
 
 

    

    
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
           
   

  

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture 

and sustain our faith through Love, 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
(Main Church) 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only, 8:00 AM 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary is said 30 minutes before Mass 

   
              DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
       2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
                Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

 15th  SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY  TIME    ~   JULY  12,  2020S 
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 …In the parable of the 
sower, we learn a lot about 
the desire of God to offer to 
everyone to truth of the 
gospel. We see here a sower 
who sows everywhere.  
 We could also call this 
the parable of the soils. So 
much of what we see here 
comes from spotlighting 
the condition of the soil 
that is receiving the seed. 
By way of analogy, this 
reveals much about the 
condition of the human 
heart at the time it receives 
the seed of God’s gospel of 
love. 
 First , we need to 
understand that God is 
extravagant when it comes 
to offering the seeds of the 
Gospel to the human heart.   

 In the parable, the sower is throwing seed everywhere, even in places where the seed has little chance to grow. 
 One day, one of the Kansas State “Ag” professors and I were talking about this. “This goes against everything that we teach 
today,” he said matter-of-factly. “When you take a serious approach to farming economy, you want the most yield from the least 
amount of seed. You don’t waste any. This really underscores how much God loves all of us!” How true! Even those, whose hearts are 
overrun with weeds and deeds, are the subject of his love! We don’t have to attain a certain standard of behavior first to receive what 
he wants to give us. 
 Pope Benedict said that this parable was autobiographical for Jesus; it was how he was already living out his mission and 
ministry. He stated, “God does not force us to believe in him, but draws us to himself through truth and goodness of his incarnate 
Son. Love, in fact, always respects freedom.” 

Fr. Randy Sly ~ catholic.org 
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http://catholic.org
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight George Abcede 
eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
   

  THIS WEEK:  $3,731.00 
  LAST WEEK:  $1,889.00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, talent and 

treasure to our Parish Community.

CCD Bible Study Class

2

“Seed That Bears Fruit ” 
MAGNIFICAT® ~ July 12, 2020 ~ Vol. 22, No. 5 

Marie, my dear big girl and my first,  
I am writing to you in haste because we’re about to leave, and 
Father Marie is hurrying me. I received your lovely letter, as well 

as [Pauline’s], my Pearl’s, and they made me very happy…. 
 I thought of you in all the sanctuaries that we visited, but there was no 
way of seeing the Holy Father. I’ll tell you all about that. 
 Everything I see is splendid, but it’s always an earthly beauty, and our 
heart is satisfied with nothing as long as we’re not seeing the infinite beauty 
that is God. 
 Soon we’ll have the intimate happiness of the family, and it’s this 
beauty that brings us closer to him. 
 I kiss all five of you with all my heart. 
 Your father who loves you. 

 ~ Saint Louis Martin 
Saint Louis Martin (♰1894) and his wife, Marie-Zélie Guérin, were the parents of 
St. Thérèse of Lisieux. Their feast day is July 12.
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CHURCH CLEANERS 
GROUP 2 

Saturday, July 11, 2020
* Donna Louis         Gwen Kurahara

Cheri Breslin Debbie & Paul Fujiyama
Juanita Ruis

LECTORS 
Saturday, July 11 ~ Scott Bell/Sue Ann Yasuoka

Sunday, July 12, 2020
7:30 A.M. ~

10:00 A.M. ~ Knights of Columbus

 M  E  D  I  T  A  T  I  O  N    O  F    T  H  E    D  A  Y

 RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

Ka Lamakū Micro-village	
 Thanks to an island-wide partnership, 15 Hawai’i Island residents 
said goodbye to the streets, and hello to a space of their own 
Wednesday. They were the first group to move into Ka Lamakū, the 
new village of micro-shelters erected at Old Kona Airport Park, in 
response to calls for the county to provide shelter for the growing 
number of people experiencing homelessness during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The village is the result of a partnership between the County 
of Hawai‘i and HOPE Services, which will manage the units and assist 
guests in securing permanent housing. 
 HOPE Services Hawai’i is an affiliate non-profit organization of the 
Roman Catholic Church, providing housing-focused services including 
outreach, emergency shelter and affordable housing with the intention 
of moving people into housing as quickly as possible and connecting 
them with the support that they need to stay housed forever.  If you or 
someone you know has been evicted or is experiencing homelessness, 
call the HOPE help line at 808-935-3050. 

catholichawaii.org 

PRAYER FOR THE EVENING 
Blessed is God who sows his word in our hearts: 

let us give him thanks and praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 

MAGNIFICAT ®~ July 5, 2020 ~ Vol. 22, No. 5

   May I have A Word? 
“For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you.”  Matthew 10:20 

In those moments when I’m trying to say the “right thing,” I call to 
mind this gospel verse. When I want to offer someone comfort or 
support or even express my anger or frustration, I shut my mouth 

and listen for the Spirit’s words. Okay, I’ll be honest—I don’t always wait 
long enough. However, all of us at one time or another have had people 
tell us, “What you said yesterday helped me so much, thanks.” I never 
recall having said anything all that helpful. Naturally, we may feel 
unworthy of being messengers of God’s comfort or wisdom in a time of 
crisis. Be we trust that the word of God comes to each of us when we 
open our hearts to hear the Spirit and put our doubts aside to boldly 
step forward in faith.             ~ Deborah Meister 
Deborah Meister lives in St. Louis, MO, with her husband, Deacon Bill, and works 
as a writer, editor and educator. She holds graduate degrees in theology and 
literature, with Pastoral Ministry and RE certifications. She is a former editor of 
Living Faith.                      www.living faith.com 

“LIVING FAITH” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Friday, July 10, 2020 

mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
http://catholichawaii.org
http://catholichawaii.org
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♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth Asato, Ron &  Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, 
Benito &  Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph & 
Priscilla Chang, Doreen &  Francis Chia, Betty &  Albert Chong, 
Sam Chun, Steve Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, 
Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Al Tagab, Beatrice 
Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Clement Yee, Don Yee.

Sunday, July 12 
7:30 A.M. Mass 

Jack Wong 
Al Tagab 

Healing Prayers For: 
Bernard Ho 
Wayne Silva 

10:00 A.M. Mass 
Vera Ashitomi 

 Karen Lee 
 Salvador Solidum 

 Sam Chun 
 Steve Aki 

Helena Kim 
Al Tagab 

Monday, July 13 
8:00 A.M. Communion Service 

For the Deceased of the Parish 

Tuesday, July 14 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: Mary Souza 

Wednesday, July 15 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Steve Aki 

Thursday, July 16 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers for the Sick  
Of The Parish 

Friday, July 17 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Homebound of the Parish 

Saturday, July 18 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

  Don Yee 
♰ Al Tagab 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
 Doreen & Francis Chia 
 Nancy & Raymond Tom 

  Betty Lowe 
Beatrice Tom 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Nancy Asato, Bernard Ho, Margaret Robello, Wayne Silva, Mary 
Souza, Carrie Talwar, Hana Thompson, Richard Wong

                   

                       Show Up and Say, “Yes” 
“No disciple is above his teacher.” Matthew 10:24 

T he scene from the book of Isaiah is fantastical: a vision of God 
upon a mighty throne surrounded by angels, a shaking door, a 
house filled with smoke. It is not surprising that the prophet felt 

afraid, unworthy and incapable. Many of us can probably relate. In the 
face of God’s might, it may seem only natural to shrink down and doubt, 
to divert away from any invitation to be involved. 
 God, though, is not asking for us to be qualified or perfect. The 
invitation is to be involved. God asks for our cooperation and courage, 
for our trust and submission. We show up and say “yes,” and follow 
along with God’s way, even though we don’t know where it will bring us. 
This is what faithfulness looks like. And Jesus reminded the disciples to 
keep their perspective. He reminds us, too, that we have no reason to 
fear. After all, God’s love and might is greater than all else, ourselves 
included. 

~ Sr. Julia Walsh, F.S.P.A. 

“LIVING FAITH” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, July 11, 2020 
www.living faith.com 
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“LIVING FAITH” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, July 12, 2020  
www.living faith.com

              Full of Hope 
“But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or 
sixty or thirtyfold.” Matthew 13:8  

It might be easy to be discouraged these days. Many decry the 
direction of this nation and the world. Others say that they are 
unhappy with the Church. Still others are disappointed with their 
own lives and feel that God has not answered their prayers. 

 Are things everywhere getting worse? I find it hard to judge. One 
could point to many things pro and con. But there is one thing I know 
for certain: The end will come for all. Time is short. Then God’s Word 
will bring forth great fruit—thirty-, sixty-, one hundredfold—as today’s 
gospel tells us. 
 Despite what is happening around us, our hearts should be at peace 
and our vision full of hope. The seed that God has planted in our hearts 
will yield an abundant harvest. 

~ Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti 
Msgr. Rossetti is a priest of the Diocese of Syracuse and teaches at the Catholic 
University of America. He is author of numerous books, including his latest, The 
Priestly Blessing: Rediscovering the Gift, from Ave Maria Press.

 A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

Y ou will probably note that today’s printed Gospel 
in this bulletin is the shorter version of Matthew’s 
Gospel, in which the text within the brackets was 

not used.  

Notice, too, that Jesus once again uses one of His many Parables to teach 
us, not so much about the Sower of seeds, but about the “one who hears 
the word and understands it,” and thereby bears and yields much fruit.  

 In a recent homily, I asked that you pray for more young men to 

The Pastor’s Message (continued) 

join the priesthood, and we all know that it is a vocation that is in need of 
more numbers to fill that need. Will you be the “Sower” of “seeds” to bring 
more men to our Heavenly Father’s altar? You have the means and the 
“word” in Matthew’s Gospel to bring about what our Lord seeks.  Have 
faith, too, in the Holy Spirit as your guide.    

Peace be with you!  ~  Fr. Mario

“Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their 
echoes are truly endless.” 

~ Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com


DAILY  READINGS 
   

Monday, July 13 
     Isaiah 1:10-17 

St. Henry 

Tuesday, July 14 
 Isaiah 7:1-9 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

     Wednesday, July 15 
Isaiah 10:5-7, 13B-16 

St. Bonaventure, Bishop 

   Thursday, July 16 
 Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

Friday, July 17 
Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8 

  Saturday, July 18 
    Micah 2:1-5 

St. Camillus de Lewllis, Priest 
catholicreadings.org 

16th Sunday In 
Ordinary Time 
July 19, 2020 

    
BREAKING BREAD™ 

FIRST READING 
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 (106A) 

Page 188 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 

Page 188 

SECOND READING 
Romans 8:26-27 

Page 189 
                          

GOSPEL 
Matthew 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 

Page 189 

The Gospel (continued) 
some seed fell on rich soil and 
produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or 
thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought 
to hear.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The 15th Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 

Readings from Breaking Bread™ 2020 
Pages 185 — 187 

JULY 12, 2020 
FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 55:10-11 (103A) 

A Reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah 

T hus says the Lord: 
Just as from the heavens the rain and snow 
come down and do not return there till they 

have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, 
giving seed to the one who sows and bread to the one 
who eats, so shall my word be that goes forth from my 
mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall 
do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ~ Psalm 145: 
The seed that falls on good ground 

 will yield a fruitful harvest. 

SECOND READING ~ Romans 8:18-23 
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

B rothers and sisters: I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are as nothing 
compared with the glory to be revealed for 

us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the 
revelation of the children of God; for creation was 
made subject to futility, not of its own accord but 
because of the one who subjected it, in hope that 
creation itself would be set free from slavery to 
corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the 
children of God. We know that all creation is groaning 
in labor pains even until now; and not only that, but 
we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, we 
also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, 
the redemption of our bodies. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ~ Matthew 13:1-9 
The Lord be with you.   And with your spirit. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and 
sat down by the sea. Such large crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat 

and sat down, and the whole crowd stood along the 
shore. And he spoke to them at length in parables, 
saying: “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 
some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
it up. Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little 
soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not 
deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it 
withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. But 
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MUSIC FOR 
The 15th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 JULY 11th & 12th MASSES 

ENTRANCE  ~  [#547] Glory & Praise To Our   
      God 
      [#425] Canticle Of The Sun 
     [#623] Morning Has Broken 
    [#587] Christ Be Our Light 

OFFERTORY ~ [#592] Your Words Are Spirit   
      And Life 
    [#663] Parable 

COMMUNION ~ [#393] Open My Eyes 
    [#502] Pescador de Hombres 
    [#341] God’s Holy Gifts 
    [#686] Holy Is His Name 

RECESSIONAL ~ [#633] We Belong To You 
    [#585] All My Days     
    [#639] One Lord 

  
 The Holy Spirit appeared under the form of tongues 
of fire in order to fill the Apostles with truth and to 
prepare them to bear witness to Jesus. He also comes to 
fill their hearts with love. 
 He is the Person of Love in the life of God. He is 
also like a breath, an aspiration of infinite Love, from 
which we draw the breath of life.  
 On the day of Pentecost the Divine Spirit 
communicated such an abundance of life to the whole 
Church that to symbolize it "there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a violent wind coming, and it filled the 
whole house where they (the Apostles) were sitting."  
 But it is also for us that the Holy Spirit has come, for 
the group in the Cenacle represented the whole Church. 
The Holy Spirit came to remain with the Church forever. 
This is the promise of Jesus Himself. He dwells in the 
Church permanently and unfailingly, performing in it 
without ceasing, His action of life-giving and 
sanctification. He establishes the Church infallibly in the 
truth. It is He Who makes the Church blossom forth with 
a marvelous supernatural fruitfulness, for He brings to 
life and full fruition in Virgins, Martyrs, Confessors, those 
heroic virtues which are one of the marks of true 
sanctity.           ~ ewtn.com 

THE GLORIOUS 
MYSTERIES 

The Descent of Holy Spirit 

J esus sends the Holy Spirit 
in the form of fiery 
tongues on His Apostles 

and disciples. 
(Acts 2:2-4)

http://ewtn.com
http://catholicreadings.org
http://catholicreadings.org
http://ewtn.com

