacrament of Penance and the Eucharist with regularity

· To recall and celebrate the mystery of our Redemption

· by training how to plan liturgical celebrations

· by teaching the Rite of Christian Burial

· by reviewing parts of the Mass

· by participating in Eucharistic Liturgy

· by expecting explanations of the Seasons of the Church Year

· by reviewing various Church devotions

DESIRED CATECHETICAL EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS

Grade Seven

AWARENESS OF GOD

I.
MESSAGE

DOCTRINAL

The Student:  

1. describes the Church’s teaching on the Incarnation and Redemption

2. describes Jesus as the fullest revelation of God, the Father

3. understands and explains why Jesus’ Death/Resurrection is the most important event in Christianity

4. describes Jesus’ mission as a continuing one to bring all people to God, the Father.  His mission is exemplified in the Beatitudes

5. describes Jesus as Savior who redeemed us by His life, Ministry, Death and Resurrection

6. identifies the human emotions experienced by Jesus, e.g. doubt, anger, fear and love

7. regards Jesus as Savior, friend, counselor, brother and teacher

8. recognizes that Confirmation strengthens our faith and relationship with God

9. appreciates him/herself as an individual part of God’s creation

10. explains the Communion of Saints

11. refers to Mary as model of discipleship

MESSAGE

HISTORICAL

1. recognizes God as personally involved in the history of His People

2. understands that Jesus was a Jew, and that the roots of Christianity are founded in Judaism

3. realizes the important role of preaching and missionary work in spreading the Gospel of Jesus

4. studies synods and Church Councils, especially the Christological Councils and Vatican II

5. defines ecumenism and describes ecumenical efforts by Catholics

AWARENESS OF VALUES

I.
MORALITY

PERSONAL

The Student:

1. recognizes the Catholic’s role in the ongoing Incarnational/Redemptive process

2. explains morality as a positive response to God, neighbor, and world

3. understands the need for a process for making moral decisions

4. develops conscience formation in the light of Scripture, tradition, teachings of the Church, experiences of the People of God, human sciences, death, judgment and eternal life

5. realizes his/her personal sinfulness when making personal moral decisions

6. realizes that mortal (serious) sin — is breaking our relationship with God

7. realizes that even venial sin is serious and affects our relation with God and leads to more sin

8. identifies personal gifts and talents which can be used for him/herself and for others

9. recognizes the values utilized in making moral decisions

10. understands the relationship which exists between sexual and moral development

11. realizes that mature Christian sexuality carries with it the responsibility of life-enriching commitment to others

12. studies the different kinds and levels of commitment determined by different relationships — marital, parental, filial, fraternal, friendship, celibate

13. by teaching God’s plan and the teaching of the Church about sexuality and marriage

14. explains why sexual involvement within marriage requires commitment, fidelity and respect for self and one’s spouse

15. explains the adverse effects of some movies, music, TV, photos, computer, and printed materials on his/her development of sexuality and the use of stereotypes

MORALITY

SOCIAL

The Student:

1. describes the Church’s teachings on social morality as norms of conscience

2. describes the rights of others and explains how his/her choices can impinge on those rights

3. explains how poverty affects the lives of people

4. recognizes that concerns for human rights, especially for human life, is a basic Gospel value

5. values the various stages of life from conception to natural death

6. addresses clearly the evil of abortion as the killing of an innocent human life and as a grave sin for anyone who participates

7. explain how stereotyping of persons with disabilities affect their lives

8. recognizes the injustices caused by racism, ageism, anti-Semitism, consumerism, and sexism

9. develops peacemaking skills within family, school and community

10. recognizes prayer, fasting and almsgiving as recommended practices

MORALITY

SERVICE/WITNESS

The Student:

1. realizes that mutual support and sharing give us the necessary courage and strength to follow the teachings of Jesus and the Church

2. becomes aware of local and global social concerns:

· aging

· anti-Semitism

· drug/alcohol abuse

· family conflicts

· housing

· hunger

· poverty

· racial discrimination

· unemployment

3. studies various service organizations:

· Bethlehem Haven

· Christian Mothers

· Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

· Focus On Renewal

· Holy Name Society

· Intersection

· Jubilee Soup Kitchen

· Knights of Columbus

· Ladies of Charity

· Maryhouse

· Meals on Wheels
· Miryam’s Shelter
· Mom’s House

· St Vincent dePaul  Society

· St. Joseph House of Hospitality

· The Red Door — St. Mary of Mercy Church

· Thomas Merton Center

4. reflects on service opportunities for himself/herself within the local community

5. becomes involved in service outreach projects, clothing and food collections

6. realizes how persons give evidence of witness to their faith through their work

7. names some of the Saints whose lives were dedicated to service and missionary work

8. interprets the importance of modern Christian witnesses:

· Dorothy Day

· Dr. Tom  Dooley

· Martin Luther King

· Albert Schweitzer

· Mother Theresa

· Sr. Thea Bowman, F.S.P.A.

· Blessed Katharine Drexel, S.B.S.

AWARENESS OF OTHERS

III.
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENTAL

The Student:

1. realizes that because of the Incarnational principle all people are uniquely created by God and understand that human dignity flows from this principle

2. creates a family and classroom environment where each person is accepted as unique and is treated justly

3. recognizes the sense of identity of Church as community.  Belonging to the Church also means participating in its mission

4. accepts the invitation to become a part of parish community experiences

5. understands that some are called to martyrdom while most Catholics are asked to live out their faith by witnessing, by evangelizing, and by making sound moral judgments

6. shares the stories of the faith-family

7. discusses each individual’s need to be liked and respected

8. identifies suffering as a global experience

9. understands the relationship which exists between sexual and moral development

10. realizes that mature Christian sexuality carries with it the responsibility of life-enriching commitment to others

11. studies the different kinds and levels of commitment determined by different relationships — marital, parental, filial, fraternal, friendship, celibate

12. understands the destructive nature of racism, prejudice and discrimination

AWARENESS OF SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

IV.
WORSHIP

SCRIPTURAL
The Student:

1. identifies Scriptural references to call and response, e.g.

· Abraham — Genesis 22:1-19

· Samuel — Samuel 1:3

2. understands the place of oral tradition in the formation of the Bible

3. regards the Gospels as written expression of how the early Church understood its faith experience and the Risen Jesus in their lives

4. studies the various literary styles of the New Testament, e.g. parables, miracles, stories, speeches

5. identifies the geographical areas of the New Testament

6. learns some of the titles and images of Jesus as found in the New Testament, e.g. Son of God, Son of Man, Christ, Lord, Messiah, Shepherd, Healer, Teacher

7. discovers instances in Scripture which tell us what Jesus has done, and how we are to live

8. recalls the response of the people of the New Testament to the invitations of the Gospels, acts, and letters

9. explains the mission of male and female disciples in the early Church and in our present day

10. writes a modern day interpretation of the Holy Week experience for Jesus and the Apostles using local places, current language and symbols

WORSHIP

PRAYER

The Student:

1. experiences prayer that includes:

· centering

· guided silent prayer following scripture readings

· prayer journaling

· prayers of adoration, thanksgiving, contrition, petition

· praying with movement, gesture and dance

· praying with song

· spontaneous prayer

2. experiences silent prayer

3. participates in planning and experiencing para-liturgical prayer services

4. forms his/her own reflections on the statements of the Our Father

5. recognizes the Way of the Cross and the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary as helps to meditate on the meaning of suffering and death in the light of Jesus’ example

6. memorizes the required prayers (refer to Appendix I)

7. enthrones the Word in the classroom

WORSHIP

SACRAMENTS

The Student:

1. describes sacraments as sacred rites giving expression to covenant and commitment

2. explains how the sacraments are a continuation of Jesus’ ministry to the world

3. understands the sacraments of initiation — Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist — as sources of identity

4. recognizes the Sacraments of Penance and Anointing of the Sick as sacraments of healing

5. recognizes Matrimony and Holy Orders as sacraments of commitment and  service

6. celebrates the Rite of Reconciliation, and experiences communal celebration of Reconciliation

7. participates in the Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist with regularity

WORSHIP

LITURGICAL

The Student:

1. recalls and celebrates the mystery of our Redemption

2. assists in planning of liturgical celebrations

3. prepares and implements short prayer services using a variety of styles

4. studies the revised Rite of the Christian Funeral

5. celebrates the Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) by gathering, music, gestures and responses

6. identifies parts of the Mass and understands them fully

7. realizes the importance of Sunday in the Church

8. identifies the seasons of the Church Year including Ordinary Time and explains their purposes

9. deepens awareness and celebrates the liturgical feasts and seasons (refer to Appendix)

10. identifies various Church devotions, e.g.  Evening Praise, Benediction, Visits to the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Hours, Forty Hours, Way of the Cross, Novenas
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