
 

    

   

 

    

❖  A Catholic Community ❖❖

Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture and 
sustain our faith through Love, Service and 

Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
Holy Rosary 30 minutes before Mass 

   
              DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
       2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
                Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  ~  January 12, 2020
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 Today’s Feast marks the conclusion of 
the Christmas Season and the beginning of 
Ordinary Time.  It’s a feast of transition from 
Jesus’ hidden life to that of His public 
ministry.  It also echoes the theme of the 
Epiphany in that the Baptism of the Lord is 
another manifestation announcing Jesus’ 
divinity to all of His first followers and to the 
disciples of John the Baptist. 
 First of all, it needs to be pointed out 
that Jesus did not need the baptism of 
John.  John was baptizing as a call to and 
sign of interior repentance.  Jesus had no 
need to repent.  But, nonetheless, He 
comes to John.  John resists at first but Jesus 
insists.  Why did He receive baptism? 
 First, by accepting the baptism of John, 
Jesus affirms all that John has said and done 
and affirms his sacred role of preparing the 
way for Jesus and for a new era of grace.  
Therefore, the Baptism of Jesus acts as a 
bridge between the Old Testament prophets 
(of which John was the last) and the New 
Testament era of grace and truth.  
 Second, it has been said that when 
Jesus entered the waters of baptism, He was 
not baptized by the waters, rather, His 
Baptism was one in which all the created 

waters of this world were, in a sense, “baptized” by Him.  By entering into the waters, Jesus sanctified water and poured forth His grace making all 
water the future source of salvation. Third, the Baptism of Jesus was an epiphany.  It was a moment of manifestation.  As He emerged from the 
waters, “Heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from Heaven, ‘You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’”  This manifestation of the sonship and divinity of Jesus took place in a physical, audible and visible 
form so that all present would know, without question, that Jesus was the Son of the Father.  Thus, His baptism is a way in which the Father 
introduced His Son and His Son’s mission to the world.                 ~ catholic-daily-reflections.com
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com 

 T H I S T H A T   
  

ALOYSIUS FOOD BANK  
  

The St. Stephen Knights of Columbus continue their mission of 
helping those in need. The Knights genuinely accept any and all non-
perishables for the Food Bank. Please…won’t you help? 
 Thank you, in advance, for your support and generosity. 

CHURCH CHOIR 
CHOIR PRACTICE 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 
6:30 PM 

Time, Talent, Treasure, Stewardship 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
         January 4, 5, 2020:     $6,151.36 
        December 28, 29, 2019:   $7,510.00

  

A category breakdown of the offerings may be viewed in the 
bulletin binder in the Church office. 

MAHALO! 

We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 
talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

SUNDAY, January 12 ~ Class 
The Baptism of the Lord 

SUNDAY, January 19 ~ Class 
2nd Sunday In Ordinary Time 

SUNDAY, January 26 ~ Class 
3rd Sunday In Ordinary Time 

CCD Bible Study Class
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S C H E D U L E S 
SATURDAY LECTORS 

January 18 ~ Kristyn Ho, Maris Ho 

SUNDAY LECTORS 
January 19 ~ Arlette Aki, Frank Jordan 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
SATURDAY MASS ~ 4:00 PM 

January 18 ~ Olive Houle, Sandy Wong 

SUNDAY MASS ~ 9:30 AM 
January 19 ~ Jennifer & Joel Tamayo 

Meriam Ladrillono 
[Substitute for EMOHC’s: Sr. Marykutty] 

NOTE: 
Ministries are also posted on the Church’s website at: 

www.ssccpali.net 
At the main page, click on ‘ABOUT’. At the menu, click on 
‘PARISH MINISTRIES’ and choose the ministry you wish to view. 

St. Anthony the Abbot 
January 15 

 Following the death of his parents when he was about 20, Anthony 
insured that his sister completed her education, then he sold his house, 
furniture, and the land he owned, gave the proceeds to the poor, joined 
the anchorites who lived nearby, and moved into an empty sepulchre. At 
age 35 he moved to the desert to live alone; he lived 20 years in an 
abandoned fort. 
 Anthony barricaded the place for solitude, but admirers and would-be 
students broke in. He miraculously healed people, and agreed to be the 
spiritual counselor of others. His recommendation was to base life on the 
Gospel. Word spread, and so many disciples arrived that Anthony founded 
two monasteries on the Nile, one at Pispir, one at Arsinoe. Many of those 
who lived near him supported themselves by making baskets and brushes, 
and from that came his patronage of those trades. 

(Continued on back page) 

PRAYER 
 Why should we pray? Why breathe? We have to take in 
fresh air and get rid of bad air; we have to take in new power 
and get rid of old weaknesses. We pray because we are 
orchestras and always need to ante-up. Just as a battery 
sometimes runs down and needs to be charged, so we have to 
be renewed in spiritual vigor. Our blessed Lord said, “Without 
Me you can do nothing.”  

~ Archbishop Fulton John Sheen
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♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Eileen Green, Don Yee, Ron Kano, Gladys Wong, Kenneth Asato, 
Ron & Tomiko Asato,  Doreen  &  Francis Chia,  Betty  & Albert 
Chong, Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Frederick Lum, Steve Fujii, 
Rosalie G. Cadiz, Jack Wong, Salvador Solidum, Sam Chun, Vera 
Ashitomi, Karen Lee. 

Sunday, January 12 
7:15 A.M. Mass 

♰  Jack Wong 

9:30 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Sue Kobe 

♰ Vera Ashitomi 
♰ Karen Lee 

♰ Salvador Solidum 
♰ Sam Chun 

Monday, January 13 
8:00 AM Communion Service 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Carolyn Ho 

Tuesday, January 14 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Mary Souza 

Healing Prayers For: 
Elena Orlando 

Wednesday, January 15 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Tehani Shigematsu 

♰ Dee Etta Cunningham 

Thursday, January 16 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Steve Aki 

Friday, January 17 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Toni Farm 

Saturday, January 18 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Toni Farm 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Lori-Ann Travis 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

♰  Ron Asato 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Margaret Robello, Carrie Talwar, Nancy Asato, Richard Wong, 
Benito Bautista, Steve Aki, Mary Souza

          

        

                     Pluses and Minuses 

        He must increase; I must decrease …    
John 3:30                         www.livingfaith.com 
 The life of John the Baptist can bee summed up in the six words 
of Scripture above. In striving to allow Jesus as full an access as 
possible to his life, John gave way to a lifelong dying to self-interest. 
Paradoxically, John’s life was in no way diminished. His very stepping 
aside to allow Jesus the full stature and fullness that was necessitated 
by being the Messiah freed John to live the truth of his mission. 
 He found his life by giving it over totally to Jesus. John the 
Baptist serves as a model for all of us to find in our lives a love and a 
mission that are so powerful that they draw us to lose everything we 
have and are. It is possible to seek and find a love to which we give 
all that we are. There are those in the present day whose lives show 
us the way—people who live their lives for others and who do not 
count the cost.          
           ~ Fr. James Stephen Behrens, O.C.S.O. 

         
      “Beloved” 

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.  
Matthew  3:17                                            
       www.living faith.com 
 How do you respond when given a dazzling, unexpected compliment? 
Grateful? Embarrassed? Jesus received an amazing compliment at his 
baptism. Was he surprised to hear himself called “beloved”? Did he doubt 
or hesitate4 to accept it? Surely something incredibly powerful stirred 
within him, an assuredness to go forth with confidence, knowing he would 
be embraced with love no matter what happened to him in the future. 
 How many of us believe we are cherished in this way by God? I have 
never heard a voice from beyond called me “beloved,” but I have heard 
countless times how much God cares for me when I pray the Psalms, with 
their promise of God’s shelter, refuge, comfort and compassion. I also find 
this assurance in the mercy, kindness and unconditional love reflected in 
Jesus, the manifestation of the Holy One. Today, let us pause to hear God 
whisper our name: “beloved.”       

~Sr.Joyce Rupp, 

“Living Faith”  
  Daily Catholic Devotions 

  Saturday, January 11, 2020 

“Living Faith”  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 

M A S S   I N T E N T I O N S

 “From Mary, we learn to 
surrender to God’s will in all things. 

 From Mary, we learn to trust 
even when all hope seems gone. 

 From Mary we learn to love 
Christ her Son and the Son of God!” 

~ St. Pope John Paul II

  

 “Do not fear. Jesus is more powerful 
than all hell.” 

 Whatever fears we have in life can be 
forgotten with the name of Jesus. If anxiety or 
worries cloud your mind, remember that Jesus 
is more than any of our fears. The promise of 
His love, His mercy is more than anything. 

~ St. Padre Pio
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DAILY  READINGS 

   Monday, January 13 
1 JOHN 3:22—4:6 

St. Hilary, Bishop &
Doctor of the Church 

Tuesday, January 14 
 1 JOHN 4:7:10 

     Wednesday, January 15 
1 JOHN 4:11-18 

St. Anthony the Abbot 

   Thursday, January 16 
1 JOHN 4:19—5:4 

Friday, January 17 
1 JOHN 5:5-13 

  Saturday, January 18 
1 JOHN 5:14-21 

ewtn.com 

SUNDAY 
January 19, 2019 

2nd Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 

FIRST READING 
ISAIAH 49:3, 5—6 (64A) 

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your 
will. 

SECOND READING 
1 Corinthians 1:1—3 

                      

GOSPEL 
John 1:29—34 

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

M E D I T A T I O N   O F   T H E  D A Y 
MAGNIFICAT,  January 2020  

 The more we contemplate in the light of faith the 
great gifts of baptism, the more we are astounded by 
the munificence of God’s bounty. Moreover, it would 
be a mistake to regard the effects of this initial grace 
as passing phenomena. The Trinity of baptism is with 
us all the days of our life. The Father is always 
present, providentially watching day and night over 
his adopted children. The Word is always present, 
keeping them from all evil. The Holy Spirit is always 
present guiding them through the cares and 
hardships of this life, toward their eternal destiny. All 
three divine Persons of the Trinity unceasingly watch 
over us with their all-powerful protection. 
 Here in the indwelling of the Blessed Trinity, lies 
a truth that ought never to be overlooked. Perhaps we 
are too much accustomed to weighing only the 
personal efforts of the soul in the quest for 
perfection. Such personal effort is certainly necessary, 
but we should not forget the unceasing impulse and 
direction of the Holy Spirit, or the primordial and 
precursive action on the part of God. Jesus has said: If 
anyone love me, he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our abode with him. It is clear, then, that not 
only the Word comes to the soul. How, as a matter of 
fact, could the Father and the Son be separated from 
their Spirit of love? And if all the Trinity come to dwell 
in the Christian soul, it is not to abide inactive. My 
Father, said Jesus, works even until now, and I work. 
This continuous action of the Trinity is what keeps the 
physical world from falling into nothingness, and it 
operates all the more in the supernatural world of 
souls. The course of divine life which proceeds from 
the Father to the Son and binds them together in the 
Holy Spirit, is continued externally in those 
mysterious and invisible missions that transform souls 
to the image of the Trinity. All holiness is but allowing 
oneself to be made Godlike. It is God that leads to 
God. 

~ Father M.M. Philipon, O.P. 

Father Philipon (♰ 1972) was a French Dominican priest 
theologian, and author. 

St. Anthony the Abbot (Continued) 
 Anthony briefly left his seclusion in 311, going to 
Alexandria, Egypt to fight Arianism, and to comfort 
the victims of the persecutions of Maximinus. At some 
point in his life, he met with his sister again. She, too, 
had withdrawn from the world, and directed a 
community of nuns. Anthony retired to the desert, 
living in a cave on Mount Colzim. 
 Descriptions paint him as uniformly modest and 
courteous. His example led many to take up the 
monastic life, and to follow his way. Late in life 
Anthony became a close friend of Saint Paul the 

Please keep this date free to show your support 
for the protection of all human life. The Bishop 
and Diocesan Respect Life Office are strongly 
urging all Catholics to participate. Sign-up sheets 
are available in the church, S. P. A. M.  building, 
and hall. For more information, see Juanita Ruis 
or David Tom. Thank you.

St. Anthony the Abbot (Continued) 
Hermit, and he buried the aged anchorite, leading to 
his patronage of gravediggers. His biography was 
written by his friend Saint Athanasius of Alexandria. 
 His relationship with pigs and patronage of 
swineherds is a little complicated. Skin diseases were 
sometimes treated with applications of pork fat, 
which reduced inflammation and itching. As 
Anthony’s intervention aided in the same conditions, 
he was shown in art accompanied by a pig. People 
who saw the art work, but did not have it explained, 
thought there was a direct connection between 
Anthony and pigs – and people who worked with 
swine took him as their patron. 

Born — 251 at Heracleus, Egypt 

Died — 356 at Mount Colzim of natural causes 
  relics near V/ienne, France 

Canonized — Pre-congregation 

Quote:  
 The days are coming when men will go mad; 
and, when they meet a man who has kept his 
senses, they will rise up against him, saying, “You 
are mad, because you are not like us.”
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