
 

    

   
 

  

❖  A Catholic Community ❖
Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture and 
sustain our faith through Love, Service and 

Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
Holy Rosary 30 minutes before Mass 

   
              DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
       2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
                Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

Fifth Sunday Of Lent    ~   March 29,  2020
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Jesus’ raising of Lazarus from the Dead 
 The readings for mass today are very powerful, 
beautiful and profound.  Other than Jesus’ own 
passion, death and resurrection, there is no other 
story in the gospels as profoundly beautiful as this 
account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. The 
other readings for mass today pale in comparison to 
the gospel.  How can anything else compare to the 
account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead?  
Mankind had never seen someone come back from 
the dead, especially after four days in the grave. 
 At the very beginning of today’s gospel, Saint 
John began his account of this story, by telling us that 
Lazarus was the brother of Mary and Martha.  It says 
that “Mary was the one who had anointed the Lord 
with perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair.”  
This one sentence is worth pausing to think about for 
a moment, for many reasons.  When the Pharisees 
questioned Jesus about this beautiful and loving act, 
he told them to leave Mary  alone,  the  expensive  oil

she had anointed him with was to prepare him beforehand for his burial.   You can’t help but wonder if Jesus remembered Mary’s beautiful act 
of love for him, when he learned that Lazarus was gravely ill, and realized that he would soon die? 
 The gospel said that, “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.”  Evidently, Jesus had a close relationship with their family.  That’s 
pretty amazing, given the fact that Mary was labeled a great sinner by the Pharisees, and probably was not part of the main stream Jewish 
community.  Christ chose this “great sinner” who lived on the fringes of society, to be close friends with, and included Mary’s sister Martha, 
and their brother Lazarus.  This was not a superficial relationship.  Jesus’ friendship with this family should give us all hope that we do not 
have to be perfect, or without any sin, in order to enter into a deep friendship with Christ.  Our past does not matter to Jesus, but our hearts 
do.  If we have turned from the things of the past and seek Jesus, we too, can enter into a deep and personal relationship with him. 
 Throughout the rest of the gospel, Jesus’ humanity and divinity are so interwoven. Jesus already knew that Lazarus had died and that he 
would raise him from the dead, and yet the gospel said that he became perturbed, deeply troubled and wept.  Jesus saw Mary weeping and 
the Jews who were with her weeping, and the human side of him was deeply affected.  Why do so many people blame God for their suffering?  
There are people who lose their faith in Jesus because they think he doesn’t care about them, or their suffering, but today’s gospel very clearly 
demonstrates otherwise. 
 The gospel says that Jesus was perturbed again when he arrived at Lazarus’s tomb.  He didn’t hesitate though.    Jesus  told  them  to  take  

(Continued on back page.)
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com  

R.C.I.A. 
SUNDAY, March 22, 2020 

  New Participants are always welcome! 
(Suspended until further notice.)

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
  March 21, 22, 2020:   $1,470.00 
  March 14, 15, 2020:   $2,486.40 

MAHALO! 

We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 
talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

(Suspended until further notice.)

CCD Bible Study Class

            DAILY MASS VIEWING 
  

    Online   computer   streaming   of   Daily    Mass    is 
    available for viewing through the Church’s website.  
    Log on to the website by using the following link: 

 www.ssccpali.net 
 At the main page, click on Liturgy. To begin viewing, click on the 
white arrow as seen in the image below: 

 After Mass begins you may also watch it on YouTube by clicking 
on the word YouTube, or enlarging the viewing area by clicking on the 
last white box in the lower right corner. 

Questions? eMail: kawaihau@me.com 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
(Suspended until 
further notice.)

HOW DID THE APOSTLES DIE? 
(Continued from last week.) 

catholicism.org 

Saint Matthew, another Apostle with a Greek name (Gift of God), as 
also were Andrew, Philip, and Bartholomew, was a publican, a tax 
collector in Capharnaum, the city of Peter and Andrew. His Hebrew 
name was Levi. (Peter’s Jewish name was Simon Bar Jona. Jesus changed 
his name to Cephas in Aramaic, which means “rock.”) Matthew left his 
custom house immediately after Jesus called him: “Come, follow me.” 
He wrote the first of the Gospels. He wrote it for the Jews. It is filled 
with citations from the Old Testament prophecies. Matthew preached the 
Faith in Africa and was martyred in the year 65 in Ethiopia while offering 
Mass. 

Saint Thomas (also called Didymus, which means “the twin.”)  Saint 
Thomas was not there when Our Lord first appeared to the Apostles 
after His Resurrection. Thomas doubted; in fact, he went so far as to 
protest: “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe” ( John 20:25). When Jesus came to His Apostles the second 
time, Thomas was there. “Then he saith to Thomas: Put in thy finger 
hither, and see my hands; and bring hither thy hand, and put it into my 
side; and be not faithless, but believing” Thomas then said to Him “My 
Lord and My God” ( John 20:27). Saint Thomas preached the Faith in 
Persia and India. He was miraculously transported back to Jerusalem 
three days after Our Lady died.    (Continued on back page) 

M E D I T A T I O N  O F  T H E  D A Y 
Come Forth!

 Where have you laid him? They lead him to the place…The fate of 
the world is at stake as death and the Lord stand face to face. Jesus 
commands that the stone be rolled away. Martha reminds him of the 
four days that have passed since burial. Have I not told you that if you 
believe you shall behold the glory of God? She believes but does not 
comprehend. Jesus stands alone with all that he is, the only one 
intrinsically alive among so many mortals, hence also the only one who 
really knows what death means. He must break this dark power… 
 Turning to his Father, he praises him for the unheard-of power 
about to manifest itself; then he cries with a loud voice: Lazarus, come 
forth! With a loud voice—why? In Naim it had been so easy, and at the 
bedside of the little girl a quiet word had sufficed. Why then the cry and 
the huge gesture? We recall the same nightly cry from the cross between 
the last word and death (Lk 23:46). Both issued from the same heart, the 
same calling, and are one and the same act. Here though is not only the 
miracle of resuscitation from death; behind the visible event, deep in the 
last recesses of the spirit, rages a battle…It is against the enemy of 
salvation that Jesus warns. Christ conquers death by conquering him 
who reigns in death: Satan.            ~ The Magnificat

mailto:randy.tom0972@gmail.com
http://www.ssccpali.net
http://www.ssccpali.net
mailto:randy.tom0972@gmail.com
http://catholicism.org
http://catholicism.org


  

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth Asato, Ron &  Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, 
Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph & Priscilla 
Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, 
Steve Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Karen Lee, 
Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, 
Jack Wong, Don Yee

Sunday, March 29 
7:15 A.M. Mass 
♰ Jack Wong 
♰ Marian Wong 

9:30 A.M. Mass 
♰ Vera Ashitomi 
♰ Karen Lee 

♰ Salvador Solidum 
♰ Sam Chun 
♰ Steve Aki 

Healing Prayers For: 
Catherine Choo 

♰ Rufina & Romana Baron 

Monday, March 30 
8:00 AM Communion Service 

48th Wedding Anniversary 
Blessings For: 

Frank & Ginny Jordan 

Tuesday, March 31 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Lake Furukawa 
Nathan Jochim 

Wednesday, April 1 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Ben Ladrillono 

Healing Prayers For: 
Mary Souza 

Thursday, April 2 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

♰  For the Sick Of The Parish 

Friday, April 3 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Valerie Lui-Kwan 

Saturday, April 4 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Don Yee 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

♰  Betty Lowe 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Nancy Asato, Margaret Robello, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, 
Richard Wong.

“Living Faith”  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, March 28, 2020 
www.living faith.com

        Never Ending 

 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live…” 
John 11:25 

 When two people deeply love each other, they never want their 
love to end. I think that’s one of the best experiences we can ever 
have. And it’s open to every one of us! Our desire for permanence, 
at its best, is a sign of a vibrant love, one that reaches out to heaven. 
It’s also a sign of the way God loves us. We are so important to God 
that God desires to be together with us in an intimate relationship 
that will grow and never end. Our resurrection is the way God 
brings this about. 
 Years ago I read these words on a sign: “This life is good, but 
the best is yet to come!” I never forgot it. God offers us a 
resurrected future full of incredible beauty and joy. But then, what 
else would you expect a loving God to do? 
 Thank you, Lord, for your incredible, unending love. 

 ~ Fr. Kenneth E. Grabner, C.S.C. 
 Fr. Ken Grabner is a Holy Cross priest and chaplain at Holy Cross Village at 
Notre Dame. He is the author of books and many articles on the spiritual life. 

“Living Faith”  
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 
www.living faith.com

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 Two of my favorite sayings are, "You're not dead till you're dead," 
and, "Think outside the box; you'll have eternity to be inside the box.” 
 This Sunday's readings focus on graves, the depths and death, but 
they really are about life. We all know people who are old before their 
time, people whose get-up-and-go got up and went, and people who 
act like the living dead. Many reasons exist for dispiritedness. And then 
we know people who are full of energy, who have a passion and zest 
for life, and who in the winter years of life remain ever green, ever 
hopeful, always enchanted with the gift of the moment. They have 
never lost the wonder and playfulness of the inner child who beckons 
them onward to new adventures and new relationships 

            Division  and  Order 
 So a division occurred in the crowd because of him. 
John 7:43 

 We might expect such a thing to be said of a thief, a liar or a 
swindler. We might expect that people were divided because of him. 
But in this gospel, friends and neighbors end up quarreling, not over 
an evildoer, but over God himself who has come among them in the 
person of Jesus. 

 When God comes in, we are not always prepared to welcome him 
and accept the medicine he brings. Often, as in todays reading, he 
comes doing, saying and showing all sorts of things that we do not 
expect and may very well dislike. He disturbs our order. How else 
could he bring about a new order? Lent is like that. The old order of 
our painful and hurtful ways is shaken up, as healing and grace break 
in anew within and among us. Never before has anyone spoken like 
this One. Come let us listen and be changed. 

 Teach us, Lord, to welcome you always and everywhere. 

~ Mary Marrocco
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DAILY  READINGS 

   Monday, March 30 
DANIEL 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 

33-62 

Tuesday, March 31 
NUMBERS 21:4-9 

     Wednesday, April 1 
DANIEL 3:14-20, 91-92, 95 

   Thursday, April 2  
    GENESIS 17:3-9 

St. Francis of Paola, Hermit 

Friday, April 3 
JEREMIAH 20:10-13 

  Saturday, April 4 
 EZEKIEL 37:21-28 

St. Isidore, Bishop & Doctor 

ewtn.com 

SUNDAY 
April 5, 2020 

PALM SUNDAY 
BREAKING BREAD 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 50:4-7 (38ABC) 

Page 96–97 

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM 

My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me? 

Page 97 

SECOND READING 
Philippians 2:6-11 

Page 97 
                          

GOSPEL 
The Passion of the Lord 
Matthew 26:14–27:66 or 27:11-54 

 Page 98—103 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Continued) 

 These types of people have discovered the flow 
of life, and they move with that flow. More 
importantly, they remain attuned to that inner life-
giving spirit that is forever renewing all creation even 
in the midst of mass extinctions, pain and suffering 
associated with global climate crisis. The spirits of our 
ancestors — human and non-human — remain alive in 
union with that sacred spirit breathed into all 
creation. This sacred spirit wants nothing more than 
to breathe new life into that which is seemingly dying 
or has already died, if only people are willing to allow 
the stones of their entombed lives to be rolled away. 

 Such is the call heard in the readings from 
Ezekiel, Paul and John. What are the stones in our 
own lives that need to be rolled away so that graves 
can become pregnant wombs and not tombs, 
whereby the gasps of death give way to the pangs of 
birth and a full flourishing of life that knows no age 
limits?   

 The Gospel reading picks up imagery from the 
Ezekiel reading and continues the theme of the spirit 
as the impetus undergirding the renewal and 
restoration of life. Lazarus has died. His sisters Mary 
and Martha are totally distraught and angry with 
Jesus, whom they believe could have done something 
to prevent Lazarus from dying. When Jesus does 
arrive on the scene, he has the gravestone rolled 
away, and through the power of the divine indwelling 
within him, he is able to restore Lazarus to life. 
Lazarus' experience is not a resurrection. 
Resurrection presumes a qualitative change in the 
human body. 

 Today’s readings emphasize the spirit's role in 
our lives. Dare we allow the stones that encase and 
entomb the spirit be rolled away so that the spirit can 
be the life-giving force and transformative energy it is 
meant to be?  No one is dead until they are dead, and 
life becomes interesting when lived outside the box. 

 [Carol J. Dempsey is a Dominican Sister of 
Caldwell, New Jersey, and professor of biblical 
studies at the University of Portland, Oregon.] 

~ National Catholic Reporter

JESUS’ RAISING OF LAZARUS 
(Continued from main page) 

the stone away. Jesus never even had to touch 
Lazarus in order to raise him from the dead. But, did 
you notice that the very first thing Jesus did, was to 
pray to his Father?  Jesus did this many times in the 
gospels before a major miracle, a simple meal, or 
before he made an important decision like choosing 
the twelve apostles, or before he accepted his 
suffering and death during the agony in the garden.  
Prayer was such an integral part of his life. So many 
times we charge off and do whatever we feel like is 
right, without ever even consulting God.  Jesus always 
sought his Father’s help, support, and guidance and 
we should too, before we make any major decision in 
our lives. 
 The miracle Jesus performed in raising Lazarus 
from the dead was not just for the benefit of Mary and 
Martha though.  Jesus’ miracles were for the whole 
community to know that he really was the son of the 
living God, and that God’s true presence was among 
them.  The gospel said that after this miracle, many of 
the Jews who had come to be with Mary and Martha, 
and had seen Jesus perform this miracle, came to 
believe that Jesus truly was the son of God. 
 Can you even begin to imagine what it must have 
been like to see Lazarus walk out of his tomb?  If Jesus 
could raise Lazarus from the dead, and conquer his 
own death when he rose from the grave on Easter 
morning, there is no doubt that Jesus will raise us 
from the dead one day as well.  He has power over life 
and death, and we need not fear death as long as 
Jesus is by our side. 
 Death is but a doorway into eternal life.  We need 
not fear the other side.  Jesus is waiting for us there.  
He proved to all of us that there is life after death, by 
bringing Lazarus back from the dead and by rising 
from his own grave on Easter morning.  This is the 
Good News that all of mankind longs to hear.  Death 
does not have the final say.  Jesus Christ does. 

acatholic.org 

HOW DID THE APOSTLES DIE? 

(Continued from 2nd page)

Saint Matthias, who replaced Judas. Matthias was 
one of the seventy-two disciples of Our Lord. He was 
chosen by the Holy Ghost, by lot, to replace Judas 
and keep the sacrosanct number of twelve for the 
original Apostolic college. To qualify he had to have 
been with Jesus from the beginning of His public 
ministry and been a witness to His Resurrection. He 
preached the Faith first in Judaea, then Cappadocia, 
and finally in the northern most regions of Asia Minor 
near the Caspian Sea. Two traditions come down to us 
regarding his martyrdom in the year 65. One has it 
that he was crucified, another that he was hacked to 
death. 

“Have courage and do not 
fear the assaults of the Devil. 
Remember this forever; it is a 
healthy sign if the devil 
shouts and roars around your

conscience, since this shows that he is not 
inside your will. 

~ St. Padre Pio
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