
 

    

   

  

❖  A Catholic Community ❖
Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture 

and sustain our faith through Love, 
Service and Unity.” 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
St. Catherine Chapel 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:15  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 9:30  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary is said 30 minutes before Mass 

   
              DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
       2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
                Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD ~ MAY 24, 2020S 
A 
I 
N 
T 

S 
T 
E 
P 
H 
E 
N 

C 
A 
T 
H 
O 
L 
I 
C 

C 
H 
U 
R 
C 
H

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net


 
     

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight Randy Tom 
eMail Address: randy.tom0972@gmail.com  

CCD Bible Study Class
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The Ascension Of The Lord 
SUNDAY ~ MAY 24, 2020 

Readings from Breaking Bread ~ Pages159 —161 

FIRST READING ~ Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 (58A) 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught 
until the day he was taken up, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive 

to them by many proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While meeting with 
them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for “the 
promise of the Father about which you have heard me speak; for John 
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized by the Holy 
Spirit.” 

W hen they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you 
at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He answered 
them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the 

Father has established by his own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
When he had said this, as they were looking  on, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him from their sight. While they were intently looking at the sky 
as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside 
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the 
sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in 
the same way as you have seen him going into heaven. 
 The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ~ Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

SECOND READING ~ Ephesians 1:17—23 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians. 

Brothers and Sisters: May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in 
knowledge of him. May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that 

you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches 
of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones, and what is the surpassing 
greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his 
great might, which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and 
seating him at his right hand in the heavens, far above every principality, 
authority, power, and dominion, and every name that is named not only in 
this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things beneath his feet 
and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. 
 The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ~ Matthew 28:16-20 
The Lord be with you.   And with your spirit. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee to the mountain to which Jesus 
had ordered them. When they saw him, they worshiped, but 
doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power in 

heaven  and  on  earth  has  been  given  to  me.   Go,  therefore,  and  make 

M E D I T A T I O N   O F   T H E   D A Y 

~ Magnificat, May 24, 2020 
ETERNAL LIFE 

W riting to a cardinal of her day, Saint Catherine of Siena said that 
such a “bellow,” that is to say, so loud a roar, should be uttered 
over the body of Holy Church as would awaken the sons lying 

dead within her. (The saint shared the popular notion of her times that 
lion-cubs were born dead and the father-lion brought them to life with his 
powerful roar.) I do not know what the word was that Saint Catherine in 
her day thought ought to be shouted over the body of Holy Church. But I 
do know the word that ought to be shouted today to wake up those of her 
children who have fallen asleep. The word is “Eternity!” This is the shout 
of Christian awakening; the word that, like the ploughshare, can open the 
furrow for a new sowing of the Word… 
 The dogma of Christ “true God and true man” can help us in this task 
by restoring our courage and the freedom of faith the we need for setting 
about shouting “Eternity, eternity!” to the people of today. For only faith in 
the divinity of Christ can make the word “eternity” a concrete possibility 
offered to human beings, the very task of life, and not, as it would 
otherwise be, a mere category of thought or a vague “yearning for the 
Total Other…” 
 If Christ was born for me, if he became the new human being for my 
sake, if he sanctified himself for my sake (cf. Jn 17:19), if he died for my 
sins, it follows that these events involve me directly, that they have a 
meaning that I ought to accept and imitate in my own life. 

 ~ Father Raniero Cantalamessa, O.F.M. CAP. 
Father Cantalamessa is the preacher to the papal household. 

GOSPEL ~ Matthew 28:16-20 (Continued) 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 
age.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who continue to generously contribute their 

time, talent and treasure to our Parish Community.

THIS WEEK:  $2,490.84 
LAST WEEK:  $4,595.00
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♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Benito 
& Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, 
Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Steve Fujii, 
Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, 
Salvador Solidum, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Clement 
Yee, Don Yee

♰ Vera Ashitomi 
♰ Karen Lee 

♰ Salvador Solidum 
♰ Sam Chun 
♰ Steve Aki 

Healing Blessings For: 
Bernard Ho 

Chad S. K. Kurashige 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Nancy Asato, Bernard Ho, Margaret Robello, Mary Souza, 
Carrie Talwar, Richard Wong

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PASTOR 

 Today we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension 
of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And we 
recall, prior to His Ascension, He promised that 

He was going to prepare a place for us, to be with Him and His 
Father in heaven, and it would be for those who believe in Him and 
in His teachings. For the Apostles it was a day of mixed emotions as 
they realized that they would no longer be seeing Him physically, 
but that the Holy Spirit would be with them to guide them in their 
telling of the greatest story of all time. 

 This then is a day of celebration and one to be filled with joy in 
our hearts knowing that Jesus loves us and wants us to be with Him  
and that part of our journey here is to love Him in return and keep 
his commandments. We, too, have been asked to be the Lord’s 
disciples to go out and tell of the good news of his love for us and 
that he is preparing the way for us. May His love be with you always. 

 Yours in Christ Jesus, Fr. Mario 

“Living Faith” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, May 23, 2020 
www.living faith.com 

“Living Faith” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 
www.living faith.com 
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PLAIN SPEAKING 

I have told you this in figures of speech. The hour is coming 
when I will no longer speak to you in figures but I will tell you 
clearly about the Father. John 16:25-26 

From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus used parables in his preaching. 
They were simple stories to impart moral truths, to teach the faith and to 
bring people closer to God. Using stories and metaphors worked well with 
an audience that was mostly illiterate. 
 But now, Jesus tells his disciples that the time is coming when he will 
speak, “clearly about the Father.” He will take a more direct method of 
preaching the Good News. He will tell them he is the son of God. That he 
has been sent to suffer and die for their sins. With his death and 
resurrection, we will be given the gift of eternal life. He will remind us of our 
commitment to the poor, that our sins will be forgiven, that we can ask for 
God’s help through prayer and that God will always listen. He will promise 
us a home with him and the Father in heaven. He will tell us that God is love 
and his love is never-ending.  

                   ~ Paul Pennick 

KEEPING THE STORY ALIVE 

A fter Jesus had been taken up to heaven the apostles 
returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which 
is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. Acts 1:12 

After seeing Jesus ascending into heaven, the disciples once again gathered 
in the upper room. They must have been thinking, “What are we supposed 
to do without Jesus’ leadership?” 
 There is no written record of their conversations, but we can easily 
imagine what they talked about. What do you remember about Jesus’ life 
and teachings? What do we need to hand on to people who want to know 
more about him and his message? How can we do that best? I imagine they 
had to meet quite regularly to discuss how best to hand on the wonderful 
story of Jesus’ life and teachings. “We can’t let this beautiful story die!” Isn’t 
this the purpose of our holding staff meetings, parish council meetings, 
diocesan synods and the like? And don’t we need to remind ourselves often 
that our chief purpose is to make Jesus and the gospels known and loved by 
everyone? 

                                                          ~ Fr. Martin Pable, O.F.M. Cap.. 

♰ David Liu 
♰ Cresencia Baria 
♰ Celestino Baria 

♰ Severino Plamenco 
♰ Cecilia Plamenco 
♰ Eusebia Baron 
♰ Clement Yee 
♰ Paul Hays Ross 

♰ Kameron Steinhoff

Sunday, May 24, 2020 
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DAILY  READINGS 
   Monday, May 25 

ACTS 19:1-8 
St. Bede the Venerable; St. Gregory 
VII; St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi 

Tuesday, May 26 
ACTS 20:17-27 
St. Philip Neri 

     Wednesday, May 27 
ACTS 20:28-38 

St. Augustine of Canterbury 

   Thursday, May 28 
    ACTS 19:1-8 

Friday, May 29 
ACTS 25:13B-21 

  Saturday, May 30 
ACTS 28:16-20, 30-31 

catholicreadings.org 

SUNDAY 
May 31, 2020 

P entecost 
Sunday 

BREAKING BREAD 
FIRST READING 

Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 
Page 170 

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM 

Lord send out your Spirit, and 
renew the face of the earth. 

Page 171 

SECOND READING 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 

Page 171 

GOSPEL 
John 20:19-23 
Page 173-174 

Photo credit: Flickr/Daniel R. Blume 

WE TOLD GOD TO GET OUT — 
SO HE DID (Continued from last week) 

~ Amelia Monroe Carlson, catholic365.com 
 In January 1971, Look magazine dedicated three 
pages of its cover story to “The American Family”. 
They used a gay couple as the example and picture of 
the American Family. In 1973, The Yale Law Journal 
published an article titled “The Legality of Homosexual 
Marriage” that argued prohibiting gay couples from 
getting a marriage license violates constitutional 
rights. In 2006, the New Jersey Supreme Court 
followed suit and ruled that denying marriage to same 
sex couples violates their constitutional rights. In 
2008, New York Governor David Paterson ordered 
state agencies to recognize same-sex marriages from 
other jurisdictions. That same year, the Democratic 
National Convention adopts the platform of opposing 
the Defense of Marriage Act and thus makes defending 
homosexuality part of their platform. In 2012, 
President Barack Obama becomes the first sitting U.S. 
president to declare his support for homosexual 
marriage. 
 C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s h a v e e m b r a c e d 
homosexuality and told God to “get out” – so he 
did. 
 In July 2005, the United Churches of Christ 
became the first major Christian body and Christian 
denomination in the United States to vote to adopt a 
resolution affirming homosexuality is compatible to 
Christian living. The resolution also allowed for same-
sex marriage ceremonies. In 2009, both the General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America pass 
resolutions supporting homosexuality. The Episcopal 
Church allowed for gay marriages to be blessed and 
the Lutheran Church began allowing homosexual 
pastors. 
 On March 24, 2012, the U.S. division of World 
Vision, one of the largest Christian charities in the U.S. 
modified its employment eligibility to allow 
homosexuals.  
 Of course these are all a few of the rocks along 
the path that has led to our destruction. 
 What’s left? 
 The only thing that can be left as a result of 
kicking God out is a culture of death. In 2017 alone, 
the Centers for Disease Control said more than “seven 
people per hour die a violent death. More than 19,500 
people were victims of homicide and over 47,000 
people died by suicide.” 
 In addition, according to the Pew Research 
Center, “both Protestantism and Catholicism” are 
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WE TOLD GOD TO GET OUT — 
SO HE DID (Continued) 

experiencing losses of population share. Currently, 43% 
of U.S. adults identify with Protestantism, down from 
51% in 2009. One-in-five adults (20%) are Catholic, 
down from 23% in 2009. Meanwhile, all subsets of the 
religiously unaffiliated population — a group also 
known as religious ‘nones’ — have seen their numbers 
swell. Self described atheists now account for 4% of U.S. 
adults, up modestly but significantly from 2% in 2009; 
agnostics make up 5% of U.S. adults, up from 3% a 
decade ago; and 17% of Americans now describe their 
religion as ‘nothing in particular’. 
 Now, there is COVID-19, resulting in canceled 
graduations, rescheduled weddings, closed schools, 
locked churches, and the economy bleeding. Perhaps, 
just perhaps, this is what we asked for. After all, we 
told God to “get out” and he did. 

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

May is Mental Health Month 

May is Mental Health Month across America. 
Because life has changed so dramatically since 
COVID-19, many are overwhelmed with a sense of 
loss: employment, freedom to go about freely, 
social gatherings, and more. 
Catholic Charities Hawaii Counseling Center has 
trained professionals who can help with counseling 
for individuals, families, couples and children 
dealing with stress, anxiety and trauma. Please visit 
www.catholiccharit ieshawaii .org for more 
information, or call Catholic Charities Hawaii 
hotline at (808) 527-4470 or (808) 520-7721. During 
this time of social distancing tele-therapy by video 
or phone is available. 

(From the Office for Social Ministry, Diocese of 
Honolulu) 

“Smile at each other. Smile at your 
wife, smile at your husband, smile at 
your children, smile at each other — 
it doesn’t matter who it is — and 
that will help to grow up in greater 
love for each other.” 
“Speak tenderly; let there be 

kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your smile, in 
the warmth of your greeting. Always have a cheerful 
smile. Don't only give your care, but give your heart as 
well.”      ~ Mother Teresa
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