
    

 

 

❖  A Catholic Community ❖❖

Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture and 
sustain our faith through Love, Service and 

Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Celine Asato   ❖   Marisol L. Chang 
Sacristans 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 A. M. 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

Or, by appointment. 

DEVOTION 
Holy Rosary before Mass 

    ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC CHURCH
             DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
   2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
       Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

21st SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY  TIME   ~   AUGUST 25, 2019

Luke 13:22-30 
Jesus passed through towns and villages, teaching as he went and making his way to Jerusalem. Someone 
asked him, “Lord will only a few people be saved?” He answered them, “Strive to enter through the narrow 
gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough. After the master of the house 
has arisen and locked the door, then will you stand outside knocking and saying, ‘Lord, open the door for 
us.’ He will say to you in reply, ‘I do not know where you are from.’ And you will say, ‘We ate and drank in 
your company  and you taught in our streets.’ Then he will say to you, ‘I do not know where you are from. 
Depart from me, all you evildoers!’ And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth when you see Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God and you yourselves cast out. And people will 
come from the east and the west and from the north and the south and will recline at table in the kingdom 
of God. For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last. 

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net


 
 

        

  

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com 

Time, Talent, Treasure, Stewardship 
St. Stephen Catholic Church 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
August 17 & 18, 2019:  $2,760.00

  

August 10 & 11, 2019:     $5,276.17

Mahalo! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, talent 

and treasure to our Parish Community. 

C O M I N G   S O O N 
 Signup for St. Stephen’s bread has begun. Signup 
sheets may be found in the SPAM building, as well as in the 
Church. Pickup of orders will be on September 14 & 15 after 
each Mass. Mahalo for your support! 

❖MASS       INTENTIONS❖ 

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Eileen Green, Don Yee, Ron Kano, Gladys Wong, Kenneth Asato, Ron & 
Tomiko Asato,  Doreen  &  Francis Chia,  Betty  & Albert Chong, Dr. 
Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Frederick Lum, Steve Fujii, Rosalie G. Cadiz, 
Jack Wong. 

SUNDAY, September 1, 2019 
Fellowship By: 
PARISHIONERS 

Sunday, August 25, 2019 
7:15 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Landi Luke 

Sunday, August 25, 2019 
9:30 A.M. Mass 
♰ Jack Wong 
♰ Mabel Lee 

♰ Amelia Andrade 
Birthday Blessings For: 

Blossom Meria 
Healing Blessings For: 

Clayton Lau 

Monday, August 26, 2019 
No Mass, Communion Service 

8:00 A.M. 
♰ Jack Wong 

Tuesday, August 27, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Rose Cundiff 

Beatrice Ganzagan 
100th Birthday Blessing For: 

Florence Puana

Wednesday, August 28, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

♰ George Kottuppallil 
Healing Prayers For Mary Souza 

Thursday, August 29, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Monica Hahn 

Friday, August 30, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

Healing Prayers For Steve Aki 
Saturday, August 31, 2019 

8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

♰  Anthony Baron 
♰  Nicki Baron 

Saturday, August 31, 2019 
4:00 P.M. 
♰  Jack Wong 

♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 
♰  Senator Daniel Akaka 

♰  Ron Asato 
Healing Blessings For: 

Anthony Kong Meng Chong 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Margaret Robello, Carrie Talwar, Nancy Asato, Richard Wong, Benito 
Bautista, Steve Aki, Mary Souza

Friday, August 30, 2019 
6:00 PM Fellowship ~ 7:00 PM Movie

M O V I E    N I G H T

 “The greatest deception, and the 
deepest source of unhappiness, is the 
illusion of finding life by excluding 
God, of finding freedom by excluding 
m o r a l t r u t h s a n d p e r s o n a l 
responsibility.” 

~ St. Pope John Paul II

“Even if the world were to capsize, if 
everything were to become dark, 
hazy, tumultuous, God would still be 
with us.”            ~ St. Padre Pio

mailto:randy.tom0972@gmail.com
mailto:randy.tom0972@gmail.com


            

Living Faith  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, August 24, 2019 

Can anything good come from Nazareth?   John 1:46 
 Growing up in a large, racially segregated city, I held biases based 
mainly on where people lived. There were lines “we” did not cross for 
fear of “them.” Until I grew older and crossed those lines on my own, I 
believed what I had been taught about those neighbors. 
 Jesus was poor, working class and lived in the small town of 
Nazareth. When we try to understand Jesus’ world, we enter a time 
and place most of us cannot understand. Our biases challenge us: 
“Why pay attention to him? What can he possibly do for me?” But 
when we cross the line of faith into a relationship with Jesus, we 
discover something different. We find a divine love untouched by our 
“-isms.” We see Jesus, but we find the Christ, the one who comes to 
heal the wounds of the world. 
 Jesus, may I learn to see others for what they are in your eyes—
your beloved.            ~ Steve Givens 
Steve Givens has been a regular contributor to Living Faith since 1988. You 
can read his blog at givenscreative.com. 

~ www.livingfaith.com 

Living Faith  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, August 25, 2019 

At the time, all discipline seems a cause not for joy but 
for pain…Hebrews 12:11
 When I was a young father, I had a pair of stereo speakers on 
either side of our fireplace in the living room. The cord connecting the 
two was a little short for the span, so it was suspended across the 
fireplace about two feet in the air. One December day, I saw that the 
cord was cut in two. My eldest son, still a preschooler, had somehow 
found a pair of scissors and snipped the speaker wire. 
 I approached him and angrily said, “Why did you do that!!?” With 
tears in his eyes, his lips quavering, he stared up at me and, barely able 
to reply, said, “But Daddy, I didn’t want Santa to trip!” 
 Instantly, my anger dissolved and my heart melted. I picked him 
up and hugged him close. Over the next several years, he was, in fact, 
disciplined as needed—as were his siblings. But my wife and I always 
tried to do so, not with anger, but with the love, as does God. 

~Terence Hegarty 
Terence Hegarty is editor of Living Faith. He and his wife have raised five 
adult children and now are enjoying being grandparents.

Living Faith ~ Daily Catholic Devotions 
The Passion of St. John The Baptist 

Thursday, August 29 ~ Following His Lead 
Herod liked to listen to him.  ~Mark 6:20 
 John the Baptist insists on his subservience to Jesus. It’s not easy, 
because John seems the ideal Messiah: strong, uncompromising, 
visionary, a charismatic in camel skins. Even the liturgy, with feasts like 
today’s celebration of John’s personal Holy Week, seems to put John in 
the driver’s seat. But the point is not to prioritize John, but to 
interiorize his Spirit. Herod, drunk and depraved, makes a fool of him-

Juanita Ruis,  Respect Life Coordinator 
  

The Catholic Advance Healthcare Directive, which goes into effect 
when a person has an incurable or irreversible condition that will 
result in death in a relatively short time or when the patient has lost 
the ability to communicate his or her wishes, is recommended for all 
adults 18 years old or older. 
If you currently don’t have an advance healthcare directive or if you 
wish to update one you already have, it is recommended that you 
attend one of the three-hour sessions at one of these nearby locations 
on Oahu in September. 
  

• Mary, Star of the Sea, September 7, 9 a.m. – noon 
• Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa, September 10, 6-9 p.m. 

Presenters include Father Mark Gantley, the diocesan judicial vicar; Eva 
Andrade, executive director of the Hawaii Catholic Conference; Joy 
Yadao, a registered nurse and former director of St. Francis Hospice; 
and Jeanette Koijane, executive director of Kokua Mau, a non-profit 
organization that deals with the elderly. 

Please make life easier for your loved ones by attending one of these 
sessions and by letting them know your end-of-life decisions early. 

~ hawaiicatholicherald.com 
  

♰ JACK WONG’S SERVICE ♰  
The Funeral Mass for Jack will be held on

Saturday, September 7, 2019. 
8:45 A.M. ~ Ashes brought to Church

8:45 A.M. - 9:00 A.M. ~ Family Visitation
9:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. ~ Public Visitation

10:00 A.M. - 10:30 A.M. ~ Eulogy
10:30 A.M. ~  Funeral Mass

12:00 Noon ~ Lunch in Church Hall

The Passion of St. John The Baptist (Continued)
self. But even fools can be fatal, and John dies a martyr’s death. So let 
us follow John’s lead. If John jumped with joy in his mother’s womb at 
the very first sign of his cousin Jesus’ visitation, can’t I work up some 
excitement in defense of my Savior, no matter what the cost? 

~ Miguel Dulick
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DAILY READINGS 

   Monday, August 26 
  1st Thessalonians 1:2-5, 

8-10 
  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

   Tuesday, August 27 
1st Thessalonians 2:1-8 

St. Monica 
  ♦ ♦ ♦

    Wednesday,  August 28 
1st Thessalonians 2:9-13 

St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of 
the Church 

   ♦ ♦ ♦

    Thursday, August 29 
Jeremiah 1:17-19 

The Passion of St. John the 
Baptist 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

Friday, August 30 
1st Thessalonians 4:1-8 

♦ ♦ ♦

 Saturday, August 31 
1st Thessalonians 4:9-12 

♦ ♦ ♦

SUNDAY 
September 1, 2019 

22nd Sunday 
In Ordinary Time˝

First Reading 
Wisdom 9:13-18b (129C) 

   [Page 210, Breaking Bread] 

Responsorial Psalm 
In ev’ry age, O Lord, you have been 

our refuge. 
[Page 210, Breaking Bread] 

Second Reading 
Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

[Page 210, Breaking Bread] 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Gospel 
Luke 14:25-33                                                                                                             

[Page 211, Breaking Bread] 

     

Saturday, August 24, 2019 
The Grace That Overcomes Duplicity 

 We have come as pilgrims to this Basilica of 
Saint Bartholomew on the Tiber Island, where 
the ancient history of martyrdom unites with the 
memory of the new martyrs, of the many 
Christians killed by the demented ideologies of 
the last century—and today too—and killed solely 
for being disciples of Jesus. 
 The memory of these ancient and recent 
heroic witnesses confirms us in the knowledge 
that the Church is Church if she is the Church of 
martyrs. Martyrs are those who, as the Book of 
Revelation reminds us, have come out of the 
great tribulation and have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb 
(7:14). They had the grace to confess Jesus until 
the end, unto death. They suffer; they give their 
life and we receive God’s blessing through their 
witness. And there are also many hidden martyrs, 
those men and women faithful to the gentle 
power of love, to the voice of the Holy Spirit, 
who in everyday life seek to help their brothers 
and sisters and to love God without reservation.. 
 A martyr can be thought of as a hero, but the 
fundamental thing about a martyr is that he or 
she was graced: it is the grace of God, not 
courage, that makes us martyrs…”What does the 
Church need today?” Martyrs, witnesses, namely, 
everyday saints, because the Church is led 
forward by saints. Saints: without them, the 
Church can no longer go forth. The Church 
needs everyday saints, those of ordinary life 
carried out with coherence; but she also needs 
those who…accept the grace to be witnesses to 
the end, unto death. All those are the living blood 
of the Church. They are the witnesses…who 
attest that Jesus is risen, that Jesus lives, and 
affirm it with coherence of life and with the 
strength of the Holy Spirit which they have been 
given.            ~Pope Francis 
  

!  
Sunday, August 25, 2019 

Asking Daily for the Grace to Strive 
 The first means of attaining virtue, which 
seems the most easy, and is in reality the most 
difficult, is to will it, but with a sincere, entire, 
efficacious, and constant will. And oh how rare is 
this good will! We imagine we will a thing, but in 
truth and reality we do not will it at all. We may 
have desires, longings, purposes, wishes; but that 
is not having a strong and determined will. We 
wish to be devout, but in our own way up to a 
certain point, and provided  it  does  not  cost  us 

 The  9:30  A.M.  Wednesday  Parish 
Scripture  Group  meets  in  the  SPAM 
Conference Room.

Questions? Please speak with Tina in the Church 
Office. Classes begin September 22.

August 25, 2019 ~ CCD Registration continues. 
September 15, 2019 ~ Catechetical Sunday —  
“Stay With Us.” Commissioning of Catechists at 
the 9:30 A.M. Mass. 
September 22, 2019 ~ CCD begins. Breakfast at 
8:00 A.M. ~ Parent Meeting at 8:15 A.M. 

MEDITATION OF THE DAY (Continued) 
too much. We wish, and we are contented with 
wishing. We do not carry our wishes into practice; 
we are discouraged as soon as it is necessary to 
put our hand to the work, to overcome obstacles 
or set them aside, to fight against our faults…We 
wish today perhaps; we begin bravely, but alas! 
our energies are soon relaxed. 
 Everything depends upon perseverance. Let 
us ask God to grant us this good will, let us ask 
him for it every day; and let us try to merit, by our 
fidelity to the grace of today, to obtain it again on 
the next day. 

 ~Father Jean-Nicolas Grou, S.J. 
Fr. Grou (♰ 1803) was a French Jesuit priest and a 
beloved spiritual master. 


