
 

❖ A Catholic Community ❖
Diocese of Honolulu 

2747 Pali Highway ~ Honolulu HI 96817 
808.595.3105 

Email Address: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org 
 Website address: ssccpali.net 

MISSION STATEMENT 
“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 

family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

     ST.   STEPHEN   CATHOLIC   CHURCH
 Sunday, December 23, 2018

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 
STAFF 

Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Celine Asato 
Tina Welch, Secretary  

eMAIL: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org 
WEBSITE: ssccpali.net 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 A. M. 
Tuesday ~ Communion Service Only 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

Or by appointment. 
DEVOTION 

Holy Rosary before Mass 

Now] this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to 
divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son 
and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.”

4th Sunday of Advent
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 St. Stephen The First Martyr˝

 Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com 

   

  Please join the Knights of Columbus in preparing for           
  the Advent and Christmas Season. 

Mass Schedules for Monday, December 24, 2018˝
5:30 A.M. ~ Misa De Gallo (Last Day)  

NO 7:15 A.M. Mass 
9:30 A.M. ~ Mass 

5:30 P.M.  ~ Family Mass 
Midnight Mass with Caroling at 11:30 P.M. 

Mass Schedule for Tuesday, December 25, 2018˝
9:30 A.M. ~ CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 

Mass Schedule for Saturday, December 29, 2018
4:00 P.M. ~ Vigil Feast of the Holy Family; Anointing Of 

The Sick at 4:00 P.M. only

Mass Schedules for Sunday, December 30, 2018˝
7:15 A.M. ~  Mass 
9:30 A.M. ~  Mass 

SUNDAY, 12.23.2018    
5:30 A.M. Mass    ♰ For All The Souls In Purgatory   

9:30 A.M. Mass    ♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 
♰ Fredrick & Stephanie Foo ♰ RonKano 
♰ Zacarias Baron    ♰ Nicki Baron  

Healing Prayers for Frank Pacarro 
Birthday Blessings for Anita Moniz 

          

MONDAY, 12.24.2018 
5:30 A.M. Mass  For The Sick & Homebound Parishioners 
Midnight Mass  For All Parishioners of St. Stephen   
        

TUESDAY, 12.25.2018            ♰ For The Deceased of the Parish 
9:30 A.M.     Merry Christmas! 

WEDNESDAY, 12.26.2018 
8:00 A.M. Mass        Healing Prayers for Ron Asato 
     

THURSDAY, 12.27.2018   
8:00 A.M. Mass    Healing Prayers for Mary Souza     
FRIDAY, 12.28.2018 
8:00 A.M. Mass    Healing Prayers for Steve Aki 

SATURDAY, 12.29.2018 
8:00 A.M. Mass   Healing Prayers for Nancy Contrades 
       

4:00 P.M. Mass  
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia  ♰ Betty & Albert Chong    
♰ Senator Daniel Akaka  ♰ Kenneth Asato  
       ♰ Steve Fuji 

For The Sick & The Homebound˝
Margaret Robello, Carrie Talwar, Nancy Asato, Richard Wong, Benito 
Bautista, Ron Asato, Steve Aki, Mary Souza 

For The Deceased Of The Parish˝
  

 Mass 
I N T E N T I O N S

Eileen Green, Don Yee, Ron Kano, Gladys Wong, Kenneth Asato,  
Tomiko Asato,  Doreen  &  Francis Chia,  Betty  & Albert Chong,  
Dr. Joseph Chang, Frederick Lum, Steve Fujii 

           

SUNDAY, December 30, 2018 
 Fellowship By: 

C.C.D.

Car Magnets For Seminarian˝
   Join  the  Knights  in  providing  support  for  Mr. 
John   Akau, who  is  attending  St. Patrick’s  Seminary  in        
   California, by purchasing a “Keep Christ In 
Christmas”  car  magnet  for a $5 donation. Please see WGK 
Randy Tom. 

March For Life˝
 Please join our council in the March For Life at the Hawaii 
State Capitol on Tuesday, January 22, 2019, from 3 to 8 PM. 50 
participants are needed to represent St. Stephen during the 
march. Poster-signs will be provided to march with along the 
route. 

Religious Education Congress˝
 Please join the Knights in raising funds to send our youth to 
the Los Angeles Religious Education Congress (LA Congress) in 
March 2020. We are fundraising with M&M Candy Mini Tubes 
and are requesting that the tubes be filled with quarters and 
returned to the Knights. For more information please see WGK 
Randy Tom. 

January 1, 2019
   The   Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception,     the solemn dogma defined by Blessed Pope Pius IX in 
1854. As Our Lady Immaculately Conceived is the patroness of the 
United States of America, this is a holy day of obligation in the United 
States.                                                                           catholicculture.org 
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 Living Catholic In The 808˝
“God Will Come”˝

Very Rev. Msgr. Gary L. Secor, V.G. 
Rector, Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace 

 On this last Sunday of Advent, God's word invites us to take 
some time to reflect on the "reason for the Season". It is so easy to get 
caught up in all the hectic preparations and forget to prepare 
spiritually. It's not too late to look for the most important gift of all; 
God's peace and joy!  
 God's peace and joy is found when we trust that God can bless 
our lives, no matter how humble or disadvantaged our circumstances. 
The Prophet Micah speaks of how God would bless Bethlehem which 
was the last place that anyone expected the Messiah to come from. 
God will do the same kind of thing in our lives if we trust in Him. 
When we least expect it, God will come. 
 God's peace and joy is found when we do God's will. It's so easy 
to want things our way which is not always God's way. Hebrews 
reminds us that what we want to give to God may not be what God 
wants. It is important that we ask God to reveal to us what he wants 
for us and our lives. And, once we get an answer, we need to pray that 
we will agree to do what God tells us. 
 God's peace and joy is found by when we believe as Mary did. 
Luke's gospel reminds us that Mary's blessedness happened because 
she believed that what was spoken to her by the Lord would be 
fulfilled. This belief was so powerful that Christ really came to live 
within her! We can have the peace and joy of Christ living within us if 
we believe that what God has promised to us will be fulfilled.  
 As we celebrate these last days of Advent, let us search for the gift 
of God's peace and joy. Only when we find it, can we share it with 
others.  

   
 ˝

 LIFE PRINCIPLES ˝
These Life Principles  ( from marchforlife.org ) express the 
fundamental ideals and purpose of March for Life, the largest pro-
life rally in the world.

• We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all human beings are 
created equal and are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, among which is the right to life, and 
Therefore 

• The right to life of each human being shall be preserved and 
protected by every human being in the society and by the 
society as a whole, and 

• The life of each human being shall be preserved and protected 
from that human being’s biological beginning when the 
Father’s sperm fertilizes the Mother’s ovum, and 

• The life of each human being shall be preserved and protected 
from the biological beginning throughout the natural 
continuum of that human being’s life by all available 
ordinary means and reasonable efforts, and 

• The life of each human being shall be preserved and protected at 
each stage of the life continuum to the same extent as at 
each and every other stage regardless of state of health or 
condition of dependency, and 

• The life of each human being shall be preserved and protected to 
the same extent as the life of each and every other human 
being regardless of state of health or condition of 
dependency, and 

• When there is any doubt that there exists a human being’s life to 
preserve and protect, such doubt shall be resolved In favor 
of the existence of a human being, and 

• When two or more human beings are in a situation in which their 
lives are mutually endangered, all available ordinary means 
and reasonable efforts shall be used to preserve and protect 
the life of each and every human being so endangered: 

• WHEREFORE, Pursuant To These Principles, we recommend and 
urge the adoption of a Mandatory HUMAN LIFE 
AMENDMENT to the Constitution of the United States of 
America 

TAKE ACTION! 
MAKE A PERSONAL COMMITMENT! 

JOIN HAWAII’S ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2019 

Speakers Begin at 3 p.m. 
March Begins at 5:30 p.m. 

Church Offering Envelopes˝
 By now most of you have received offering envelopes in the 
mail instead of picking up a boxed set as we have done for the 
past few years.  
 If you haven’t received them yet by mail, please sign up so 
we may add you to our mailing list and have envelopes sent to 
you as soon as possible. A signup sheet is available next to the 
church office or in the main church.  
 Mahalo! 

  Christmas   Vigil   Mass   (Family  Mass),  December  24,  2018,  
  at   5:30   P.M.   Fellowship   to   follow   in   the   church  hall. 
WEDNESDAY,  January 23, 2019 ~ Memorial of Saint Marianne Cope 
SUNDAY, January 27, 2019 ~ Class 
   

Thank You! 
Hello Parents, Teachers and Fellow Parishioners, 
  Just wanted to say thank you all for your support for Project 
Hawaii this year. I was able to load up three large boxes filled with 
your generous donations of toiletries and Keiki shoes and deliver 
them to the project coordinator of the program this past Sunday. She 
was very touched and grateful by the generosity of St. Stephen’s Parish 
and wanted to say “thank you very much!”  
 I was especially impressed with the students from Aunty Reba/
Lia’s class who collectively contributed money to purchase six Paris of 
shoes!! I am proud to be part of a parish that embodies the spirit of 
giving so abundantly. 

 ~ Shin Kim, CCD Teacher 



Daily Readings˝
   ♦ ♦ ♦

   Monday, December 24 
 2nd Samuel 7:1-5, 8-11, 16 

   ♦ ♦ ♦

   Tuesday, December 25 
   Isaiah 52:7-10 

   ♦ ♦ ♦

    Wednesday, December 26 
  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 

   St. Stephen, The First Martyr 
   ♦ ♦ ♦

    Thursday, December 27 
    1st John 1:1-4 

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 
♦ ♦ ♦

Friday, December 28 
1st John 1:5—2:2 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
♦ ♦ ♦

   Saturday, December 29 
     1st John 2:3-11 

St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr 
♦ ♦ ♦

Feast of˝
The Holy Family˝

       

Sunday, December 30 
First Reading 

   1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 (17C) 
   [Page 52, Breaking Bread] 

Responsorial Psalm 
[Blessed are they,] blessed are they, 
who dwell in your house, O Lord. 

[Page 53, Breaking Bread] 

Second Reading 
1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 

[Page 54, Breaking Bread] 

Gospel 
Luke 2:41-52 

[Page 54-55, Breaking Bread] 

       Parish Scripture Group 
    The 9:30 A.M. Wednesday 
Parish Scripture Group meets again in the SPAM 
Conference Room.. 

   Parish Advisory Council 
   The  Council  meets  on  the Third 

Thursday of the month, at 6:00 P.M. in the SPAM 
Conference Room. 

The Magi (Continued) 
not have occurred until up to a year and a half 
later, based on King Herod’s command in 
Matthew 2:16: 
 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been 
tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in 
Bethlehem and in all that region who were two 
years old or under, according to the time which 
he had ascertained from the wise men. 
 The fact that Herod had all the male children 
up to two years old killed suggests that some time 
had passed before he ascertained the age of the 
Christ child from the Magi. In any case, Matthew 
does not tell us exactly how much time had 
elapsed between the birth of Jesus and their 
arrival.   
   

The Magi and Mythicism 
 A c c o r d i n g t o t h e w e b s i t e 
religoustolerance.org, “The Egyptian God Horus 
was born of the virgin Isis; as an infant, he was 
visited by three kings.” Of Hercules, Osiris, 
Bacchus, Mithras, Hermes, Prometheus, Perseus, 
and Horus, the site claims all of them had been 
“visited by ‘wise men’ during infancy.” In classic 
popular mythicist fashion, there are of course no 
primary source citations to back up these claims. 
 As I have already pointed out, Matthew’s 
Gospel is silent on the number and political status 
of the Magi. These are later developments in 
Christian tradition and not a matter of Gospel 
record. Because we know these traditions arose 
from biblical inferences, we can say with 
confidence that they have nothing to do with 
pagan mythology. 
 Furthermore, of the pagan deities mentioned 
above, none of them were visited by three wise 
men or kings. The burden of proof is with the 
mythicists, and they will be hard-pressed to 
deliver anything credible. 

To be continued: 
Next Week: “A Star In The East” 

~ Jon Sorensen.  
catholic.com 

Time, Talent, Treasure, Stewardship 
St. Stephen Catholic Church˝

Profit & Loss Statement: 
(December 15 & 16, 2018) 

Ordinary Income/Expense 
  Income 
 Debt Reduction    $917.00 
 Reimbursement Return  $1.00 
 Website Fund     $35.00 
 Immaculate Conception  $150.00 
 Building Fund    $210.00 
 Christmas Offering   $120.00 
 Elevator Fund    $560.00 
 Mass Intentions    $40.00 
 Religious Retirement Fund  $125.00 
 Special Services Income  $80.00 
 Sunday Offerings    $2,342.00 
 Votive Candles Fund   $83.00 
  Total Income    $4,663.00 
Gross Profit      $4,663.00 
Net Ordinary Income    $4,663.00 
Net Income      $4,663.00 
     

    Last Week:        $4,050.38

Mahalo
We are grateful to all who generously contribute 

their time, talent and treasure to our Parish 
Community. 

  

R.C.I.A. 
     

Sunday, December 23, 2018 
No Class ~ Holiday Break 

Sunday, December 30, 2018 
No Class ~ Holiday Break 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 
Symbolon 8 ~ Why Do I Need the Church?: 

The Mystery of the Catholic Church 

New participants are always welcome! 

The Magi: Misconceptions & Mythicism˝
What do we know about the Magi? 
 The traditional belief that there were three 
wise men is a development based on the gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh recorded in 
Matthew 2:11. The identification of the wise men 
as kings may have developed from a reading of 
Psalm 72 that says, “May all kings fall down before 
him, all nations serve him” (Psalm 72:11). 
  Most Nativity scenes include the Magi, but we 
know from Scripture that they did not arrive until 
later. Some Bible scholars suggest that this may 
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