
 

    

   

  

❖  A Catholic Community ❖
Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture 

and sustain our faith through Love, 
Service and Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary is said 30 minutes before Mass 

   
              DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
       2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
                Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER ~ FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY ~ APRIL 19,  2020S 
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com  

R.C.I.A. 
SUNDAY, April 19, 2020 

  New Participants are always welcome! 
(Suspended until further notice.)

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
    April 15: $2,919.00 
    April 10: $5,790.00 
    April 8: $4,130.00 
    April 7: $1,068.34  
    April 3: $9,350.00 

MAHALO! 

We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 
talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

(Suspended until further notice.)

CCD Bible Study Class

CHOIR PRACTICE 
(Suspended until 
further notice.)

FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY 
In February 1931 Jesus appeared to a Polish 
nun, Sr. Faustina Kawalska, and asked that the 
Sunday after Easter be celebrated as a Feast of 
Mercy and be preceded by a novena beginning 
on Good Friday. Jesus promised that those who 
go to confession and communion on that day 
will obtain a complete remission of all sin and 
all punishment due to sin. The novena begins 
on Good Friday and ends on the Sunday after 
Easter. In 2000 Pope John Paul added Divine 
Mercy Sunday to the calendar as a feast. He 

canonized Sr. Faustina on April 30, 2000, the Feast of Divine Mercy. 

The origin of the Feast of Divine 
Mercy, the Second Sunday after 

Easter, as revealed to 
St. Faustina. 

 Jesus said to Blessed Faustina Kowalska a 
Polish nun who died in 1938: 
 My daughter, Tell the whole world about My 
inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of 

Mercy be a refuge and a shelter for all souls, and especially for poor 

FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY (Continued) 
sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I 
pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach 
the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and 
receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins 
and punishment. On that day are open all the divine floodgates 
through which graces flow. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, 
even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no 
mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom throughout all 
eternity. Everything that exists has come forth from the very depths 
of My most tender mercy. 
 Every soul in its relation to Me will contemplate My love and 
mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My 
very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly 
celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have 
peace until it turns to the fount of my Mercy. 
 We can celebrate this "Mercy Sunday" by going to Confession 
(preferably before that Sunday) and by receiving Communion on 
that day. We can honor the mercy of the Lord by venerating the 
Image of The Divine Mercy, and by our prayers and works of mercy. 
              ~ catholicculture.org

ST. CATHERINE CHAPEL 
  
For those who wish to 
meditate, pray in silence, 
and be in the presence 
of our Risen Lord, the St. 
Catherine Chapel is 
open from 9:00 A.M. to 
12 Noon during the 
week. 

mailto:randy.tom0972@gmail.com
mailto:randy.tom0972@gmail.com
http://catholicculture.org
http://catholicculture.org


  

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Benito & 
Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, 
Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Steve Fujii, 
Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, 
Salvador Solidum, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Clement 
Yee, Don Yee

Sunday, April 19 
7:15 A.M. Mass 
♰ Jack Wong 

9:30 A.M. Mass 
♰ Vera Ashitomi 
♰ Karen Lee 

♰ Salvador Solidum 
♰ Sam Chun 
♰ Steve Aki 

Monday, April 20 
8:00 AM Communion Service 

For The Deceased 
Of The Parish 

Tuesday, April 21 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Mary Souza 
♰  Clement Yee 

Wednesday, April 22 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

For The Sick 
Of The Parish 

Thursday, April 23 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Frederick Ruis 
♰  Regina Ruis 

Friday, April 24 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

For The Homebound 
Of The Parish 

Saturday, April 25 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰  Don Yee 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

♰  Betty Lowe 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Nancy Asato, Margaret Robello, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Richard 
Wong

  

            A Breath of Reconciliation 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit.” John 20:21-22 

The disciples were hiding in a locked room when Jesus approached 
them, bearing the wounds of his crucifixion and offering his greeting 
of peace. He then sent them to be forces of reconciliation in the 
world. He breathed the Holy Spirit upon them, so that whose sins 
they forgive are forgiven. 

(Continued on page 4)

               Jesus Only  
There is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any 
other name under heaven given to the human race by which 
we are to be saved. Acts 4:12 
Jesus is the Savior. Not your parish priest, your favorite aunt, dynamic 
speaker or retreat master. For that matter not your favorite saint or 
mystic. Not you. Only Jesus saves. This is God’s design. All these 
spiritual people, including you, are small lanterns illuminating the 
way to Jesus, whose life is the template for our lives. 
 Sometimes we get distracted by the lanterns themselves. So we 
time our Mass and confession to get our favorite priest. We hold 
certain speakers and authors up on pedestals and follow them like 
groupies. We get so taken up with our favorite saint that we unduly 
press others to join in our devotion. In the fire of our religious zeal, 
we make other people’s souls our project, thinking we are 
responsible for their salvation.  
 Only Jesus saves. Go to him and ask how to repair your lantern. 

~ Jennifer Christ 
Jennifer Christ is a spiritual director in Milwaukee, WI. 

      Speaking as a Companion 

Observing the boldness of Peter and John and perceiving 
them to be uneducated, ordinary men, the leaders, elders, 
and scribes were amazed, and they recognized them as the 
companions of Jesus. Acts 4:13 
Have I ever been as bold as Peter and John? More often, I’m sorry to 
say, I have been silenced in the face of much less adversity. 
 What is it that keeps us silent? Or, at least, less-than-bold? 
Ridicule? Rejection? The fear of losing a friend? Perhaps even physical 
harm. All are legitimate concerns. But today’s first reading should 
embolden us since we are told that Peter and John were “uneducated, 
ordinary men.” Yet their example today is extraordinary. It should 
help us to be courageous, considering that their boldness came only 
days after they had essentially denied Jesus and scurried away in fear. 
 Our task isn’t necessarily to amaze people. What we are asked to 
do, what we should be inspired to strive for, is to be recognized as 
“companions of Jesus.” 
 Dear Jesus, may I never forget that I am your companion. 

~ Terence Hegarty 

“I am not sure exactly what heaven will be like, but I don’t know that 
when we die and it comes time for God to judge us, he will NOT ask, How 
many good things have you done in your life?, rather he will ask, How 
much LOVE did you put into what you did.?”          ~ Mother Teresa 

“Living Faith” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Friday, April 17 
www.living faith.com 

“Living Faith” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, April 18 
www.living faith.com 

“Living Faith” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 
April 19 ~Devine Mercy Sunday  

www.living faith.com 
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DAILY  READINGS 
   Monday, April 20 

ACTS 4:23-31 

Tuesday, April 21 
ACTS 4:32-37 

St. Anselm, Bishop & Doctor 

     Wednesday, April 22 
ACTS 5:17-26 

   Thursday, April 23 
    ACTS 5:27-33 

St. Adalbert, Bishop & St. George, 
Martyrs 

Friday, April 24 
REVELATION 3:7-8, 10-12 

St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest & 
Martyr 

  Saturday, April 25 
1 PETER 5:5-14 

St. Mark, Evangelist 

ewtn.com 

SUNDAY 
April 26, 2020 

3rd Sunday 
Of Easter 

BREAKING BREAD 
FIRST READING 

Acts of the Apostles 2:14, 22-33 
Page 150 

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM 

Lord you will show us the path of 
life. 

Page 151 

SECOND READING 
1 Peter 1:17-21 

Page 151 
                          

GOSPEL 
Luke 24:13-35 

Page 152 

IT IS OKAY TO MISS YOUR HOME PARISH (Cont.) 
It will all be okay. The Mass will be there for us once 

again. Christ will still be with us and excited to share in 
the Last Supper with us once again. Yet, going home and 
being home will be a wonderful feeling again! Until that 
time comes, we must continue to yearn deeper for the 
Eucharist and look for ways to deepen our relationship 
with Christ. 

A Breath of Reconciliation  
(Continued from Page 3) 

 What does it mean to me, as a disciple of Jesus, that 
he would come to me in the midst of my anxiety and 
fear, breathing peace? He says to go out from the locked 
room—wherever I hide from problems and discord—and 
make peace. 
 Peacemaking is a dance of relationship. It is 
conversation leading toward understanding. It is both an 
offering and a receiving of Jesus’ peace. Not everyone 
wants to be moved in this way. Sometimes I become 
impatient with it too. 
 Jesus, breathe with me in this movement of 
reconciliation. 

 ~ Elizabeth Duffy 

THE MERCY OF GOD 

 As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, 
intensely reflect upon the abundance of this gift 
that God wishes to pour forth upon us.  There is no 
limit to how much we are loved by our God of 
perfect mercy.  And today, on this the eighth day of 
Easter, we should especially be aware of the fact that 
the floodgates of Heaven are opened to us to an 
unimaginable degree.  Turn your eyes toward our 
merciful Lord and be open to all that He wishes to 
bestow. 
 Lord of Mercy, help me today to begin to 
understand what mercy is all about.  Help me to 
first be open to the mercy You wish to bestow upon 
me.  As I receive Your own Divine Mercy, help me 
also to be an instrument of that mercy for all to 
see.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

IT IS OKAY TO MISS YOUR HOME PARISH 
By Tess Shore      ~ catholic365.com 
  

 The first weekend with no public mass for most 
Catholic Churches in the United States seems to still 
hit one hard. However, while searching the internet 
looking for a Mass, I was bummed that I was not able 
to connect to my home parish. Many parishes do not 
have the capabilities to live stream the private Mass. 
Other parishes stopped the bulletin. Then, other 
parishes just closed the whole parish. It can be 
difficult to try to connect to your home parish. It is 
okay to miss your home parish. It is okay to be 
struggling with connecting to online Masses.  It is 
okay to feel like you are ready to throw in the towel. 

Like many, it is easy to beat yourself up because 
you are frustrated with connecting to your parish. It 
is easy to worry about what happens when Mass 
becomes available again. It is easy to feel angry. It is 
easy to not want to pray. It is easy to feel isolated 
from your parish. It is easy to feel hurt. It is easy to 
feel a host of emotions.  All of those emotions, all of 
those fears are okay. It is okay to feel those emotions. 
It is okay to worry about those fears. 
 However, let me tell you what is not okay. It is 
not okay to wallow in those feelings. It is not okay to 
not pray. It is not okay to put off praying. It is not 
okay to allow those emotions to eat you up inside. It 
is not okay to not leave everything at the cross. Most 
importantly, it is totally okay to miss your home 
parish. It is okay to miss Father telling a corny joke. It 
is okay to miss sitting in the pews and watching the 
family in front of you cringing at their infant daughter 
screaming during Mass. It is okay to miss the artwork 
in the church. Whatever you are missing about 
church, it will be there. 
 Everything we missed will be there. Yet, will we 
have a better appreciation for the things that we 
missed. Will we soak up the prayers a little more? Will 
we appreciate receiving Christ for the long time in a 
long time? Will we sing a little louder and actually 
participate in mass? Will we embrace the young 
family in front of us with the screaming child? Will we 
be a little more welcoming? Hopefully, our answers 
to these questions will be yes. Hopefully, we will see 
the love of Christ in each person who walks through 
those church doors. Hopefully, we will have etched 
onto our souls the fact that we truly missed Christ 
and our home parish. The hope of knowing that we 
will have the opportunity to be part of the Mass 
again. 
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“Living Faith” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 
April 19 ~Devine Mercy Sunday  

www.living faith.com 
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