
    

 

 

❖  A Catholic Community ❖❖

Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture and 
sustain our faith through Love, Service and 

Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Celine Asato   ❖   Marisol L. Chang 
Sacristans 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 A. M. 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

Or, by appointment. 

DEVOTION 
Holy Rosary before Mass 

    ST. STEPHEN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH
             DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
   2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
       Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

Nativity Of The Blessed Virgin Mary  ~  SEPTEMBER 8, 2019

23rd  SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY  TIME

HATING ONE'S FAMILY 
 In today's Gospel, Jesus says something shocking, "Anyone who comes to me without hating father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes 
and his own life too, cannot be my disciple." We should realize that it was intended to provoke a response. If we took his words literally, it would be 
the exact opposite of all that he preached. But are the words meant in the literal sense? 
 Jesus used what we might call "reverse psychology" to elicit a commitment from his disciples. Many came to him because he was a free physician. 
They had only a passing or no interest in his teachings. His words might be interpreted to say, "Anyone who wants to be my follower must love me far 
more than he does his own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, or sisters--yes, more than his own life--otherwise he cannot be my disciple." 
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com 

A Friendly Reminder 
The Knights of Columbus continue to accept items for the 

Aloysius Food Bank. Your kokua is always appreciated! 

Time, Talent, Treasure, Stewardship 
St. Stephen Catholic Church 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
August 31 & September 1, 2019: $4,173.71

  

 August 24 & 25, 2019:   $8,213.83
Mahalo! 

We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, talent 
and treasure to our Parish Community. 

   C O M I N G   S O O N 
 Orders are being taken for St. Stephen’s bread. 
Signup sheets may be found in the SPAM building, as 
well as in the Church. Pickup of orders is September 
14 & 15 after each Mass. Mahalo for your support! 

❖MASS        INTENTIONS❖ 

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Eileen Green, Don Yee, Ron Kano, Gladys Wong, Kenneth Asato, Ron & 
Tomiko Asato,  Doreen  &  Francis Chia,  Betty  & Albert Chong, Dr. 
Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Frederick Lum, Steve Fujii, Rosalie G. Cadiz, 
Jack Wong. 

SUNDAY, September 15, 2019 
Fellowship By: 

KITCHEN CREW 

Sunday, September 8, 2019 
7:15 A.M. Mass 

♰  Jack Wong & Family 

Sunday, September 8, 2019 
9:30 A.M. Mass 

♰ Jack Wong & Family 
♰ Connie Bello Govea 

♰ Peter Michael Plamenco 
♰ Renjoff Cabagnot 
♰ Jesusa Cabagnot 
♰ Muriel Oka 
♰ Mabel Lee 

Healing Prayers For: 
Adeline Trask 

Monday, September 9, 2019 
No Mass, Communion Service 

8:00 A.M. 
♰ Jack Wong 

♰ Amelia Andrade 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰ Jack Wong 

Healing Prayers For: Mary Souza 

Wednesday, September 11, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

For the Deceased of the Parish 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰ Jack Wong  

♰ All the Souls in Purgatory 

Friday, September 13, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

Healing Prayers For: Steve Aki 

Saturday, September 14, 2019 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Jack Wong 

For the Sick & The Homebound 

Saturday, September 14, 2019 
4:00 P.M. 
♰ Jack Wong  

♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

♰  Ron Asato 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Margaret Robello, Carrie Talwar, Nancy Asato, Richard Wong, Benito 
Bautista, Steve Aki, Mary SouzaGRANDPARENTS 

DAY! 
Sunday, 

September 8, 2019.

May your heart always be the temple of the Holy 
Spirit. 
May Jesus always be the helmsman of your little 
ship. 
May Mary be the star which shines on your path 
and may she show you the safe way to reach the 
Heavenly Father.             ~ St. Padre Pio
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“Living Faith”  
Daily Catholic Devotions 
Saturday, September 7, 2019 

Persistent Hope 
…provided you persevere in the faith, firmly grounded, stable, and not 
shifting from the hope of the Gospel that you heard…Colossians 1:23
Sometimes it’s easy to be a Christian. There’s a whole lot of joy in a 
baptism, confirmation, wedding or ordination. There’s a whole lot of 
spiritual healing in confession and the anointing of the sick. As Catholics, 
we have the blessing of being fortified by the Eucharist at each and every 
Mass. And let’s not forget about all those seemingly small but sacramental 
signs of God’s love that we can see in our lives every day if we let 
ourselves. 
 Other times, it’s hard to be a Christian. We don’t understand why 
God allows us, or those we love, to fall ill or why some in the world are 
hungry, troubled and oppressed. But being a Christian means we’re in it 
for the long haul. We don’t give up when our best-laid plans seem 
doomed to failure. We persist in hope because the Lord persists in love. 
 Jesus, thank you for the hope you bring to my life and to the world. 
  

 Melanie Rigney ~ www.livingfaith.com 

“Living Faith”  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, September 8, 2019 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

To Serve Him 
Anyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot 
be my disciple. Luke 14:33 
When I go to a store, I challenge myself to be thrifty. I buy what’s on sale. 
I don’t buy fruit when it’s out of season. I check the clearance aisle; I turn 
up the sleeve of the blouse and zero in on the price tag. 
 When Jesus tells us we must hate our families, even our own lives, or 
we cannot be his disciple, I believe he states a fact rather than a challenge. 
This is the cost of Christian life—everything I love will pale in comparison 
to the love of God. Our love for him—if we let it—will consume our lives. 
It will surpass all other loves because communion with him is life in total.  
 I will lose taste my taste for the old things. Sometimes I will feel 
dreadfully alone among people who don’t share in this divine love. I can 
expect everything I possess to become disoriented. It no longer exists to 
serve me, but rather I, and all I possess, exist to serve him. 

Elizabeth Duffy ~ www.livingfaith.com 

VESTMENT COLORS 
  What are those colorful graphic symbols seen, in the days of the 
month, in the Church Calendar; in the bulletin; and what do the different 
colors mean? The icons signify the different colors of vestments the priest 
wears, on that particular day,  while celebrating the Eucharist 
 The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM #345) says that 
the various colors of liturgical vestments are “meant to give effective, 
outward expression to the specific character of the mysteries of faith 
being celebrated and, in the course of the liturgical year, to a sense of 
progress in the Christian life.” In order for the colors to achieve the 
purpose for which they are intended, the faithful must know what each 
signifies.  The following information is taken from The Church Visible: the

  

VESTMENT COLORS (Continued) 
Ceremonial Life and Protocol of the Roman Catholic Church, by James-
Charles Noonan, Jr. (New York: Viking, 1996 (p.342]) 
🔸 GREEN: hope, everlasting life, fidelity 
🔸WHITE: joy, exuberance, celebration, resurrection, victory, purity,  
    innocence. 
🔸 GOLD & SILVER: May be substituted for white on most solemn feasts  
   and carries the same symbolism of white. 
🔸 RED: Holy Spirit (Pentecost), suffering of the Lord, of the apostles, 
               and for martyrdom. 
🔸 VIOLET: sorrow, mourning, repentance, penance. 
🔸 BLACK: mourning and death. 
🔸 ROSE: subdued joy. From this list, one can see that a given color can 
have more than one significance. For example, red on the Feast of 
Pentecost speaks to us of the tongues of fire as the Holy Spirit came upon 
those in the Upper Room. Red on the feast day of a martyr signifies the 
blood of martyrs, i.e., they gave their life in witness of the Gospel. 
🔸WHITE can signify the purity of virgins, as on feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary or any virgin. White also signifies the glory of Christ’s 
resurrection. 
 Finally, mention should be made of blue, because it is used in the 
Catholic Eastern Churches. Blue is not an approved liturgical color in the 
Latin rite of the Church, but Eastern rites use blue during Advent. Both 
Lent and Advent are penitential seasons. Lent is more penitential because 
the focus is on self-denial and subduing the flesh. Even more so, the 
faithful call to mind that the death of Christ, which we remember during 
the Holy Triduum, took place because of our sin. Advent is penitential, but 
more in a sense of joyful preparation. The faithful anticipate during 
Advent season the first coming of the Savior. The Eastern rites signify 
these different penitential emphases of Advent and Lent by using blue 
(usually a light blue) during Advent.

The Story of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

 The  Church  has  celebrated  Mary’s birth since at least the 
  sixth  century.   A  September  birth  was  chosen  because  
 the Eastern Church begins its Church year with September. 
 The September 8 date helped determine the date for the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8. 

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s birth. However, 
the apocryphal Protoevangelium of James fills in the gap. This 
work has no historical value, but it does reflect the development of 
Christian piety. According to this account, Anna and Joachim are 
infertile but pray for a child. They receive the promise of a child 
who will advance God’s plan of salvation for the world. Such a story, 
like many biblical counterparts, stresses the special presence of God 
in Mary’s life from the beginning. 
 Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. 
He tells the earth to rejoice and shine forth in the light of her birth. 
“She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily 
of the valley. Through her birth the nature inherited from our first 
parents is changed.” The opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth 
of Mary’s Son as the dawn of our salvation, and asks for an increase 
of peace.        ~ franciscanmedia.org 

http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
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DAILY READINGS 

   Monday, September 9 
 Isaiah 58:6-11 
St. Peter Claver 

  ♦ ♦ ♦ 
      Tuesday, September 10 

    Colossians 2:6-15 
     

  ♦ ♦ ♦

      Wednesday, September 11 
  Colossians 3:1-11 

   ♦ ♦ ♦

    Thursday, September 12 
Colossians 3:12-17 

The Most Holy Name of Mary 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

Friday, September 13 
1st Timothy 1:1-2, 112-14 

St. John Chrysostom 
♦ ♦ ♦

 Saturday, September 14 
Numbers 21:4-9 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
St. Nothurga 

♦ ♦ ♦

SUNDAY 
September 15, 2019 

Our Lady of Sorrows˝

24th Sunday 
In Ordinary Time˝

First Reading 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 (132C) 
   [Page 212, Breaking Bread] 

Responsorial Psalm 
I will rise and go to my father.  

[Page 212, Breaking Bread] 

Second Reading 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 

[Page 212, 213, Breaking Bread] 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Gospel 
Luke 15:1-32 or 15:1-10                                                                                                         

[Page 213, 214 Breaking Bread] 

     

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

September 14 
Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of 
the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem 
in search of the holy places of Christ’s life. She razed 
the second-century Temple of Aphrodite, which 
tradition held was built over the Savior’s tomb, and 
her son built the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on 
that spot. During the excavation, workers found 
three crosses. Legend has it that the one on which 
Jesus died was identified when its touch healed a 
dying woman. 
The cross immediately became an object of 
veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem 
toward the end of the fourth century, according to an 
eyewitness, the wood was taken out of its silver 
container and placed on a table together with the 
inscription Pilate ordered placed above Jesus’ head: 
Then “all the people pass through one by one; all of 
them bow down, touching the cross and the 
inscription, first with their foreheads, then with their 
eyes; and, after kissing the cross, they move on.” 
To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and 
Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross on the September anniversary of the basilica’s 
dedication. The feast entered the Western calendar in 
the seventh century after Emperor Heraclius 
recovered the cross from the Persians, who had 
carried it off in 614, 15 years earlier. According to the 
story, the emperor intended to carry the cross back 
into Jerusalem himself, but was unable to move 
forward until he took off his imperial garb and 
became a barefoot pilgrim. 

REFLECTON 
The cross today is the universal image of Christian 
belief. Countless generations of artists have turned it 
into a thing of beauty to be carried in processions or 
worn as jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, it 
had no beauty. It stood outside too many city walls, 
decorated only with decaying corpses, as a threat to 
anyone who defied Rome’s authority—including 
Christians who refused sacrifice to Roman gods. 
Although believers spoke of the cross as the 
instrument of salvation it seldom appeared in 
Christian art unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-
Rho until after Constantine’s edict of toleration. 

 ~ franciscanmedia.org 

 The 9:30 A.M. Wednesday Parish Scripture 
Group will meet again on  September 11, in the 
SPAM Conference Room.

September 15, 2019 ~ Catechetical Sunday —  
“Stay With Us.” Commissioning of Catechists at 
the 9:30 A.M. Mass. 

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator

Classes begin on September 22, 2019. Any questions 
please speak to Tina in the Church Office.

St. Stephen’s 6-hour period is from 6 a.m. to 12 
noon on Tuesday, October 8, 2019. Sign-up sheets 
will soon be available. All parishioners are 
encouraged to participate. These prayers are being 
offered in the spirit of reparation to restore the 
sanctity of life; to establish peace in our cities, 
nation, and world; and to console the hearts of 
Jesus and Mary.
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