
Completion of the entire course is required for Level I certification by                         The National Association                             of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.
Catechists in Diocese of Pittsburgh will receive catechetical certification with completion of the Morality Course.

Registration Contact:
Sr. Emily Lepage
cgs@saintjudepgh.org
 
 Celine Mitchell
babcisews@gmail.com
412-600-7097
 


Course will be hosted at:
St. Jude Parish, St. Raphael site
CGS Center (former school bldg.)
1154 Chislett St., Pgh PA  15206


Light refreshments will be provided.
Please bring bag lunch.


The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) is a faith formation experience for children ages 3 to 12 years old.  It is based on the belief that young children can and do experience God. Founded on the educational principles of Maria Montessori, CGS is rooted in scripture and liturgy. Central to the Catechesis is the atrium, a special environment created to nurture the child’s spirituality with beautiful materials that focus the child’s attention on key scripture passages and liturgical moments.  Children enter into a love relationship with Jesus, the Good Shepherd, through gospel proclamation (life of Jesus, parables), prayer, song, silence, and liturgical celebrations.  Hands-on materials (made by catechists and parish members) allow children to reflect on God’s love and many gifts.
The catechesis began in Rome in 1954 and has continued with the approval of the bishops of Rome.  Dr. Sofia Cavalletti, a scripture scholar, and Gianna Gobbi, a Montessori teacher and trainer, developed the Catechesis through their observation and work with children.  The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd can be found in parishes and schools throughout the world, and is spreading in the Pittsburgh area.  Since 2007, all Missionaries of Charity (Mother Teresa’s order) worldwide have adopted CGS for their work with children and the religious formation of new sisters.






Registration Form - CGS Level I Formation 2023
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________     
Phone__________________________________Email____________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________Parish_______________________
Denomination 	 _______ Check # ________________   Scholarship Application Form __________________
Please return this form together with $50 deposit.           Total Course Fee for part 1 & 2 - $600       
 Make checks payable to:  St. Jude Parish and mail to  St. Jude Parish, ATTN: Sr. Emily Lepage, 310 Shady Avenue Pittsburgh, PA  15206
For those applying to the Diocese of Pittsburgh for the scholarship, please return this form with your Scholarship Application Form, otherwise course fee needs to be paid by Jan 6, 2023.
















Celine Mitchell, M.A, Rel.Ed, is a certified CGS catechist at all levels, a recognized Formation Leader for Levels I and II, and a consultant for Catholic Montessori and CGS start-up. Celine is a Master Catechist in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, an international CGS formation leader, and Montessori primary guide and CGS catechist at St. Ambrose Academy.  She assisted numerous parishes in starting CGS in western Pennsylvania and internationally.  She has led formation courses for the Missionaries of Charity in the Russian Region, Brazil, Haiti, Puerto Rico, and San Francisco. Celine and her husband Bob (also a CGS catechist) have 3grown children and 8 grandchildren.  Bob and Celine live at Good Shepherd House of Prayer in Butler, PA.
Amanda Kramer – Assistant Formation Leader-  is a certified catechist in Levels I, II, III and Certified Level I Formation Leader.  She began her CGS journey in 2009. Amanda has served as Coordinator of Faith Formation at St. Fidelis Parish from 2015 – 2020 where she also helped to establish Level II and Level III.Amanda and her husband, Dave, are raising their 3 children on a small farm with 4 dogs, 11 goats, several cows and pigs, and too many turkeys, chickens and ducks.
Comments from adults who have taken the CGS courses:
· If you want to find God, this is the course!
· It was really exceptional in its retreat-like atmosphere and deeper experience of Christ’s love
· It’s not just for children, it is for adults!  It’s not a method, it’s a way of life! 

The course is designed to attune participants to the religious life of children at 3-6 years old and to provide specific methods and materials to foster their spiritual life. 
A formation course for Level I includes at least 90 hours of presentations and reflections which model the presentations for children.  Adult reflections lead to a deeper understanding of the Bible and the Holy Mass.  We will do some material making as well as practicing presentations (lessons). 
Completion of the entire course plus time observing in an atrium are required for Level I certification by the National Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.
The Course Fee is $600 and covers: 
· All course sessions
· Three required textbooks
· Handouts
· Certificate from National CGSUSA

Participates from the Diocese of Pittsburgh may apply for a scholarship, limited to 10 applicants per course. The form is available at St. Raphael’s office or online https://diopitt.org/catechetical-certification-and-professional-development
Participants form outside the Diocese of Pittsburgh, should check their own diocese for grant money or apply for a partial scholarship through the national association (if already a National CGS member).

Please send this Registration Fee of $50 and form to:
Sr. Emily Lepage
St. Jude Parish 
310 Shady Avenue Pittsburgh, PA  15206


The Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd

Level 1
Formation Course for Working with
Three to Six Year Olds

Part 1 and Part 2 
2023

Jan17, 24, 31,
Feb 7, 11, 14, 21, 28
Mar 7, 11, 14, 21, 28
April 11, 15, 18, 25
May 2, 9, 16, 23
Tuesdays 12:00pm -3:00pm
Saturdays 9:30am- 3:30pm
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“Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is not simply  a  set  of  techniques  or  special materials,  but  it  is  ‘the   spiritual formation of the catechist/educator as a servant of God's Word...”
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