
 

    

 

   

  

❖  A Catholic Community ❖
Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture and 
sustain our faith through Love, Service and 

Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
Holy Rosary 30 minutes before Mass 

   
              DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
       2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
                Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

Fourth Sunday Of Lent    ~   March 22,  2020
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        4th Sunday of Lent • John 9:1-41 • The Man Born Blind 
had been ordained a priest, but had – as he put it — “crashed and burned” in his vocation. 
 The priest from New York talked with him for a few minutes, and then had to go. He promised the beggar that he would pray for him. But he 
was shaken by what he had seen. 
 That afternoon, this priest attended a function that concluded with a chance to meet the pope. As he stood in a receiving line and took John 
Paul’s hand, he told him about the man he’d met outside the church and whispered, “Please, pray for this man, because he’s lost.” The pope 
nodded and assured him he would. 
 The next day, to his amazement, the priest got a call from the Pope’s secretary. The Holy Father, he said, was hosting a dinner and wanted to 
invite the priest, along with the other priest, the beggar. Stunned, the priest agreed, and quickly went back to the Church and found the beggar 
and told him what had happened. 
 The beggar said, “No, I can’t.” The priest insisted, and promised to make him presentable. He took the man to his room, where he was able 
to take a shower, and shave put on some clean clothes. 
 Then they went to dinner with the Pope – surely, the best meal the man had enjoyed in months. Just before dessert, the Holy Father asked 
everyone else to leave the room, so he could be alone with the beggar. They did, and waited outside. After about 15 minutes, they were invited 
back into the dining room. Shortly after that, they all said goodnight, and the beggar and the priest walked back to the hotel. 
 The priest said: “I have to ask you: what happened in there?” 
 And the beggar stopped in his tracks, still amazed at the experience. “He asked me,” the man said, “to hear his confession. I said to him, ‘But 
I’m not a priest anymore. I’m a beggar.’ And the Holy Father took my hands in his and looked at me and said, ‘So am I. We are all beggars before 
the Lord.’” 
 The man tried to explain that he was not in good standing with the Church. But the pope said: “Once a priest, always a priest. I’m the Vicar 
of Christ and the Bishop of Rome. I can re-instate you now. ”                     (Continued on the back page.) 

 Today’s Gospel begins with an encounter 
between Christ and a blind beggar. So I want to 
start off with a story of another beggar — a story  
in fact, involving Pope John Paul. 
 Several years ago, a priest from the 
Archdiocese of New York was visiting Rome. As 
he was walking into a church to pray, he noticed 
a beggar at the door. Something looked vaguely 
familiar about him. As he began to pray, he 
realized what it was. 
 He went back outside. “Excuse me,” he 
said to the beggar. “Do I know you?” “Yes,” the 
beggar said.. “I think you do.” It turns out, the 
beggar had been in the seminary  with  him.  He
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com  

R.C.I.A. 
SUNDAY, March 22, 2020 

  New Participants are always welcome! 
(Suspended until further notice.)

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
  March 14, 15, 2020:   $2,486.40 
  BREAD SALES:    $2,013.00 
  March 7, 8, 2020:   $5,041.37 

MAHALO! 

We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 
talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

(Suspended until further notice.)

CCD Bible Study Class

            DAILY MASS VIEWING 
  

    Online   computer   streaming   of   Daily    Mass    is 
    available for viewing through the Church’s website.  
    Log on to the website by using the following link: 

 www.ssccpali.net 
 At the main page, click on Liturgy. To begin viewing, click on the 
white arrow as seen in the image below: 

 After Mass begins you may also watch it on YouTube by clicking 
on the word YouTube, or enlarging the viewing area by clicking on the 
last white box in the lower right corner. 

Questions? eMail: kawaihau@me.com 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
(Suspended until 
further notice.)

HOW DID THE APOSTLES DIE? 
(Continued from last week.) 

Saints James the Greater and his brother, John, “Sons of 
Thunder”. James was the first Apostle to be martyred. He was a victim 
of Herod Agrippa who seized him when he was in Jerusalem in the 
year 42 and had him beheaded. James preached the Faith in Spain 
where Our Lady bilocated to encourage him, appearing to him on a 
pillar, and telling him what a great harvest would later follow his 
planting of the seed in that land. John, the youngest Apostle, was the 
only one not martyred. However, in the year 95, he was taken 
prisoner at Ephesus and sent to trial in Rome. Sentenced to death, he 
was boiled in oil before the Latin gate. He was miraculously preserved 
from the burning, yet he did feel the pain. The miracle moved the 
emperor to nullify the death sentence and to send him into exile to 
the island of Patmos. He was later freed and died at Ephesus in the 
year 100 when he was eighty-eight years old. Saint Robert Bellarmine, 
based on the fact that there are no relics of the Beloved Apostle, 
assures us that his body was assumed into heaven. 

Saints Simon, Jude, and James the Less, brothers, cousins of Our 
Lord. Simon, the Zealot, preached the Faith in Persia together with 
his brother, Jude. Saint Simon was crucified at Edessa in the year 67. 
Saint Jude, likewise, was martyred that same year in Persia. Jude was 
clubbed to  death.  He  was  also  named  Thaddeus  “big hearted”  to 
(Continued on back page—Page 4)             catholicism.org 

  

BISHOP’S EPISCOPAL VISIT 
 Our scheduled March 28 workshop/meeting is cancelled per Bishop 
Larry Silva’s instructions. We will schedule another group meeting (face-to-
face) when the Bishop advises that things are under control and we can 
resume our “Parish Life”. However, in the meantime, if you could continue 
to work on your ministry survey requests that I sent out in early February 
and email them to me I’d be very grateful. Thank you to those that have 
sent them in – I appreciate all the work you have put into these ministry 
surveys – they are very well done. 
 In addition, please send me any ideas you  might have on revising our “ 
Vision” statement. I have received a couple ideas and as soon as I receive a 
few more I’ll send them out to you. Please continue to work on gathering 
any more information that you can that would help in the preparation of 
our “self-study” report for the Bishop’s Episcopal Visit. 
 On a side note – Father has opened the Chapel from 9:00 am – 12:00 
noon daily for prayer and please remember the importance of maintaining 
“social distance” while in the chapel. And don’t forget that daily and Sunday 
mass will be live-streamed. I’ve attached a schedule for your reference. 
 Thank you again for all your support. If you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call me at 294-2893. 
 God Bless & Aloha, 
 Patti Silva

http://catholicism.org
mailto:randy.tom0972@gmail.com
http://catholicism.org
http://www.ssccpali.net
http://www.ssccpali.net
mailto:randy.tom0972@gmail.com


  

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth Asato, Ron &  Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, 
Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph & Priscilla 
Chang, Doreen &  Francis Chia, Betty &  Albert Chong, Sam Chun, 
Steve Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Karen Lee, 
Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack 
Wong, Don Yee

Sunday, March 22 
7:15 A.M. Mass 
♰ Jack Wong 
♰ Marian Weng 
♰  Betty Lowe 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Christine Joahim 

9:30 A.M. Mass 
♰ Vera Ashitomi 
♰ Karen Lee 

♰ Salvador Solidum 
♰ Sam Chun 
♰ Steve Aki 

♰  Rufina & Romana Baron 
Birthday Blessings For: 

Zachary Tamayo 
♰  Gussie Jordan 
♰  Rosario Bautista 

Monday, March 23 
8:00 AM Communion Service 

For the Souls In Purgatory 

Tuesday, March 24 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰ Diane Spieler 

Wednesday, March 25 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰ Mac Patray 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Maris Ho 
Kay Fuji 

Thursday, March 26 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

♰  For the Deceased Of The Parish 

Friday, March 27 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰ Beatrice Tom 

Saturday, March 28 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Don Yee 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

♰  Ron Asato 
♰  Rosario Bautista 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Nancy Asato, Margaret Robello, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, 
Richard Wong.

“Living Faith”  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, March 21, 2020 
www.living faith.com

The Heart of the Matter 

 Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the 
appearance, but the Lord looks into the heart. 1 Samuel 16:7 

 While contemporary society discourages it, judging someone is 
not always a terrible thing There is a place for what we call “good 
judgment.” After all, there are people with evil intent in society. 

 Obviously, it’s not wise to befriend someone in a dark alley in a 
crime-riddled neighborhood. Is it less than Christian to be wary of 
the person approaching us on the street asking for money? They 
may simply be in need. But while we know that everyone is a child 
of God, we can’t see into their heart the way that God can. So, what 
can we do? 

 If we are to truly live the gospel, then turning our back is not an 
option. We can take the time, in silence and prayer, to look into our 
own hearts. We can seek to root out our own evils and prejudices. 
We can pray for all those in need and then find ways to confidently 
(yet prudently) reach out to them. 
  

 Lord, help me to purify my heart today. 

~ Terence Hegarty

“Living Faith”  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 
www.living faith.com

Apostolic See/Holy See of Peter 
 A See is a seat of authority, from the Latin sede. Jesus said the 
Pharisees sat on the chair of Moses (Mt. 23:2f ). Judges sit on a bench, 
representing the authority of the state. Professors hold chairs of academic 
authority. And in the Church bishops possess chairs of spiritual authority. 
Thus, a diocese is called a See. The Roman diocese has been called the 
Apostolic See from ancient times. It is the seat of authority of the chief 
Apostle Peter and where the Apostles Peter and Paul were martyred. It is 
the Holy See, since its bishop has Christ’s authority over holy things. These 
expressions apply not only to the Pope, but also to those who assist him in 
governing the universal Church. [Code of Canon Law c. 361] 

ewtn.com

            For the Love of God 
 For it is love that I desire, not sacrifice, and knowledge of    
God rather than burnt offerings.  Hosea 6:6 

 Burnt offerings are easy to make during Lent. 
 I’m not talking about slaying goats or lambs or even doves. I’m 
talking about those things we offer that don’t really affect our lives. 
Maybe it’s giving up that television show you’ll binge-watch eventually 
or going a charitable contribution that doesn’t pinch you. We make 
them “poof!” After Easter, they’re gone. 

 Our love for God is scarier. It involves us saying yes to something 
that is going to shake up our life, whether that’s adding daily Mass, 
abstaining from social media or committing to a weekly morning or 
afternoon of service for those who live on society’s margins. It’s 
trusting that when you are loyal to him, the person you become will 
be more pleasing to him—and to yourself. Regardless of how your 
Lent has gone so far, consider the ways you can add knowledge of 
God’s love to your practice today. 

 Jesus, help me make my sacrifice genuine like yours. 

~ Melanie Rigney

http://www.livingfaith.com
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DAILY  READINGS 

   Monday, March 23 
 ISAIAH 65:17-21 

Tuesday, March 24 
EZEKIEL 47:1-9, 12 

     Wednesday, March 25 
ISAIAH 7:10-14; 8:10 

The Annunciation Of The Lord 

   Thursday, March 26  
     EXODUS 32: 7-14 

Friday, March 27 
WISDOM 2:1, 12-22 

  Saturday, March 28 
  JEREMIAH 11:18-20 

ewtn.com 

SUNDAY 
March 29, 2020 

Fifth Sunday Of Lent˝

BREAKING BREAD 
FIRST READING 
Ezekiel 37:12-14(34A 

Page 90 

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM 

With the Lord there is mercy and 
fullness of redemption. 

The Page 91 

SECOND READING 
Romans:8:8-11 

Page 91 
                          

GOSPEL 
John 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 

33b-45  
 Page 92, 93 

HOW DID THE APOSTLES DIE? 

(Continued from 2nd page)

distinguish him from Judas the traitor. Saint James 
the Less was martyred in the year 62. He was 
chosen by Jesus to be the first bishop of Jerusalem 
and he remained there permanently in order to 
save a remnant of the Jews. The ancients of the 
Jews, however, tired of his preaching and they took 
him to the pinnacle of the temple and told him to 
renounce Christ before all the people who were 
gathered below. Having none of that, he rather 
preached Christ crucified as Savior, and they cast 
him off from his pulpit. Still living after he hit the 
ground, a vicious fuller smashed his brains out with 
a club. Called even by the Jews, “the Just”, 
Josephus, the Jewish historian and a contemporary, 
wrote that the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans in the year 70 was a punishment, not for 
the Deicide killing of Christ, but for the killing of 
James the Just. 

Saint Philip. Philip was a disciple of  Saint John 
the Baptist. After John testified that Jesus, the Lamb 
of God, was the Savior, Jesus found Philip and said 
to him: “Come, follow me.” And he did. Philip, 
then, came to Nathanael and said to him: “We have 
found him of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets did write, Jesus the son of Joseph of 
Nazareth” ( John 1:45). Nathanael would be an 
Apostle, too. His Greek name is Bartholomew. 
Philip preached the Faith in Greece and he was 
martyred at Hierapolis in Persia in the year 62. Like 
Saint Peter, he was crucified upside-down. 

Saint Bartholomew (or Nathanael) was 
introduced to Our Lord by Philip. Upon seeing 
Bartholomew Jesus said to him: “Behold an 
Israelite in who there is no guile. Nathanael saith to 
him: Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered, 
and said to him: Before that Philip called thee, 
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 
Nathanael answered him, and said: Rabbi, thou art 
the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel” ( John 
1:47-49). Bartholomew was a nobleman, his name 
means “son of Ptolemy”. He preached the Faith as 
far away as India. He returned after that to Asia 
Minor and was martyred later by being skinned 
alive in Armenia in the year 72.     (To be continued.) 

The Man Born Blind (Continued) 
 Well, the beggar couldn’t refuse. And at that 
moment, in that room, he heard the confession of the 
pope. 
 The beggar-priest had barely finished offering 
absolution before he dropped to his knees in tears. 
“Holy Father,” he said, “will you please hear my 
Confession?” And he did. 
 When they were done, the pope told him to 
return to the Church where he had been begging, 
and report to the pastor. He would serve as a priest 
there, with a special ministry to the poor of Rome. 
 And that is what happened. It is said that the 
beggar who heard the pope’s confession still serves at 
the church in Rome. 
 “We are all beggars,” the pope said. Like the man 
in today’s gospel. So, this Lent, ask yourself: what am 
I begging for? Maybe we are begging for compassion. 
For mercy. For peace of mind. Maybe we are hungry 
for love. And like the beggar in the gospel, we may 
also be blind – craving clarity, and understanding. 
Wanting simply to see. 
 But in the middle of our begging, in the middle 
of our darkness, Christ touches us — and our world is 
flooded with light. 
 This gospel is about discovery. One man receives 
the gift of sight. As the story unfolds, light dawns, and 
with each confrontation and each conversation, he 
gains more understanding of just who gave him that 
gift. At the end, for the first time, he sees — really 
sees. 
 I think the priest-beggar was also given the gift of 
sight – the ability to see anew who he was and what 
he was meant to do. Whether he realized it or not, he 
was begging for more than money. 
 He was begging for grace. 
 But aren’t we all? 
 This morning, we pray for the grace to see more 
clearly, to understand more deeply, to live more 
faithfully. And we join our prayers in a special way 
with those of the elect before us, the men and women 
of the RCIA process. Together, we come before God, 
hands outstretched, asking to have our hungers 
satisfied, our yearnings fulfilled – asking God to give 
us what He knows we need. 
 “We are all beggars before the Lord.” 
 In these final weeks of Lent, let us pray to be 
open to what He has to give – to let Him touch us, 
and flood our lives with light. 

 From The Deacon's Bench by Deacon Greg Kendra

“If you should fail, be humble, 
make a re so lu t ion to be 
submissive to God’s will and then 
get up, and carry on.” 

~ St. Padre Pio

Wherever people are 
suffering make it your 
task to serve them.   

~ St. Pope John Paul II
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