
 

    

 

   

  

❖  A Catholic Community ❖
Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture and 
sustain our faith through Love, Service and 

Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
Holy Rosary 30 minutes before Mass 

   
              DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
       2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
                Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

PALM SUNDAY   ~   Of The Passion Of The Lord    ~   APRIL 5,  2020S 
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T oday may be the most overwhelming day of the overwhelming holy week to come. Palm Sunday takes us step-by-step through Jesus' 
last days and then leaves us holding emptiness, seeing only death. The church calls this day Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion, an 
inelegant mouthful that tells us exactly what's coming: high acclaim followed by treachery and tragedy. When we take it seriously, this 

week is too much to handle in just eight days. We need to choose a focus, knowing that every one of its moments and movements is 
sacramental and full of grace. 
 Let's start at the beginning. Jesus sends disciples into a village outside the Holy City to get the prearranged props for his entry into 
Jerusalem. Matthew reminds us that this fulfills ancient prophecies. The symbolism of it all ignited the people and they turned it into 
participative theater. They started a carousing liturgical 
procession in which the participants unwittingly 
proclaimed their faith in just exactly who Jesus was: 
the savior who appeared grandly humble midst the 
holy commoners. They praised him with abandon. 
 S impl ic i ty marked every detail — all the way to 
being a mockery of the pretentious parades of the 
powerful. Unlike victorious Roman generals who drove 
four-horse chariots through the city accompanied by 
slaves and prisoners of war, Jesus led the way for 
whoever freely joined the throng . Ins tead o f a 
warhorse bred through generations for strength 
and show, Jesus' mount was a mother donkey who 
wouldn't be separated from h e r f o a l . I n s t e a d o f 
flaunting imperial banners, the people waved tree 
branches, a burlesque of the feathered fans slaves 
had to keep in constant motion lest their masters 
break a sweat. 
 Yet, for all simplicity of its props, the paraders reveled in excess. In their excitement, mimicking Caiaphas who would soon rend his 
garments in anger at Jesus, people threw their cloaks down so that not even the donkey would sully her feet as she carried Jesus forth. 
 On top of it all there were shouts and singing, a spontaneous chorus crying out phrases from the Psalms, moving into unison as they 
acclaimed the Son of David. 
 “Hosanna!" 
 "Hosanna!" is a cry of praise precisely because it means "Save us now!" Shouting "Hosanna!" says, "Jesus is the way and the truth!" It is a 
cheer for this man whose power is love, healing and forgiveness. "Hosanna" proclaims, "You are the one who saves!” 
 Caught up in the moment, this crowd gets it right. If God ever wants human praise, it is this sort. Simple people and anyone else unafraid 
to identify with them, caught up together in an extravagant liturgy of hope and devotion. These were ordinary folk, joyfully asking God to be 
God for them.                            

 (Continued on back page.) 
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com  

R.C.I.A. 
SUNDAY, April 5, 2020 

  New Participants are always welcome! 
(Suspended until further notice.)

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
(Suspended until further notice.) 

MAHALO! 

We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 
talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

(Suspended until further notice.)

CCD Bible Study Class

CHOIR PRACTICE 
(Suspended until 
further notice.)

WHOM THE GODS WOULD DESTROY 
THEY FIRST MAKE MAD 

Gary Potter  ~  catholicism.org 

 There is one thing about the future that can be predicted with absolute 
certainty. It is that everybody reading these lines will one day die, as will 
their author, and I rather sooner than most of you because I am in my 
eighties and most of you are bound to be younger, and it is in the nature of 
things that older persons die sooner. 

 It may also be supposed that most readers who are regular visitors to 
this website are Catholic. It is something else we have in common, and the 
fact of it ought to endow all of us with a real measure of equanimity 
compared to the evident emotional state of many other Americans in these 
days when fear of the COVID-19 pandemic has them by the throat. After all, 
we know that even were this virus to kill us, it would not be the end of our 
life. Our belief that it would not is something we affirm in our daily recital of 
the Creed. We believe in “life everlasting.” 

 As for the emotional state and behavior of others, they put me in mind 
of a line in Sophocles’ play Antigone that has been echoed by many writers 
over the centuries: “Whom the gods would destroy they first make mad.” In 
the context of Antigone what was meant is that evil appears as good to 
those whom “the gods” will lead to destruction. 

 In the modern pantheon the gods with the greatest number and most 
fervent devotees are not Zeus, Aphrodite and Apollo, but sex, money and 
power. These things are not evil in themselves. In truth, bent to their 
proper purpose they are goods, but like all goods, even including love, they 

Whom the gods would destroy they first make mad (Continued) 
can be abused. In our day the abuse extends to the point of their becoming 
gods–false substitutes for the One True Trinitarian God to whom practicing 
Christians, formerly the majority of society everywhere in the West, cleave. 
 To my mind this suggests the question many are asking these days: Is 
COVID-19 a punishment inflicted by God? Maybe. I don’t know. But 
throughout the history of the People of God in both the Old and New 
Testaments, men of Faith always took public calamity to be a chastening call 
to conversion and repentance. We would all benefit if the idea we got out of 
calamities was “unless you shall do penance, you shall all likewise 
perish” (Luke 13:3). A passage from the prayer of Azarias, recorded in the 
prophesy of Daniel also comes to mind: “Wherefore all that thou hast 
brought upon us, and every thing that thou hast done to us, thou hast done 
in true judgment” (Daniel 3:31). The circumstances of this prayer should be 
kept in mind: the Jews had been violently uprooted from their land and 
held captive in Babylon. As if that were not bad enough, Azarias, with his 
two companions, found themselves cast into a fiery furnace. Their “crime” 
was failing to worship a pagan idol of the king of Babylon. Again, modern 
man’s crime is the opposite, for we have our idols. Don’t men set 
themselves up for trouble, including perhaps all the craziness attending the 
current crisis, as soon as they substitute false gods for the One who so 
loved them that He sent His only-begotten Son to redeem and save them? 
 What else may be said of this time of social distancing? Well, things 
could be worse. Yes, the Eucharist is not now available to millions of 
Catholics, but neither was it in England in 1600, or in France in 1793, or in 
Mexico in the 1920s, and in other places at other times, but a huge 
difference between now and then is that our priests are not now being 
killed and imprisoned by the governments in power here and abroad. 
 We’re having to “shelter in place”? I think of the women, children and 
old men living in the residential neighborhoods of every major German city 
when the U.S. and Britain purposely targeted them for saturation bombing 
in World War II. There was no shelter for them. Neither was there for the 
residents of Hiroshima and Nagasaki (where the largest Catholic church in 
Asia was ground zero). If God inflicts punishment in this world on men for 
their misdeeds, what about those millions we killed? As a people, we haven’t 
even acknowledged the sinfulness of it, much less repented. Need we even 
speak of the millions of innocent preborn babies who have been sacrificed 
on the altar of liberal democracy since abortion was made legal in the U.S. 
in 1973? Then there was phony Catholic Nancy Pelosi the other day trying to 
tack federal funding for abortion onto Congress’s economic relief package. 
She wouldn’t be the most powerful woman in U.S. history if voters hadn’t 
put her there. Indeed, whom the gods would destroy they first make mad.  
           (Continued on back page.) 
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♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, 
Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph & 
Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, 
Sam Chun, Steve Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, 
Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Beatrice Tom, 
Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Clement Yee, Don Yee

Sunday, April 5 
7:15 A.M. Mass 
♰ Jack Wong 

9:30 A.M. Mass 
♰ Vera Ashitomi 
♰ Karen Lee 

♰ Salvador Solidum 
♰ Sam Chun 
♰ Steve Aki 

Monday, April 6 
8:00 AM Communion Service 

For The Deceased 
Of The Parish 

Tuesday, April 7 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Mary Souza 
♰  Clement Yee 

Wednesday, April 8 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
♰  Joseph Chang 

Thursday, April 9 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Frederick Ruis 
♰  Regina Ruis 

Friday, April 10 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

For The Homebound 
Of The Parish 

Saturday, April 11 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Don Yee 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

♰  Betty Lowe 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Nancy Asato, Margaret Robello, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, 
Richard Wong

Does God Send Us “Signs,” letting us know 
He has heard our prayers? You Decide.  

Photo Credit: Image by AD_Images from Pixabay 
—Looking into her eyes, he said, “There is Victory over Death.” 
 I recently attended a funeral Mass and during the few minutes before 
the Mass started, something extraordinary happened. I believe God sent a 
messenger to share with all those in attendance an affirmation of what we 
proclaim to believe; that there is Life after Death.  It all happened within a 
few moments, and it was entirely unexpected. How many people actually 
paid attention, I do not know. 
 The messenger’s name was Ann Marie. (interesting that Our Lady’s 
name is Mary and her mother’s name was Anne).  The usual protocol at a 
Catholic funeral Mass is that after the Mass ends, family and friends can get 
up and say a few words about the departed. At this Mass, Ann Marie went up 
to the ambo immediately before the Mass began. The funeral was for her 
dad, and she wanted to say a few words about him before the Mass started. 
 For those of us who have lost loved ones, incidents happen after their 
passing that some take as a “sign,” For example; a photo of the loved one 
suddenly falls from a shelf landing in front of us; a sudden smell of her 
perfume or his after-shave fills the room; a knock on the door and you find 
no one there. These incidents can sometimes give a person a message 
which they believe tells them, “All is well and not to worry.” The flip side is it 
can cause others to feel their loss even more while others may not pay any 
attention to them. Most times, “Signs” are just coincidences. 
 But the most prominent ‘signs’ seem to come from dreams. The 
primary manner that people receive “signs” are via dreams. The Bible has 
many stories of people having dreams. St. Joseph was visited three different 
times by the angel in his dreams. We know that it was a dream that saved 
the baby Messiah’s life. So, I believe, as do others, that we do receive 
“signs,” especially if we are experiencing significant personal loss. Often, 
these signs come to us in dreams. Maybe it is God’s way of helping us 
through our grief. 
 Ann Marie looked out over the now seated congregation and began to 
speak. Her demeanor was steady yet sad, and her voice was soft yet clear. 
She wanted to tell us about her dad.  She just spoke from her heart about a 
guy named Jerome Schreiber, who was called “Jerry” by everyone except 
 Ann Marie, who called him dad. 
* Jerry was born in 1926 in South Ozone Park, Queens in NYC. He 
worked for the Brooklyn Union Gas Company and was a mechanic for them 
until he retired. Jerry was a devout Catholic, a member of the Knights of 
Columbus, and was the type of man that helped make America the greatest 
country in the world. He was all about God, Family, and Country. 
* First, Ann Marie spoke of his kindness, gentleness, humility, 
compassion, and love for all people. Then she paused and told everyone 
about “The Dream.” 
* Two days after Jerry passed, Ann Marie had a dream. It was clear and 

(Continued on back page.)



DAILY  READINGS 

   Monday, April 6 
ISAIAH 42:1-7 

Tuesday, April 7 
ISAIAH 49:1-6 

     Wednesday, April 8 
ISAIAH 50:4-9 

   Thursday, April 9  
    EXODUS 12:1-8, 11-14 

HOLY THURSDAY 

Friday, April 10 
ISAIAH 52:13—53:12 

GOOD FRIDAY 

  Saturday, April 11 
GENESIS 1:1—2:2 
HOLY SATURDAY 

ewtn.com 

SUNDAY 
April 12, 2020 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 

BREAKING BREAD 
FIRST READING 

Acts of the Apostles: 10:34a, 37-43 
Page 144 

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM 

This is the day the Lord has 
made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

Page 145 

SECOND READING 
Colossians 3:1-4 

Page 145 
                          

GOSPEL 
John 20:1-9 
 Page 147 

Does God Send Us “Signs”…
(Continued) 

reward two days before, sent us all a message. It was a 
message we can love and embrace, a message that can 
reinforce and fortify our sometimes doubtful faith. 

 His daughter, Ann Marie, was gifted by a visit from 
her deceased dad who gave her the message. God’s 
grace told her to share it with us all. She did that and 
we, in turn, should share it with others. Let’s never 
forget, “There is Victory over Death.” 

 “For those who believe no explanation is 
necessary---For those who do not, none is possible.” St. 
Thomas Aquinas ~Larry Petersen    ~ catholic365.com 
            

WHOM THE GODS WOULD DESTROY…  
 Before I wind this up in another two or three 
paragraphs, let me observe that the current worldwide 
crisis has produced at least one excellent result. There is 
not today a single leader of any country blathering 
about the wonderfulness of open borders. Globalism 
has had it! Doubtless when the crisis is over the ilk of 
Emmanuel Macron, Angela Merkel, and Justin Trudeau 
will try to put Humpty-Dumpty back together again, but 
there is no way they will succeed. From Washington 
D.C. to Moscow and beyond, nationalist populism will 
be the dominant political force in the world for years to 
come. If only the Church were fully enough herself to 
play the role she should in this new dispensation! (Of 
course if she had been during the past fifty years, we 
wouldn’t be in the current mess.) 

 Some final thoughts: Don’t stay glued to the fear-
mongering broadcast and cable news media. Make 
better use of the time you now have at your disposal. It 
is an opportunity for all of us to deepen our prayer life. 
Really meditate on the Mysteries of the rosary. Take the 
opportunity to read the entirety of the New Testament if 
you never have. Read The Imitation of Christ, by 
Thomas Kempis if you never have. Pray for all the first 
responders in this crisis, including the people stocking 
the shelves in the markets and the truckers and 
railroad workers moving freight. Don’t forget to pray 
for those who succumb to the disease. Thanksgiving is 
also due for the priests hearing confessions and saying 
Masses in church parking lots. 

 Beware also. We should all be nervous about how 
politicians have taken control of our lives in the crisis. 
How much of it will they relinquish when the crisis is 
over? 

 God is in His Heaven and all things work to the 
good. Believing this – believing that however chaotic 
things may seem God understands all of it and is in 
control – is to have faith. Having faith produces an 
attitude, one of confidence. You know there is a higher 
purpose to life than having pleasure, money, power. 
Stick to that purpose. Have faith. Be confident.

PALM SUNDAY 
(Continued from main page) 

 The first Gospel we hear today invites us 
into holy excess. It urges us to let ourselves 

go in words and gestures that acclaim God for being 
God. 

 Remembering Jesus' procession into the Holy 
City also draws us to meditate on the mystery of the 
God whose incarnation in Jesus took on all the frailty 
and simplicity of our humanity. Singing "Hosanna!" 
we remember what Paul quoted to the Philippians: 
the Christ, our real savior, is one who "did not grasp 
at equality with God." We cry "Hosanna," to the one 
who countered the jealous sin of Adam and Eve, who 
sought nothing other than obedience to the God who 
gave him life. 

 "Hosanna" is a prayer of petition. It cries "Save 
us!" We join in today's procession to remember to 
whom we make that plea. When we wave our palms, 
we are acclaiming the savior who arrives on a 
borrowed donkey. When we sing "Hosanna," we join 
in mocking the powers of this world: the glitter, the 
luxury, the power to oppress. We sing "Hosanna" and 
ask to be with him and to be like him. 

 Picking up a palm branch makes us an official 
and public part of that procession. As we hold or wave 
or save that piece of palm, we should remember that 
in a year, we will burn it, and use the ashes to mark 
ourselves as people who did not live up to our side of 
the bargain when we cried "Save us!” 

 Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion ushers us into 
Holy Week. We process today, knowing what is 
coming at the end of the week. Unlike that day when 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem in the midst of an excited, 
but naïve crowd, we celebrate in memory of it all. As 
we process into the overwhelming liturgies of Holy 
Week, the challenge is to mean it when we sing 
"Hosanna!" We are asking to be one with him who 
emptied himself for us. 

 [Sr. Mary M. McGlone is currently serving on the 
congregational leadership team of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Carondelet.] 

Does God Send Us “Signs”… 
(Continued) 

vivid with perfect sound. She was in bed and her dad 
was standing at the front door of their house looking 
in from the outside. The light outside was brilliant 
and he was standing in it, smiling at Ann Marie. 
Looking into her eyes, through his smile, he said, 
“There is Victory over Death.” 

 On this day, in Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
Pinellas Park, FL…, Jerry Schreiber, a Catholic man 
who lived a life willed with the love of God, family, 
and  neighbor,  and  had  journeyed  to  his  heavenly 
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