
    

 

❖  A Catholic Community ❖❖

Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture and 
sustain our faith through Love, Service and 

Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Celine Asato   ❖   Marisol L. Chang 
Sacristans 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 A. M. 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

Or, by appointment. 

DEVOTION 
Holy Rosary before Mass 

    ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC CHURCH
             DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
   2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
       Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

18th  SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY  TIME    ~    AUGUST 4, 2019
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For The Sick & The Homebound

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
  

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com 

Time, Talent, Treasure, Stewardship 
St. Stephen Catholic Church 

 Offerings: 
July 27 & 28, 2019:   $6,926.02

  

July 20 & 21 Offerings:     $6,455.00

Mahalo! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, talent 

and treasure to our Parish Community.

Obon Festival Kudos 
To everyone that helped with  the  preparation 
of  the  food,  purchased  supplies,  provided 

equipment,  and  anything  else  that  was  done  for  the 
Festival…M A H A L O!  We once again appreciate your 
Time, Talent,  Treasure and Stewardship in helping make 
the fundraiser a successful one. 

 WARNING!!! 
There  has  been  phishing (or scamming)  done 
with the following eMail address: 
parish.office@gmail.com

If you receive,  or  have received,  an eMail  from that 
eMail  address,  delete  it  upon  receiving  it.  The  eMail 
address can also be reported to Google.  Mahalo! 

❖ MASS INTENTIONS ❖ 

Eileen Green, Don Yee, Ron Kano, Gladys Wong, Kenneth Asato, Ron & 
Tomiko Asato,  Doreen  &  Francis Chia,  Betty  & Albert Chong, Dr. 
Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Frederick Lum, Steve Fujii, Rosalie G. Cadiz, 
Ron Asato  

SUNDAY, August 11, 2019 
Fellowship By: 

KNIGHTS 

Sunday, August 4, 2019 
7:15 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Cynthia Pataray 

Sunday, August 4, 2019 
9:30 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers for Toni Farm 
♰ Muriel Oka 
♰ James Tabac 

Monday, August 5, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Leona Auerbach 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Anniversary Blessings For: 
Mary & David Tom 

Wednesday, August 7, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

♰ Sr. Margaret Kanga 
Healing Prayers For: 

Mary Souza 

Thursday, August 8, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Kara Dodge 

Friday, August 9, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Steve Aki 

Saturday, August 10, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰ Prayers for the 

Deceased of the Parish 

Saturday, August 10, 2019 
4:00 P.M. 

♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

♰ Ron Asato 
Healing Prayers For: 

Betty Lowe 

Margaret Robello, Carrie Talwar, Nancy Asato, Richard Wong, Benito 
Bautista, Steve Aki, Mary Souza

mailto:randy.tom0972@gmail.com
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          Living Faith ~ Daily Catholic Devotions 
          Saturday, August 3, 2019 

                      Here Comes the Sun
              May God have pity on us and bless us; may he let his 
face shine upon us. Psalm 67:2

~ Sr. Chris Koelihoffer, I.H.M.
After weeks of unrelenting and sometimes torrential rainfall, we 

greeted the first sunny day of the season with delight and gratitude in 
my neighborhood. Steps were lighter, faces more relaxed. My next 
door neighbor told me she periodically shifted her location in the 
living room that day, following the sunlight wherever it streamed into 
the house, and that it felt to her as if God were smiling at us all after 
long days of gloom. 
 The psalmist tells us that the face of the Holy One is always 
turned in our direction, even when, and perhaps especially when, the 
circumstances of life seem to hide God’s presence from us. 
Compassion, blessing and light are always there. Even when the skies 
obscure the sun, may we remember that God’s grace and love are 
always available to us. 

Living Faith ~ Daily Catholic Devotions 
Sunday, August 4, 2019 

Possessed by Possessions
Take care to guard against all  greed, for though one may be 

rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.        ~ Melanie Rigney
Call it the tale of my two grandmothers. Dad’s mom had a one-

bedroom ranch house, filled to the rafters with 50-year-old 
newspapers, unopened boxes of cereal, can after can of rocks she was 
going to polish and sell someday. There was no place for children to 
play or be hugged or cuddled. 
 Mom’s mom didn’t have much other than her family, her friends 
and her memories. Her sparsely furnished one-bedroom apartment 
had plenty of room to play hide and seek in closets and behind doors, 
or to sit and listen to her stories about growing up in Wisconsin’s 
north woods. You can guess which place I preferred to go. 
 What do you want to present when you face the Lord: a list of 
what you owned, or a list of whom you loved. 

Lord, help me to clear away the stuff that keeps me from you 
and your people.

M E D I T A T I O N    O F    T H E    D A Y 
The Grace to Live Prepared 

 Death fills the good man who has lived in the light 
of the Gospel, and who has walked in the footsteps of 
Jesus Christ and has satisfied divine justice by true 
repentance, with joy and consolation. The righteous 
consider death as the end of their sufferings, their 
sorrows, their temptations, and all their wants. They 

consider it as the beginning of their salvation… 
 When Saint Jerome was told by his friends that he was near death, 
he gathered all his strength and exclaimed: “Oh welcome and 
delightful message! Come soon, O death! How longingly have I 
awaited you! Come and deliver me from all the troubles of this world! 
Come and reunite me with my Redeemer!” 
 What inexpressible joy a person experiences who was banished 
from home or led away into captivity, when told that he or she may 

MEDITATION  OF  THE  DAY (Continued)
return to their own country, to their family and friends! The same 
happiness awaits a soul which loves God and languishes in the ardent 
desire of seeing him in heaven in the midst of the saints, who are our 
real family and friends. 
 Death, my friends, is to the just man what sleep is to the tired 
laborer who is glad of the approach of night, which will bring him rest 
after the hardships of the day. Death delivers the just man from the 
prison of his body, as Saint Paul says: “Unhappy man that I am, who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death?” “Deliver me, my God,” 
said the holy King David, “deliver my soul from the prison of this 
body. Who will give me wings like a dove, and I will fly and be at rest?” 
 “Oh, how consoling it is,” says Saint Augustine, “to die with your 
conscience at rest.” “Tranquility of soul and peace of mind are the 
most precious gifts we can obtain,” says the Holy Spirit. “There is no 
pleasure which is comparable to the joy of an innocent heart.” “The 
righteous one,” says the same teacher, “does not fear death, because 
by it he is reunited to his Master and put in possession of innumerable 
delights. 

 ~ Saint John Vianney 
Saint John Vianney, the Curé of Ars (♰1859), is the patron of priests. 

Intercession: 
For those who work against God’s gift of human life.
may they hear the voice of the Lord in their hearts,
turn away from their sin,
and work to uphold the dignity of all people.
We pray to the Lord. 

Quote: 
“Precisely  in  an  age  when  the  inviolable  rights  of  the 
person  are  solemnly  proclaimed  and  the  value  of  life  is 
publicly affirmed, the very right to life is being denied or 
trampled upon, especially the more significant moments of 
existence: the moment of birth and the moment of death.”

Pope Saint  John Paul  II,  Evangelium  vitae  © 1995, Libreria 
Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights 
reserved. 

~ usccb.org 

Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator



Daily Readings 

   Monday, August 5 
  Numbers 11:4-15 

  ♦ ♦ ♦ 
   Tuesday, August 6 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

   ♦ ♦ ♦

    Wednesday,  August 7 
Numbers 13:1-2, 25–14:11, 

26-29, 34-35 
St. Cajetan; St. Sixtus II & 

Companions, Martyrs 
   ♦ ♦ ♦

    Thursday, August 8 
 Numbers 20:1-13 

St. Dominic, Priest 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

Friday, August 9 
Deuteronomy 4:32-40 

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, 
Virgin & Martyr 

♦ ♦ ♦

  Saturday, August 10 
  2nd Corinthians 9:6-10 

St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr 
♦ ♦ ♦

SUNDAY 
August 11, 2019 

19th Sunday 
In Ordinary Time˝

First Reading 
Wisdom 18:6-9 (117C) 

   [Page 197, Breaking Bread] 

Responsorial Psalm 
Blessed the people the Lord has 
[chosen,] chosen to be his own. 

[Page 198, Breaking Bread] 

Second Reading 
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 

8-12 
[Page 198, Breaking Bread] 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Gospel 
Luke 12:32-48 or 12:35-40                                                                                                                 
[Page 199, Breaking Bread] 

St. of the Day 
St. Clare 

Saint Of The Day ~ 
August 4 

St. John Vianney 
Jean-Baptiste-Marie Vianney, known as John 

in English, was born May 8, 1786 in Dardilly, 
France and was baptized the same day. He was 
the fourth of six children born to Matthieu and 
Marie Vianney. 
 John was raised in a Catholic home and the 
family often helped the poor and housed St. 
Benedict Joseph Labre when he made his 
pilgrimage to Rome. 
 In 1790, when the anticlerical Terror phase 
of the French Revolution forced priests to work in 
secrecy or face execution, young Vianney believed 
the priests were heroes 
 He continued to believe in the bravery of 
priests and received his First Communion 
catechism instructions in private by two nuns 
who lost their convents to the Revolution. 
 At 13-years-old, John made his first 
communion and prepared for his confirmation in 
secrecy. 
 When he was 20-years-old, John was allowed 
to leave the family farm to learn at a "presbytery-
school" in Écully. There he learned math, history, 
geography and Latin. 
 As his education had been disrupted by the 
French Revolution, he struggled in his studies, 
particularly with Latin, but worked hard to learn. 
 In 1802, the Catholic Church was 
reestablished in France and religious freedom 
and peace spread throughout the country. 
 Unfortunately, in 1809, John was drafted 
into Napoleon Bonaparte's armies. He had been 
studying as an ecclesiastical student, which was a 
protected title and would normally have excepted 
him from military services, but Napoleon had 
withdrawn the exemption in some dioceses as he 
required more soldiers. 
 Two days into his service, John fell ill and 
required hospitalization. As his troop continued, 
he stopped in at a church where he prayed. There 
he met a young man who volunteered to return 
him to his group, but instead led him deep into 
the mountains where military deserters met. 
 John lived with them for one year and two 
months. He used the name Jerome  Vincent and 
opened a school for the nearby village of Les 
Noes’ children. 
 John remained in Les Noes and hid when 
gendarmes came in search of deserters until 
1810, when deserters were granted amnesty. 
 Now free, John returned to Écully and 
resumed his ecclesiastic studies. He attended a 
minor seminary, Abbey Balley, in 1812 and was 

St. John 
Vianney (Continued) 
eventually ordained a 
deacon in June 1815. 
 He joined his heroes as a 
priest August 12, 1815 in 
the Couvent des Minimes 
de Grenoble. His first Mass 
was celebrated the next day 
and he was appointed 
assistant to Balley in Écully. 

 Three years later, when Balley passed away, 
Fr. John Vianney was appointed parish priest of 
the Ars parish. With help from Catherine 
Lassagne and Benedicta Lerdet, La Providence, a 
home for girls, was established in Ars. 
 When he began his priestly duties, Fr. 
Vianney realized many were either ignorant or 
indifferent to religion as a result of the French 
Revolution. Many danced and drank on Sundays 
or worked in their fields. 
 Fr. Vianney spent much time in confession 
and often delivered homilies against blasphemy 
and dancing. Finally, if parishioners did not give 
up dancing, he refused them absolution. 
 He spent 11 to twelve hours each day 
working to reconcile people with God. In the 
summer months, he often worked 16-hour days 
and refused to retire. 
 His fame spread until people began to travel 
to him in 1827. Within thirty years, it is said he 
received up to 20,000 pilgrims each year. 
 He was deeply devoted to St. Philomena and 
erected a chapel and shrine in her honor. When 
he later became deathly ill but miraculously 
recovered, he attributed his health to St. 
Philomena's intercession. 
 By 1853, Fr. Vianney had attempted to run 
away from Ars four times, each attempt with the 
intention of becoming a monk but decided after 
the final time that it was not to be. 
 Six years later, he passed away and left 
behind a legacy of faith and was viewed as the 
champion of the poor. 
 On October 3, 1873, Pope Pius IX 
proclaimed Fr. Vianney as "venerable" and on 
January 8, 1905, Pope Pius X beatified him. St. 
John Vianney was canonized on May 31, 1925. 
His feast day was declared August 9 but it was 
changed twice before it fell to August 4. 
 St. John Vianney would often say: "Private 
prayer is like straw scattered here and there: If 
you set it on fire, it makes a lot of little flames. 
But gather these straws into a bundle and light 
them, and you get a mighty fire, rising like a 
column into the sky; public prayer is like that.” 
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