
    

 

 

❖  A Catholic Community ❖❖

Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture and 
sustain our faith through Love, Service and 

Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Celine Asato   ❖   Marisol L. Chang 
Sacristans 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 A. M. 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

Or, by appointment. 

DEVOTION 
Holy Rosary before Mass 

    ST. STEPHEN CATHOLIC CHURCH
             DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
   2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
       Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

22nd SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY  TIME  ~  SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

PARABLE OF THE 
WEDDING FEAST 

On  a  sabbath  Jesus  went  to 
dine  at  the  home  of  one  of  the 
leading Pharisees, and the people 
there  were  obser v ing  h im 
carefully.

He told a parable to those who 
had  been  invited,  noticing  how 
they were choosing the places of 
honor at the table.

“When  you  are  invited  by 
someone  to  a  wedding  banquet, 
do not recline at table in the place 
of  honor.  A more  distinguished 
guest  than  you  may  have  been 
invited by him, and the host who 
invited both of you may approach 
you  and  say,  ‘Give  your  place  to 
this  man,’  and  then  you  would 
proceed  with  embarrassment   to 
take the lowest place.

Rather, when you are invited, go and take the lowest place so that when the host comes to you he may say, 
‘My friend, move up to a higher position.’ Then you will enjoy the esteem of your companions at the table. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.’
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com 

A Friendly Reminder 
Knights of Columbus meets on Thursday, September 5, 2019, 

at 7:00 P.M., upstairs in the SPAM Building. 

Time, Talent, Treasure, Stewardship 
St. Stephen Catholic Church 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
August 24 & 25, 2019:  $8,213.83

  

August 17 & 18, 2019:     $2,760.00
Mahalo! 

We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, talent 
and treasure to our Parish Community. 

ADORATION OF 
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Wednesday, September 4, 2019 
9:00 A.M to 6:00 P.M. 

Sign-up sheets are available. 

   C O M I N G   S O O N 

 Orders are being taken for St. Stephen’s bread. 
Signup sheets may be found in the SPAM building, as 
well as in the Church. Pickup of orders is September 
14 & 15 after each Mass. Mahalo for your support! 

❖MASS        INTENTIONS❖ 

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Eileen Green, Don Yee, Ron Kano, Gladys Wong, Kenneth Asato, Ron & 
Tomiko Asato,  Doreen  &  Francis Chia,  Betty  & Albert Chong, Dr. 
Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Frederick Lum, Steve Fujii, Rosalie G. Cadiz, 
Jack Wong. 

SUNDAY, September 8, 2019 
Fellowship By: 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Sunday, September 1, 2019 
7:15 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

Jack Wong’s Ohana 
♰ Amelia Andrade 
♰ Kenneth Asato 

Thanksgiving Blessings For: 
All workers, supporters and donors 

of the Obon Festival. 

Sunday, September 1, 2019 
9:30 A.M. Mass 
♰ Jack Wong 

♰ Amelia Andrade 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 
♰ Stephanie & Federic Foo 

Healing Prayers For: 
Adeline Trask 

Thanksgiving Blessings For: 
All workers, supporters and donors 

of the Obon Festival. 

Monday, September 2, 2019 
No Mass, Communion Service 

8:00 A.M. 
♰ Jack Wong 

♰ Amelia Andrade 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

♰ Amelia Andrade 
Healing Prayers For: Mary Souza 

100th Birthday Blessings For: 
Florence Puana

Wednesday, September 4, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

♰ Amelia Andrade 
♰ Sr. Cresencia, MSMHC 

Thursday, September 5, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

♰ Amelia Andrade 

Friday, September 6, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

♰ Amelia Andrade 
♰ Ana Sholing 

Healing Prayers For: Steve Aki 

Saturday, September 7, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

♰  Jack Wong & Family 
♰ Amelia Andrade 

Saturday, September 7, 2019 
4:00 P.M. 

♰  Jack Wong & Family 
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 
♰  Senator Daniel Akaka 

♰  Ron Asato 
♰ Amelia Andrade 

Thanksgiving Blessings For: 
All workers, supporters and donors 

of the Obon Festival. 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Margaret Robello, Carrie Talwar, Nancy Asato, Richard Wong, Benito 
Bautista, Steve Aki, Mary Souza

GRANDPARENTS 
DAY! 

Sunday, 
September 8, 2019.
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“Living Faith”  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, August 31, 2019 

Justice and Joy 

Let  the  rivers  clap  their  hands,  the  mountains  shout  with 
them for joy. Psalm 98:8

This past year, I’ve noticed a significant disappearance of joy—less 
spontaneous laughter, the loss of smiles on strangers’ faces and fewer 
genuinely funny stories that do not involve the sarcastic disparagement 
of others. 
 So, today’s psalm comes with good timing. Rivers clapping hands 
and mountains shouting with enthusiasm—such marvelous metaphors 
for how strong and thorough our happiness can be in relation to 
God’s presence. 
 Psalm 98 suggests that this joyful response comes about because 
of the Holy One’s justice permeating life. The conclusion for a loss of 
joy may well be that it pertains to a lack of well-being for all persons. 
 So many marginalized and impoverished people still await 
freedom from their bondage. God’s justice happens when human 
beings work toward a world where fairness and compassion thrive. Joy 
follows when justice expands in the world. 
  

 Sr. Joyce Rupp, O.S.M. ~ www.livingfaith.com 

“Living Faith”  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, September 1, 2019 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Humility Is Strength 
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. Luke 4:16
 Luke, more than any of the other gospel writers, emphasizes the 
concern Jesus had for the poor and marginalized. His message speaks 
to us today if we but listen, if we but look. We need to ask ourselves, if 
we claim to be Christ’s followers, do we bring good news to the poor 
by doing something as simple as bringing food to church on “Sharing 
Sunday?” Who do we know that is imprisoned by poor health? Do we 
visit them, give them a call or send a card? Do we help others see, even 
if it is a new way of looking at a problem? Do we set people free from 
oppression, perhaps by writing our representative about our concerns? 
 These kinds of questions are not meant to disparage or create 
guilt, but rather to serve as a litmus test for us in regard to what Jesus 
asks of us. The psalmist reminds us, ”Give to the Lord, you families of 
nations…”(Psalm 96:7). By giving and doing for others, we “give to 
the Lord.” 

~ Judy Schueneman 

  

♰ JACK WONG’S SERVICE ♰  
The Funeral Mass for Jack will be held on 

Saturday, September 7, 2019. 
8:45 A.M. ~ Ashes brought to Church 

8:45 A.M. - 9:00 A.M. ~ Family Visitation 
9:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. ~ Public Visitation 

10:00 A.M. - 10:30 A.M. ~ Eulogy 
10:30 A.M. ~  Funeral Mass 

12:00 Noon ~ Lunch in Church Hall 

🔹🔹 TO ALL PARISHIONERS🔹🔹
 We would like your help to join in the singing during the viewing 
(9:00 to 10:00 A.M.). Anyone who plays ukulele and/or at anytime 
joined in on the Jam Session, of the Sunday Fellowship, you are 
welcome to join us. We are working on a list of songs and should 
finalize them this Sunday. Please show your love, this is for our Jack! 
Mahalo! 

Juanita Ruis,  Respect Life Coordinator 

Catholic Advance Healthcare Directive 
 The Catholic Advance Healthcare Directive, which goes into effect 
when a person has an incurable or irreversible condition that will 
result in death in a relatively short time or when the patient has lost 
the ability to communicate his or her wishes, is recommended for all 
adults 18 years old or older.  If you currently don’t have an advance 
healthcare directive or if you wish to update one you already have, it is 
recommended that you attend one of the three-hour sessions at either 
of these nearby locations on Oahu.  

• Mary, Star of the Sea, Saturday, September 7, 9 a.m. – 
noon 

• Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa, Tuesday, September 10, 6-9 
p.m. 

Please make life easier for your loved ones by attending 
one of these sessions and by letting them know your end-of-
life decisions early. 

Do good everywhere so that everyone 
can say:

“This is a Son of Christ.”
~ Saint Padre Pio

Respect 
Life

http://www.livingfaith.com
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DAILY READINGS 

   Monday, September 2 
  1st Thessalonians 4:13-18 

LABOR DAY 
  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

      Tuesday, September 3 
    1st Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11 
    Pope St. Gregory the Great 

  ♦ ♦ ♦

    Wednesday, September 4 
Colossians 1:1-8 

   ♦ ♦ ♦

    Thursday, September 5 
Colossians 1:15-20 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Friday, September 6 

Colossians 1:15-20 

♦ ♦ ♦

 Saturday, September 7 
Colossians 1:21-23 

♦ ♦ ♦

SUNDAY 
September 8, 2019 

23rd Sunday 
In Ordinary Time˝

Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

First Reading 
Wisdom 9:13-18B (129C) 

   [Page 210, Breaking Bread] 

Responsorial Psalm 
In ev’ry age, O Lord, you have been 

our refuge. 
[Page 210, Breaking Bread] 

Second Reading 
Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

[Page 210-211, Breaking Bread] 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Gospel 
Luke 14:25-33                                                                                                          

[Page 211, Breaking Bread] 

     

Saturday, August 31, 2019 
Receiving & Investing the Talents with Mary 

 The man in the parable represents Christ 
himself, the servants are disciples and the talents…
represent the riches that the Lord Jesus has 
bequeathed to us as a legacy, so that we may make 
them productive: his Word, deposited in the holy 
Gospel; baptism, which renews us in the Holy Spirit; 
prayer—the “Our Father”—that we raise to God as his 
children, united in the Son; his forgiveness, which he 
commanded be offered to all; the Sacrament of his 
Body sacrificed and his Blood poured out; in a word: 
the Kingdom of God, which is God himself, present 
and alive in our midst. 
 This is the treasure that Jesus entrusted to his 
friends at the end of his brief life on earth. Today’s 
parable stresses the inner disposition necessary to 
accept and develop this gift. Fear is the wrong 
attitude: the servant who is afraid of his master and 
fears his return hides the coin in the earth and it 
does not produce any fruit. This happens, for 
example, to them who after receiving baptism, 
Communion, and confirmation subsequently bury 
these gifts beneath a blanket of prejudice, beneath a 
false image of God that paralyzes faith and good 
works, thus betraying the Lord’s expectations. 
However, the parable places greater emphasis on the 
good fruits brought by the disciples who, happy with 
the gift they received, did not keep it hidden with 
fear and jealousy but made it profitable by sharing it 
and partaking in it. Yes, what Christ has given us is 
multiplied at its giving! It is a treasure made to be 
spent, invested, and shared with all… 
 This attitude of the heart is embodied perfectly 
in the Virgin Mary who, on receiving the most 
precious gift of all, Jesus himself, offered him to the 
world with immense love. Let us ask her to help us to 
be “good and faithful servants” so that we may one 
day enter “into the joy of our Lord.”             
           ~ Pope Benedict XVI 
His holiness Benedict XVI was elected to the See of Saint 
Peter in 2005.          

Magnificat ~ August 2019, Vol. 21, No.6 

Irradiated Cross Returns to the 
Nagasaki Cathedral 

 As Japan commemorated the 74th anniversary of 
the atomic bombing of Nagasaki on August 9, 2019, a 
wooden cross found intact in the middle of the ruins 
was returned to its place of origin: Urakami Cathedral, 
located near the hypocenter of the disaster. 
 On Thursday, August 9, 1945, at 11:00 am, the 
American B-29 bomber Bockscar dropped a “Fat Man” 
on the city of Nagasaki, causing the direct death of at 
least 40,000 people. Three days after Hiroshima 
(75,000 dead), the second nuclear bombardment in 

 The 9:30 A.M. Wednesday Parish Scripture 
Group will meet again on  September 11, in the 
SPAM Conference Room.

September 15, 2019 ~ Catechetical Sunday —  
“Stay With Us.” Commissioning of Catechists at 
the 9:30 A.M. Mass. 

Irradiated Cross (Continued) 
history struck the historic center of Catholicism in the 
Japanese archipelago. Instead of falling on the 
Mitsubishi settlements, the original target, the 
plutonium bomb exploded 580 m above the Urakami 
district, a valley in the industrial suburb of Nagasaki. 
The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, where 
the faithful had gathered to pray on the approach of 
the feast of August 15, was completely destroyed. 
 In the rubble, a cross was found. One meter high 
and 30 cm wide, decorated with gold leaf, it was 
entrusted a few months after the tragedy to an 
American soldier, Walter Hooke, by the Bishop of 
Nagasaki, Bishop Aijiro Yamaguchi. A Second 
Lieutenant in the Marine Corps, Walter Hooke 
preserved the irradiated cross as a relic before 
donating it in 1982 to the Peace Resource Center at 
Wilmington College, a university in the state of Ohio. 
 It was this cross that was returned to its original 
shrine on August 7, 2019. The director of the 
institution, Tanya Maus, made the trip to hand it 
personally to the authorities of the current Nagasaki 
Cathedral, rebuilt on the ruins of the old. 
 Mitsuaki Takami, Archbishop of Nagasaki, said 
while receiving the relic: “The cross tells how brutal 
humans can be, and at the same time, it gives us 
hope.” It is true that in the face of barbarity and evil in 
all its forms, the Cross is our only hope. Ave crux spes 
unica. 

Ruins of Nagasaki’s Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception


