
 

❖ A Catholic Community ❖
Diocese of Honolulu 

2747 Pali Highway ~ Honolulu HI 96817 
808.595.3105 

Email Address: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org 
 Website address: ssccpali.net 

MISSION STATEMENT 
“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 

family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

     ST.   STEPHEN   CATHOLIC   CHURCH 
“A Catholic Community”

 2nd Sunday In Ordinary Time  ~  Sunday, January 20, 2019

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 
STAFF 

Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Celine Asato 
Tina Welch, Secretary  

eMAIL: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org 
WEBSITE: ssccpali.net 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 A. M. 
Tuesday ~ Communion Service Only 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

Or, by appointment. 
DEVOTION 

Holy Rosary before Mass 

There was a marriage feast at Cana and 
Mary and Jesus and His disciples were 
invited. During the feast the wine ran 

short. Mary seeing this knew how 
embarrassing it would be for the bride 

and groom. She then said to Jesus, 
“They have no wine.” Jesus then said to 
her, “Woman, what is that to Me and to 
you? My hour is not yet come.” Mary 
then turned to the waiters and said, 
“Whatever He tells you to do, do it.”
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SUNDAY, 01.20.2019   Healing Prayers for Sr. Marykutty 
7:15 A.M. Mass    ♰ Bridgett Dela Cruz 
    

9:30 A.M. Mass    ♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 
♰ Fredrick & Stephanie Foo Healing Prayers for Catelyn Jochim 
Healing Prayers for Steven Aki Healing Prayers for Sr. Marykutty 

Healing Prayers for Stan Contrades 
Healing Prayers for Lorraine Albarado 

           
MONDAY, 01.21.2019 ~    8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings for Sr. Pushpa Kottuppallil 
Birthday Blessings for Jade Nakamura & George Mathew 

Wedding Anniversary Prayers for Mathew & Teresa Kottuppallil 
     
TUESDAY, 01.22.2019            
8:00 A.M. Mass  Healing Prayers for the Sick and Homebound  
     of the Parish 
     
WEDNESDAY, 01.23.2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass    ♰ For All The Souls In Purgatory 

THURSDAY, 01.24.2019   
8:00 A.M. Mass          Healing Prayers for Steve Aki 

FRIDAY, 01.25.2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass    ♰ For All The Souls In Purgatory   

SATURDAY, 01.26.2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass   ♰ Healing Prayers for Nancy Contrades 
       

4:00 P.M. Mass      
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia  ♰ Betty & Albert Chong    
♰ Senator Daniel Akaka  Healing Prayers for Mary Souza 
♰ Kenneth Asato    ♰ Steve Fuji 

For The Sick & The Homebound˝
Margaret Robello, Carrie Talwar, Nancy Asato, Richard Wong, Benito 
Bautista, Ron Asato, Steve Aki, Mary Souza 

For The Deceased Of The Parish˝
  

Lectors Schedules˝
Please note: The Lector’s schedules have been posted to the Church 
Website — www.ssccpali.net 

“The field of battle between God and Satan is the human soul.  
It is in the soul that the battle rages every moment of life.” 

~ St. Padre Pio 

Mass 
I N T E N T I O N S

Eileen Green, Don Yee, Ron Kano, Gladys Wong, Kenneth Asato,  
Tomiko Asato,  Doreen  &  Francis Chia,  Betty  & Albert Chong,  
Dr. Joseph Chang, Frederick Lum, Steve Fujii 

SUNDAY, January 27, 2019 
 Fellowship By: 

KITCHEN CREW

Car Magnets For Seminarian˝
    

March For Life˝
 Please join our council in the March For Life at the Hawaii State 
Capitol on Tuesday, January 22, 2019, from 3 to 8 PM. 50 participants 
are needed to represent St. Stephen during the march. Poster-signs will 
be provided to march with along the route. 

Religious Education Congress˝
 Please join the Knights in raising funds to send our youth to the 
Los Angeles Religious Education Congress (LA Congress) in March 
2020. We are fundraising with M&M Candy Mini Tubes and are 
requesting that the tubes be filled with quarters and returned to the 

Join the Knights in providing support for Mr. John Akau, 
who is attending St. Patrick’s Seminary in California, by 
purchasing a “Keep Christ In Christmas” car magnet for a 
$5 donation. Please see WGK Randy Tom for more info. 

St. Stephen The First Martyr˝
Knights of Columbus Council 16267

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com 

2nd Collection˝
Please mark your calendar: 

The Black and Indian second collection will be taken up on January 26 
& 27, 2019. Your generosity will be most appreciated.

Now accepting applications Preschool through 12th Grade. 
www.sacredhearts.org  ~  808.734.5058, EXT. 224

Sacred Hears Academy

Knights. For more information please see WGK Randy Tom.
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 Do You Know What The ˝
Feast Of The Epiphany Really Means?˝

catholic.org 

THE REVELATION OF GOD 
 Fr. Hezekias Carnazzo explained to CNA the significance of the 
feast of the Theophany - and of Christ's Baptism more broadly - within 
the Eastern Catholic churches. 
 "In our Christian understanding in the East, we are looking at 
creation through the eyes of God, not so much through the eyes of 
Man," Fr. Carnazzo said. 
 In the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, he continued, there is 
special divine significance. 
 With this feast day, the pastor explained, "God has come to 
reclaim us for himself." Because of original sin, he continued, 
humanity has inherited "a human nature which has been dislocated 
from its source of life.” 
 Sin also effected parts of creation such as water have also been 
separated from their purpose and connection to God's plan for life, Fr. 
Carrazzo said, because its original purpose is not just to sustain our 
bodies, but our souls as well.   
 "With the fall, however, it has been dislocated from its source of 
life, it is under the dominion of death- it doesn't have eternal life 
anymore. So God comes to take it to himself.” 
 "What Jesus did was to take our human nature and do with it 
what we could not do - which is, to walk it out of death, and that's 
exactly what He did with His baptism." As it is so linked to the 
destruction of death and reclaiming of life, the Feast of Theophany is 
also very closely linked to the Crucifixion - an attribute that is 
reflected in Eastern iconography of both events as well. 
 The feast of the Theophany celebrates not only Christ's 
conquering of sin through baptism, but also God's revelation of Christ 
as his Son and the beginning of Christ's ministry. "The baptism of the 
Lord, just like the Nativity, is not just a historical event: it's a 
revelation," Fr. Carrazzo said. 
 To mark the day, Eastern Catholics begin celebrations with Divine 
Liturgy at the Church, which includes a blessing of the waters in the 
baptistry. After the water is blessed, the faithful drink the water, and 
bring bottles of water to bring back to their homes for use and not 
only physical but spiritual healing, he explained. Many parishes hold 
feasts after Liturgy is over. In many Middle Eastern cultures, people 
also fry and eat awamat - dough that is fried until it floats, and then is 
covered in honey. 
 During the Theophany season, priests also try to visit each home 
in the parish to bless the house with Holy Water that was blessed at 
Theophany. Fr. Carrazzo invited all Roman Catholics to come and 
become familiar, "to be part of a family" and join in celebrating 
Eastern Catholic traditions. 

 This article was originally published on CNA Jan. 6, 2017. 

Why Was Jesus Baptized and What Does that 
Baptism REALLY Mean? (Continued)˝

 We can live the deeper meaning of the Christian vocation. 
Deacon Keith Fournier, catholic.org 

 …Jesus was a Redeemer in the Womb, beginning His Incarnation 
as an Embryonic Person, to use the phrase from the instruction from 

Why Was Jesus Baptized and What Does that 
Baptism REALLY Mean?˝

the Holy See entitled "On the Dignity of every Human Person". From 
within the Living tabernacle of the Womb of the All Holy Virgin, He 
began His redemptive mission. 
 This child of Mary's was born and heaven touched earth. We 
commemorated that Holy Nativity just days ago. Some of our brethren 
in the Eastern Church commemorated it last week. At the breast of his 
mother, He elevated the already holy wonder and dignity of the 
vocation of motherhood. In His sacred humanity he was nurtured, a 
sign of the beauty of the human experience of love, growth and 
maturation. 
 He was raised by a human mother and father; and parenting and 
family life forever took on a deeper meaning in the domestic church of 
the family. At the bench of Joseph the carpenter; he learned the 
carpenter's trade and sanctified all human work as a participation in 
the continuing work of both creation and redemption. 
 The word Epiphany means a manifestation, a making present, a 
revealing. There is no doubt that even during those so called "hidden" 
years the plan, purpose and redemptive implications of the entire 
saving life, death, and resurrection of Jesus were being manifested and 
revealed. They reveal how the ordinary becomes extraordinary when 
lived in communion with the Father. 
 The Baptism of the Lord is also called the Theophany, in Eastern 
Christian churches, Catholic and Orthodox. It is the manifestation of 
the fullness of God. Our Gospel at the Liturgy recounts the wondrous 
revealing of the Holy Trinity. As the Incarnate Word of the Father was 
immersed in the Waters, the voice of the Father is heard and the Holy 
Spirit descends. (Luke 3) The Trinity is revealed. 
 The Theophany has inspired extraordinary reflection in the 
Christian Tradition. Here is another excerpt from an early homily 
preached on the celebration of this day, explaining its spiritual 
meaning: 
 "Therefore the Lord Jesus came to baptism, and willed to have 
his body washed with water. Perhaps someone will say: "He who is 
holy, why did he wish to be baptized?" Pay attention therefore! Christ 
is baptized, not that he may be sanctified in the waters, but that he 
himself may sanctify the waters, and by his own purification may 
purify those streams which he touches”. 
 For the consecration of Christ is the greater consecration of 
another element. For when the Savior is washed, then already for our 
baptism all water is cleansed and the fount purified, that the grace 
of the laver may be administered to the peoples that come after. 
Christ therefore takes the lead in baptism, so that Christian peoples 
may follow after him with confidence. (St. Maximus of Turin, 423 AD) 
 During our celebration of the Epiphany, we reflected on the wise 
men from the East who followed the light to the fullness of Divinity 
who humbled Himself to share in our humanity - and was born in a 
manger. This Sunday, the church points to this Manifestation of the 
Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit, in the river of Jordan. This is an 
Epiphany in the waters. This is the event where the full plan of God 
for His Church and the entire creation was manifested or revealed. 
 The Baptism of Jesus manifests the life of the Holy Trinity to the 
whole world and opens the door, through Jesus Christ, into a 
communion, a participation in the life of the Trinity,  through Baptism  

       (Continued below “Parish Advisory Council”) 
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Daily Readings˝
   ♦ ♦ ♦

   Monday, January 21 
 1st John 3: 

St. Agnes, Virgin & Martyr 
   ♦ ♦ ♦

   Tuesday, January 22 
   1st John 4: 

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection 
Of Unborn Children 

   

♦ ♦ ♦

    Wednesday, January 23 
   1st John 4: 

  St. Vincent, Deacon & Martyr 
   

♦ ♦ ♦

    Thursday, January 24 
    1st John 4: 

St. Francis De Sales 
♦ ♦ ♦

Friday, January 25 
1st John 5: 

Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle 
♦ ♦ ♦

   Saturday, January 26 
     1st John 5: 

Sts. Timothy & Titus, Bishops 
♦ ♦ ♦

Sunday, January 27 

3rd Sunday In˝
Ordinary Time˝

First Reading 
Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 (69C) 

   [Page 64, Breaking Bread] 

Responsorial Psalm 
Your words, Lord, are Spirit & Life. 

[Page 64, Breaking Bread] 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 12:12-30 or 

12:12-14, 27 
[Page 65, Breaking Bread] 

Gospel 
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

[Page 65-66, Breaking Bread] 

Saint Of The Day 

St. Angela Merici 

       Parish Scripture Group 
    The 9:30 A.M. Wednesday 
Parish Scripture Group meets again in the SPAM 
Conference Room.. 

   Parish Advisory Council 
   The  Council  meets  on  the Third 

Thursday of the month, at 6:00 P.M. in the SPAM 
Conference Room. 

Why Was Jesus Baptized and What Does 
that Baptism REALLY Mean?˝

into His Body, the Church. The waters of the Jordan 
are sanctified by the Son and all water is sanctified. 
Just as the Spirit hovered over the waters of the 
original creation, the Spirit hovers over the waters 
where the Son is immersed by John. 
 This deeper significance is the reason for the 
Baptism of Jesus and its baptismal connection for us 
is why, in the Orthodox and Eastern Catholic 
Churches, the clergy often lead the faithful to rivers 
and entire rivers are blessed on this day! One of the 
first elements of creation - water - created by the 
Father through the Word - is now re-created through 
the Incarnate Word, and becomes the matter of the 
Sacrament of New Life for all men and women. 
  

Saint of the Day˝
St. Fabian ~ Martyr 

 A layperson, and not a very important one, he 
may have come for the same reason many still come 
to Rome today during a papal election: concern for 
the future of the faith, curiosity about the new pope, 
a desire to grieve for the pope who had passed. 
Seeing all the important people gathered to make 
this momentous decision must have been 
overwhelming. Which one would be the new pope? 
Someone known for power? Someone known for 
eloquence? Someone known for courage? 
 Suddenly during the discussion, a dove 
descended from the ceiling. But it didn't settle on 
"someone known" for anything at all. The dove, 
according to Eusebius, "settled on [Fabian's] head 
as clear imitation of the descent of the Holy Spirit 
in the form of a dove upon the Savior." There must 
have been something of the Holy Spirit working 
because everyone suddenly proclaimed Fabian as 

"worthy" to be pope and this stranger was elected. 
 To us the dove signifies peace, and this dove was 
prophetic. Starting close to Fabian's election, the 
suffering and persecuted Church began a time of 
peace. The emperor, Philip, was friendly to 
Christians and not only was the persecution stopped 
but Christians experienced acceptance. 
 In this era of peace, Fabian was able to build up 
the structure of the Church of Rome, appointing 
seven deacons and helping to collect the acts of the 
martyrs.

Time, Talent, Treasure, Stewardship 
St. Stephen Catholic Church˝

Profit & Loss Statement: 
(JANUARY 12 & 13, 2019) 

Ordinary Income/Expense 
  Income 
 Debt Reduction    $318.00 
 CCD Fund     $169.00 
 Building Fund    $15.00 
 Elevator Fund    $760.00 
 Hall Use Donation    $90.00 
 Mass Intentions    $15.00 
 Special Services Income  $20.00 
 St. Marykutty Fund   $40.00 
 Sunday Offerings    $1,840.00 
 Votive Candles Fund   $67.00 
    Total Income  $3,334.00 
  Gross Profit    $3,334.00 
 Net Ordinary Income   $3,334.00 
    Net Income  $3,334.00 
     

    Last Week:        $3,474.00

Mahalo
We are grateful to all who generously contribute 

their time, talent and treasure to our Parish 
Community. 

  

    

WEDNESDAY,  January 23, 2019 ~ Memorial of  
   Saint Marianne Cope 
SUNDAY, January 27, 2019 ~ Class 

R.C.I.A. 
(Right Of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

Sunday, January 20, 2019 

The Eucharist 
Source & Summit of Christian Life (Symbolon) 

New participants are always welcome! 

“In that little host is the solution to all the 
problems of the world.” 

~ St. John Paul II

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9875
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10148
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4004
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5854
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4781
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4004
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5854
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4004
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4004
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9187
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3690
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3126
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=51
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9875
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10148
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4004
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5854
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4781
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4004
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5854
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4004
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4004
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9187
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3690
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3126
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=51

