
 

❖ A Catholic Community ❖
Diocese of Honolulu 

2747 Pali Highway ~ Honolulu HI 96817 
808.595.3105 

Email Address: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org 
 Website address: ssccpali.net 

MISSION STATEMENT 
“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 

family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

     ST.   STEPHEN   CATHOLIC   CHURCH
 Sunday, March 31, 2019  ❖  Fourth Sunday Of Lent

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 
STAFF 

Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Celine Asato 
Tina Welch, Secretary  

eMAIL: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org 
WEBSITE: ssccpali.net 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 A. M. 
Tuesday ~ Communion Service Only 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

Or, by appointment. 
DEVOTION 

Holy Rosary before Mass 

The Prodigal Son: The Parable of Parables ˝
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 ~ catholic exchange.com ~ Fr. George W. Rutler

Chartres is the cathedral of cathedrals, and here is the parable of parables. Nothing is wanting in other parables. All are from the lips 
of the Lord. As one’s taste in a certain mood might prefer Cologne or Siena, some might 
prefer to make a point with the parable of the lost sheep or the lost coin. Those last 
two parables, followed by the prodigal son, form a triad of responses to the Pharisaic 
charge: “This man receives sinners and eats 
with them.” 
 And yet a testimony of sense declares 
the prodigal son to be “Evangelium in 
Evangelio” — “the Gospel within the 
Gospel.” Its deceptive simplicity will greatly 
frustrate anyone who thinks he could 
invent something like it. Try to replicate its 
spiritual architecture, and you will probably 
end up with something more like Los 
Angeles than Chartres. More powerfully and completely than whole libraries of sacred 
theology, the prodigal son speaks to our mortal mind and heart about why God 
created mankind and chose to give Himself to us. 
 By Mosaic Law, the elder son received a double portion of the patrimony, and so the 
younger son in this parable was content with one-third of the estate, provided he could have it immediately. There is nothing coy about our 
Lord’s tone: the father is God, and the sons are shades and shavings of the human soul. 
 The impetuous son uses his free will. This is not quite what Chesterton had in mind when he wrote, “If a thing is worth doing, it is 
worth doing badly.” If the free will is worth exercising, the poverty and degradation that ensue certainly show that the younger son has 
“done” his freedom badly. 
 We are prodigies by grace and prodigals by abuse of grace. In the parable, the final degradation, really a mockery, is to feed pigs. The 
Levitical code does not see pigs as Animal Farm—clever or “Three Little Pigs”—cute. Under Jewish law, pigs are as repulsive as a contagion, 

(Continued on back page.) 

 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you 
are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. It was fitting to make 
merry and be glad, for this your 
brother was dead, and is alive; he was 
lost, and is found.’ “
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 St. Stephen The First Martyr˝

Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com 

SUNDAY, 03.31.2019    
7:15 A.M. Mass   Birthday Blessings for Lake Furukawa 
9:30 A.M. Mass    ♰ Gussie Jordan 
♰ Oran Watson   Birthday Blessings for Natan Joachim  

MONDAY, 04.01.2019  ♰ Kenneth Asato 
8:00 A.M. Mass   Birthday Blessings for Ben Ladrillono 
     

TUESDAY, 04.02.2019            
8:00 A.M.   No Mass ~ Communion Service Only 

WEDNESDAY, 04.03.2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass   ♰ Vincent Motas 

THURSDAY, 04.04.2019   
8:00 A.M. Mass   Prayers for the Homebound of the Parish 
    

FRIDAY, 04.05.2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass   Prayers for Steve Aki 
        

SATURDAY, 04.06.2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass    ♰ Priscilla & Dr. Joseph Chang 
       

4:00 P.M. Mass    ♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Betty & Albert Chong  ♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 
♰ Daniel Akaka    ♰ Stephen Fujii 

For The Sick & The Homebound˝
Margaret Robello, Carrie Talwar, Nancy Asato, Richard Wong, Benito 
Bautista, Ron Asato, Steve Aki, Mary Souza 

For The Deceased Of The Parish˝
  

April 5, 2019, 7:00 P.M. ~ Stations of the Cross: 
EMOHC, RCIA, Homebound 

April 8, 2019, 7:00 P.M. ~ Penance/Reconciliation 
April 12, 2019, 7:00 P.M. ~ Stations of the Cross: 

Scripture Group, Church Cleaners, Hospitality 

April 13, 2019, 4:00 P.M. ~ Vigil of Palm Sunday 
Blessing of the Palms at the Church Entry 

April 14, 2019 ~ Palm Sunday, Passion of the Lord 
7:15 A.M. ~ Blessing of the Palms at the Church Entry 
9:30 A.M. ~ Blessing of the Palms at the Courtyard 

and the right way of living a spiritual and religious life. 

Mass 
I N T E N T I O N S

Eileen Green, Don Yee, Ron Kano, Gladys Wong, Kenneth Asato,  
Tomiko Asato,  Doreen  &  Francis Chia,  Betty  & Albert Chong,  
Priscilla & Dr. Joseph Chang, Frederick Lum, Steve Fujii 

SUNDAY, April 7, 2019 
Fellowship By: 
PARISHIONERS

New Knights of Columbus Member˝
 Please welcome our newest council member - Laakea Gum.  
 Laakea participated in an exemplification ceremony on 
March 10, 2019. 
 Laakea is attending Chaminade University as a first-year 
student. Please pray that his educational journey is a success. 

Prayers Requested˝
 Please pray for a former member of the Knights, Jim Bryan, 
who will be having heart surgery in April or May. He was 
instrumental in the council being chartered in 2015. He also 
organized the painting of the SPAM building with help from our 
members and the Lions & Leo Clubs. 

Gentle Reminder˝
The St. Stephen The First Martyr Knights of 
Columbus meets on Thursday, April 4, 2019, 
at 7:00 PM in the Knights’ Conference Room.

Did you Know?˝
 Among the many other divinely gifts, Padre Pio also had the gift of 
mysticism. In 1947, he took the confession of a young Polish priest 
named Karol Josef Wojtyla and told him that one day he would ascend 
to “the highest post in the Church though further confirmation is 
needed.” That priest later became known to the world as Pope John 
Paul II. 
 Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, fondly known by all as 'Padre Pio' is 
perhaps the most famous saint known for bearing the stigmata, the 
Holy Wounds of Christ, for 50 years of his life! He is remembered by 
many (mostly Catholic) believers for many reasons―his infallible 
devotion, his constant praying of the rosary, the miracles he performed, 
and most importantly, the prediction he made in reference to Pope 
John Paul II (although some sources deny it). Interestingly, it was none 
other than this very pope who canonized him in 2002, more than 43 
years after his death. 
 Padre Pio always emphasized on leading a holy life. He also said 
that his real mission will start post his death. And yes, many Catholic 
believers offer their prayers to him night and day, and seek his healing 
touch. His precious words are among the many things that Padre Pio 
has left us, words that are invaluable to those who seek his blessings 
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 Parable of the Prodigal Son (Continued)˝
and the prodigal son has to feed them, which is even more demeaning 
than eating them. He finally converts to moral reason when he is 
tempted by hunger to eat what the pigs eat. 
 We cannot easily sense the impact this image had on the Pharisees 
and scribes, but before they could do more than raise their eyebrows 
and suck in their breath, Christ summons all the instruments of His 
rhetorical symphony. A moral sun shines, and the son prophesies the 
Catholic act of contrition: he is heartily sorry for his sins (he will 
confess what he has done against heaven and his father), he does 
penance (by making the journey home from the far country of 
shattered illusions), and he will amend his life (volunteering as one of 
his father’s hired servants). When Jesus describes the father running 
out to meet the son with compassion and joy, you can already see 
the wounds in His hands and the light of the Resurrection dawning 
behind Him: “your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost 
and is found.” 
 In my confessional I have an engraving of Tiepolo’s painting of 
this scene. The actual scene is lived out every hour of every day in the 
confessionals of Catholicism. The son receives a robe and a ring and a 
feast as tokens of status fully restored. The sacrament of Reconciliation 
does not just patch us up; it restores the luster of baptismal dignity. 
 The tragic phrase in the parable is not about the prodigal’s 
debauchery; it is from the elder who cannot bring himself to call his 
brother his brother. The music and dancing of the world redeemed is 
to him a profane minstrel show. He speaks to his father icily of “your 
son.” The father’s reply thaws that by gently calling him teknon 
(“child”). The Risen Christ will intensify that by calling the bewildered 
apostles padeia (“little children”). 
 Child — he tells him — this my son is your brother: “your brother 
was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.” St. Paul, the 
Apostle to the Gentiles, learned this mercy and said of a sinner, “[Y]ou 
ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one 
should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.” 
 Overmuch sorrow. It is a lovely expression we owe to the 
translators commissioned by King James. And it is also a cruel and 
haunting thing in fact. The modern age, which, like the prodigal son, 
wanted everything modo (“now”), is still scrambling out of its fatal 
pigsty. Overmuch sorrow pulls its victims back down. Overmuch 
sorrow makes it hard to go home from the faraway land of outmoded 
illusions. Overmuch sorrow makes the door of the confessional heavy 
to open, for fear that a voice inside will be as hard and cold as the 
shrill modern sirens that led so many to physical and moral death. But 
when the door is opened, there is “joy in the presence of the angels of 
God.” 
 image: Nancy Bauer / Shutterstock.com 
Editor’s note: This article is a chapter from Fr. Rutler’s Hints of Heaven: The 
Parables of Christ & What They Mean for You, which is available from Sophia 
Institute Press. 

Lenten Lessons˝
By Rev. Francis J. Hoffman 

 Why do we repeat “mea culpa, mea culpa, mea 
maxima culpa” (through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault)? 
 We say that three times because important truths need to be 
repeated, or we just don’t get it. Much like a mother who shouts, 
“don’t touch it!!” three times as her little two-year-old boy runs to 
touch the whistling tea pot.                    (Talk Radio for Catholic Life)

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

UNPLANNED 

All Abby Johnson ever wanted to do was help women. As one of the 
youngest Planned Parenthood clinic directors in the nation, she was 
involved in upwards of 22,000 abortions and counseled countless 
women about their reproductive choices.  Her passion surrounding 
women’s right to choose even led her to become a spokesperson for 
Planned Parenthood, fighting to enact legislation for the cause she so 
deeply believed in. 

Until the day she saw something that changed everything, leading Abby 
Johnson to join her former enemies at 40 Days for Life and become 
one of the most ardent pro-life speakers ever. 

Showing at Dole Cannery Regal Theater 
Purchase tickets online: 

https://www.regmovies.com/movies/unplanned/ 

NOTE: From now through April 14, you can take part in the Spring 
2019 40 Days for Life Campaign on the sidewalk fronting Planned 
Parenthood at 839 S. Beretania Street. This peaceful prayer vigil is to 
remind those contemplating abortion that there is an alternative.

The Annunciation of the Lord˝
March 25 ~ (Continued) 

But let us turn away our eyes from this sad 
spectacle, and fix them on Nazareth. Mary has 
heard the explanation of the mystery; the will of 
heaven is made known to there, and how grand 
an honor it is to bring upon her! She, the 
humble maid of Nazareth, is to have the ineffable 
happiness of becoming the Mother of God, and 
yet the treasure of her virginity is to be left to 

her! Mary bows down before this sovereign will, and says to the 
heavenly messenger: ‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord: be it done to 
me according to thy word.’ 
 Thus, as the great St. Irenaeus and so many of the holy fathers 
remark, the obedience of the second Eve repaired the disobedience of 
the first: for no sooner does the Virgin of Nazareth speak her fiat, 'be it 
done,' than the eternal Son of God (who, according to the divine 
decree, awaited this word) is present, by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost, in the chaste womb of Mary, and there He begins His human 
life. A Virgin is a Mother, and Mother of God; and it is this Virgin's 
consenting to the divine will that has made her conceive by the  power        
    (Continued on the inside page, right hand column, next to Financials) 
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Daily Readings˝
   ♦ ♦ ♦

   Monday, April 01 
Isaiah 65:17-21 

   ♦ ♦ ♦

   Tuesday, April 02 
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12 
St. Francis of Paola 

   ♦ ♦ ♦

    Wednesday,  April 03 
  Isaiah 49:8-15 

   
   ♦ ♦ ♦

    Thursday, April 04 
 Exodus 32:7-14 

St. Isidore, Bishop & Doctor 
Of the Church 

♦ ♦ ♦

Friday, April 05 
Wisdom 2:1, 12-22 

St. Vincent Ferrer 
♦ ♦ ♦

   Saturday, April 06 
Jeremiah 11:18-20 

♦ ♦ ♦

    Sunday, April 7 
5th Sunday˝
Of Lent˝
First Reading 

  Isaiah 43:16-21 (36C) 
   [Page 96, Breaking Bread] 

Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord has done great things for 

us; we are filled with joy. 
[Page 97, Breaking Bread] 

Second Reading 
Philippians 3:8-14 

[Page 97, Breaking Bread] 

Gospel 
John 8:1-11 

[Page 98, Breaking Bread] 

Saint Of The Day 
St. John Baptist de la Salle 

The Annunciation of the Lord (Continued) 
of the Holy Ghost. 
This sublime mystery puts between the eternal 
Word and a mere woman the relations of Son and 
Mother; it gives to the almighty God a means 
whereby He may, in a manner worthy of His 
majesty, triumph over satan, who hitherto seemed 
to have prevailed against the divine plan. 
Never was there a more entire or humiliating defeat 
than that which this day befell satan. The frail 
creature, over whom he had so easily triumphed at 
the beginning of the world, now rises and crushes 
his proud head. Eve conquers in Mary. God would 
not choose man for the instrument of His 
vengeance; the humiliation of satan would not have 
been great enough; and therefore she who was the 
first prey of hell, the first victim of the tempter, is 
selected to give battle to the enemy. The result of so 
glorious a triumph is that Mary is to be superior not 
only to the rebel angels, but to the whole human 
race, yea, to all the angels of heaven. Seated on her 
exalted throne, she, the Mother of God, is to be the 
Queen of all creation. Satan, in the depths of the 
abyss, will eternally bewail his having dared to 
direct his first attack against the woman, for God 
has now so gloriously avenged her; and in heaven, 
the very Cherubim and Seraphim reverently look 
up to Mary, and deem themselves honored when 
she smiles upon them, or employs them in the 
execution of any of her wishes, for she is the 
Mother of their God. 
Therefore is it that we, the children of Adam, who 
have been snatched by Mary's obedience from the 
power of hell, solemnize this day of the 
Annunciation. Well, may we say of Mary those 
words of Debbora, when she sang her song of 
victory over the enemies of God's people: ‘The 
valiant men ceased, and rested in Israel, until 
Debbora arose, a mother arose in Israel. The Lord 
chose new wars, and He Himself overthrew the 
gates of the enemies.’ Let us also refer to the holy 
Mother of Jesus these words of Judith, who by her 
victory over the enemy was another type of Mary: 
'Praise ye the Lord our God, who hath not forsaken 
them that hope in Him. And by me, His handmaid, 
He hath fulfilled His mercy, which He promised to 
the house of Israel; and He hath killed the enemy of 
His people by my hand this night. . . . The almighty 
Lord hath struck him, and hath delivered him into 
the hands of a woman, and hath slain him.’ 

America, it is said, is suffering from intolerance - it 
is not. It is suffering from tolerance. Tolerance of 
right and wrong, truth and error, virtue and evil, 
Christ and chaos. Our country is not nearly so 
overrun with the bigoted as it is overrun with the 
broadminded.            ~ Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

Time, Talent, Treasure, Stewardship 
St. Stephen Catholic Church 

Profit & Loss Statement: 
(MARCH 23 & 24, 2019) 

Ordinary Income/Expense 
  Income 
Debt Reduction     $306.07 
Hall Use Insurance Income   $95.00 
Building Fund     $25.00 
Elevator Fund     $180.00 
Hall Use Donation     $500.00 
Mass Intentions     $25.00 
Rice Bowl      $25.00 
Sunday Offerings     $1,705.09 
Votive Candles Fund    $31.00 
 Total Income     $2,892.16 
  Gross Profit      $2,892.16 
 Expense 
     Charitable Contributions  -$50.00 
 Total Expense     -$50.00 
Net Ordinary Income    $2,942.16 
   Net Income   $2,942.16 
     

   Last Week:             $4,702.00

Mahalo
We are grateful to all who generously contribute 

their time, talent and treasure to our Parish 
Community. 

Sunday, March 31, 2019 ~ Class  
Fellowship after 9:30 A.M. Mass 

Hosted by C.C.D. 

    

R.C.I.A. 
(Rite Of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

Sunday, March 31 , 2019 

Catholic Social Teaching 
Protecting the Dignity of the Human 

Person (Symbolon) 
❖ 

New participants are always welcome! 


