
 
 

    

   

  
 

❖  A Catholic Community ❖
Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture 

and sustain our faith through Love, 
Service and Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary is said 30 minutes before Mass 

   
              DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
       2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
                Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 
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J esus said to his disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows him. But you know 
him, because he remains with you, and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and you will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I in 
you. Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
him and reveal myself to him.”
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com  

LAST WEEK: $4,470.00 
THIS WEEK:  $4,595.00 

CCD Bible Study Class
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M E D I T A T I O N   O F   T H E   D A Y 

Why  We Keep the Commandments 

A Christian is a disciple of the Lord who keeps his 
commandments, and if not…Jesus has said openly: He 
cannot be my disciple. 

 A Christian seeks God’s will, the happiness of others, and…the 
Church’s presence in today’s world. A Christian loves the cross of 
Christ and carries it in his or her life. A Christian is a living Credo, 
continuing Jesus’ work here on earth, and making the song of hope 
resound in the midst of the world’s trials. 

 Whatever difficulties may arise, the Christian remains God’s heir. 

 For love of Christ, a Christian accepts hatred if it comes… 

 The Holy Spirit dwells in and enlightens a Christian.  

 A Christian who is continually renewed makes Jesus’ revolution 
of love alive in his or her life. With the Church, a Christian lives the 
Passion of Christ in union with Mary, in the midst of critics, 
opposition, and that suffering which is destructive. 

 In a word, a Christian is a faithful reproduction of the life of 
Christ who causes all who see him or her to say, “There is Christ!” 

~ Venerable Francis Xavier Nguyen VanThuan 
Cardinal Nguyen Van Thuan (♰ 2002) was imprisoned by the Vietnamese 

government for thirteen years. 
~ Magnificat, May 2020 

The Calming of Our Storm (Continued) 

we willing to still tell God thank you for the time? While we may not be able 
to see the beautiful master piece, God knows exactly what he wants us to 
do. We just have the courage and faith to tell God that we believe in Him. 
We have to tell God that we trust He will carry us through this storm. 
 While none of us are dealing with the same experiences in isolation, we 
can all praise God and give Him thanksgiving. When we turn our focus on 
the goodness of God through this storm, then God will allow us to come 
out of this storm stronger and in better circumstances. We all can get 
through this isolation with God. However, the question becomes are we 
willing to come out of this isolation WITH God? Did we allow our isolation 
to make our faith stronger? 

~ Tess Shore ~ catholic365.com 

The Calming of Our Storm 
  

Photo Credit: Flickr Brantley Davidson #sunrise at sea of galilee 

T here is a story going across the internet about how we are all in the 
same storm, but different boats. This story makes me think about 
the Apostles on the Sea of Galilee with Jesus. Peter was losing it 

because he felt like the ship was going to sink and they were going to die. 
Jesus was sleeping and calm about the storm. While we do not know the 
feelings of the other Apostles, we can only imagine how they were feeling. 
 All of the Apostles were in the same boat and in the same storm. 
However, their boats of life experiences were completely different. Some of 
them were fishermen and must have experienced bad storms on the Sea of 
Galilee. Some of them might have been experiencing their first storm on 
the Sea of Galilee. 
 Looking at the storm of isolation, many of us have dealt with isolation 
for years. We have been stuck in a nursing home with no contact from the 
outside world. Our families do not visit us. Our only connection to the 
outside world is the staff. Then, there are the students who are 
experiencing isolation for the first time. The only connection to friends is 
Facetime or phone calls. We are experiencing the loss of the outside world. 
 Loss always brings a form of isolation because we do not know how to 
relate to others. This isolation is causing us to mourn the loss of our lives as 
we once knew. However, like Peter, we cannot walk out of this isolation 
without a faith in God. If we are not  going to have faith that Jesus will bring 
us through this isolation, then we, too, are going to be scolded by God for 
our lack of faith. In our trying times, God is going to provide for us. 
 At times, it is difficult to see the beauty in our storm. However, there is 
beauty in our storm. There is good coming out of our isolation period. Are 
we willing to see God during this period? Are we willing to still tell God 

We are grateful to all who continue to generously contribute their 
time, talent and treasure to our Parish Community.

The God Minute 
WANT TO FEEL CLOSER TO GOD? 

PRAYER MADE EASY 
 The God Minute is a daily prayer podcast to draw you closer to God. 
Led by a Catholic priest, it blends music, scripture and a short reflection 
into a calming 10-minute prayer that goes where you go. Listen with your 
coffee in the morning, on your daily commute, while taking a walk. See 
how easy and beautiful prayer can be.             ~ www.livingfaith.com 
 To listen to the podcast,, go to: www.thegodminute.org 
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♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Benito & 
Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, 
Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Steve Fujii, 
Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, 
Salvador Solidum, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Clement 
Yee, Don Yee

Sunday, May 17, 2020 
♰ Vera Ashitomi 
♰ Karen Lee 

♰ Salvador Solidum 
♰ Sam Chun 
♰ Steve Aki 

♰ Marge Clausen 
♰ Iver Clausen 
♰ David Liu 

Healing Prayers For: 
Bernard Ho (Get well soon!) 

Birthday Blessings For: 
♰ Ronald Kano 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Nancy Asato, Margaret Robello, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Richard 
Wong

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

 In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of love: “If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments.”  

 In another passage of the Bible according to Matthew, 
the Lord is asked, “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” Jesus answers, “Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest commandment.” It is first and greatest in that 
it represents the heartbeat of every one of the Commandments. 
 But Jesus is not finished yet because he then follows with, “And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

 In another Bible passage we read that a lawyer asks Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?” In Luke 10:25-37, Luke tells us of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. In the parable we read of a man attacked by robbers and 
beaten, and left for dead. After two men pass him by, a Samaritan takes 
pity and cares for him. During this time of uncertainty we must not forget 
who our neighbor is, and help those in need, regardless of who they are or 
where they may be. May the Good Lord bless you with his love and 
strength to help you love your neighbor as yourself. 

 Yours in Christ Jesus, Fr. Mario 

“Living Faith” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, May 16, 2020 
www.living faith.com 

“Living Faith” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 
www.living faith.com 
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TRUE PROSPERITY 

If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. John 15:20  
I’m not sure how the “Prosperity Gospel” got started. It posits that those 
with faith will be blessed with material riches and worldly success. However, 
the words of today’s gospel suggest otherwise. If we truly follow Jesus, we 
must expect the same hardships and rejection that he experienced. 
 But there is a sense in which the Prosperity gospel might be considered 
true. While God will not necessarily bless us with worldly success, God does 
shower divine blessings on the faithful, even in this life. Jesus gives us his 
peace. We are brought into a loving relationship with the Father. He gives us 
his strength to endure whatever may come. At times, we even have glimpses 
of heaven’s joy. 
 Yes, Jesus promised us that we will be rejected and suffer as he did. But 
we are also filled interiorly with divine blessings and grace. This is true 
“prosperity.” These are the riches that each of us truly seek. 
                   ~ Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti 

THE POWER OF REMEMBRANCE 
Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare what he has done 
for me. Psalm 66:16 
To whom do you recount God’s action in your life? Do you share such things 
with a friend, a spouse, a spiritual director or within a prayer group? I 
suggest that there is someone else who needs to hear your recounting of 
God’s action in your life. That person is YOU! 
 Do you ever take time in prayer to reflect on those specific instances 
when you felt God’s consolation or strength during a difficult time? It is good 
to reflect on such instances regularly. Such remembrances give us hope 
during uncertainty, darkness or turmoil. 
 God, I thank you for those times I have felt your special presence in 
my life. Today, I thank you for this particular time and place. 

                                                          ~ Sr. Melannie Svoboda, S.N.D. 

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

NEED HELP? 

 Kupuna Needs Project (with the help of our dear friends at EPIC 
Ministry) provides food and necessities to the elderly and the vulnerable. 
Dallas Carter is one of the five laymen who initially created this project to 
practice their faith and to serve as Christ to their brothers and sisters. 

 Kupuna Needs will do everything they can to help those in need on 
Oahu during this pandemic. If you are in need and qualify for Kupuna 
Needs Project support, call one of our hotlines 202-0820 or 202-1203 
between noon and 8 p.m. daily.  Or visit our website 
www.kupunaneedsproject.com to request supplies, to offer to 
volunteer, or to make a donation.    

http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.kupunaneedsproject.com
http://www.kupunaneedsproject.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
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DAILY  READINGS 
   Monday, May 18 

ACTS 8:5-8, 14-17 
St. Pope John 1, Martyr 

Tuesday, May 19 
ACTS 16:11-15 

     Wednesday, May 20 
ACTS 17:15, 22-18:1 

St. Bernardine of Siena 

   Thursday, May 21 
    ACTS 18:1-8 

St.Christopher Magallanes & 
Companions, Martyrs 

Friday, May 22 
ACTS 18:9-18 

St. Rita of Cascia 

  Saturday, May 23 
ACTS 18:23-28 

catholicreadings.org 

SUNDAY 
May 24, 2020 

The Ascension 
Of The Lord 

BREAKING BREAD 
FIRST READING 

Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 
Page 159 

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM 

God mounts his throne to shouts 
of joy: a blare of trumpets for the 

Lord. 
Page 160 

SECOND READING 
Ephesians 1:17-23 

Page 160 
                          

GOSPEL 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Page 161 

Photo credit: Flickr/Daniel R. Blume 

WE TOLD GOD TO GET OUT — 
SO HE DID 

~ Amelia Monroe Carlson, catholic365.com 

W hen you kick an individual out of your 
home the impact is felt by everyone in 
some way. When you terminate the 

employment of someone it creates a ripple effect 
for that person, your company, the family that 
individual may have to support, and friends perhaps 
that employee had at your business. 

 The removal of someone from our lives, parish, 
homes, families, and our country creates a 
disruption in the flow of that system. It does not 
matter if it is for good reasons, such as an alcoholic 
and abusive husband or child, or the deportation of 
an illegal immigrant. There is always an impact to be 
felt. 

 For decades our country has been telling God 
to get out. Our families have become so boggled 
down with chasing the corporate ladder they never 
have time to pray together, read Scripture, or even 
rarely have a family meal at the dinner table. Our 
families told God they do not have time for him 
and to get out of their homes and out of their 
business–so he did. 

 Our schools kicked God out and told him he 
was not welcomed back – so he left. It was common 
practice for schools to begin the day with a spoken 
prayer and a Bible reading throughout the centuries 
leading up to the late 20th century and into the 
21st. However, a man became upset at his son 
having a bowed head and folded hands in prayer 
and, as a result, filed a lawsuit referred to as 
the Engel v. Vitale case in 1962. It was the first 
Supreme Court ruling making a public recitation of 
prayer unlawful in school. One year later, Abington 
School District v. Schempp, finished the work of 
making prayer in public schools prohibited. It also 
prevented the reading of Scripture during school. 
We told God to get out of our schools – so he did. 
What happened? 

 It’s true that the first “mass” school shooting 
was on March 30, 1891 in Liberty, Mississippi where 
a gunman fired a shotgun into the audience and 
killed 14 people. However, the rise of “mass 
shootings” in schools and public places has been 
dramatically on the incline. In fact, it is being called 
an “epidemic” due to the significant increase of 
mass shootings in schools in the past few decades. 
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“Peace begins with a smile.” 

“Every time you smile at someone, it 
is an action of love, a gift to that 
person, a beautiful thing.” 

“Let no one ever come to you without 
leaving better and happier. Be the 
living expression of God’s kindness: 
kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile.” 

~ Mother Teresa

WE TOLD GOD TO GET OUT — 
SO HE DID (Continued) 

Our states and federal government told God his 
values were not ours anymore, his ways were not 
our ways, and told him to “get out” – so he did. 
 On January 22, 1973, the United States Supreme 
Court said it was a good idea to allow the legalization 
of murdering an unborn child for the sake of 
convenience and under the umbrella of “choice”. In 
Roe v. Wade, a woman struggling with addiction and 
poverty, unmarried and pregnant, was seeking a way 
out. She was pregnant, despite her changing her 
story later in life and giving various accounts of the 
truth of her pregnancy, and wanted the right to 
murder her child because of convenience. The 
Supreme Court agreed. In the Bible, the Law of 
Moses (Exodus 21:22-25) expressly forbid the killing 
of an unborn child, even by accident, and made it a 
reason for the death penalty. The individual 
responsible for the death of an unborn child was to 
be killed. If you back up one chapter in the Bible to 
Exodus 20:13 you will see the prohibition of murder. 
 Why? God tells us in Jeremiah 1:5 that “before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you 
were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a 
prophet to the nations.” In Psalm 139:13-16 he 
proclaims how God formed each part of us together 
in the womb. But, the Supreme Court told God to 
get out of our country – and he did. But, abortion is 
not the only path of kicking God out that our 
country has used. It is not the only door by which we 
have opened and escorted the God of love, justice, 
forgiveness, and mercy out. 
 Our country, courts, and laws have embraced 
homosexuality as acceptable and paved the path for 
celebrating and embracing a sinful lifestyle. 

 “Therefore, God handed them over to degrading 
passions. Their females exchanged natural relations 
for unnatural, and the males likewise gave up natural 
relations with females and burned with lust for one 
another. Males did shameful things with males and 
thus received in their own persons the due penalty for 
their perversity. And since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God handed them over to their 
undiscerning mind to do what is improper.” (Romans 
1:26-28 NAB)                   ~(TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK)
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